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1.0 Introduction 

Taylor Wimpey Strategic Land, a division of Taylor Wimpey UK Ltd (Taylor Wimpey), has 
appointed SLR Consulting Ltd. to undertake a noise impact assessment for a residential-led 
scheme at land north of Rectory Lane, Ashington, Pulborough. An outline planning application 
to include up to 125 residential dwellings, access, public open space and associated 
landscaping, drainage and highways infrastructure with all matters reserved except for access 
is currently being sought for the Site.  

At this stage, the following work is required: 

• A Baseline Noise Survey; 

• Construction Noise Assessment;  

• ProPG Planning and Noise New Residential Development (2017) Stage 1 and Stage 
2 Assessment; and 

• Operational Noise Traffic Assessment. 

The Noise Assessment will be structured to adhere to the requirements of ProPG Planning 
and Noise New Residential Development (2017) and associated guidance and Standards.  

Whilst reasonable effort has been made to ensure that this report is easy to understand, it is 
technical in nature. To assist the reader, a glossary of terminology has been included in 
Appendix A.  

 



Land north of Rectory Lane, Ashington 
Noise Impact Assessment 

8 July 2026 
SLR Project No.: 402.065738.00001.01 

 

 6  
 

2.0 Site Description 

2.1 Existing Site  

The Site is located on land off Rectory Lane, Ashington, Pulborough, West Sussex. 

The Site is bound by Rectory Lane to the south and open fields to the north, east and west.  

The position of the Site in the context of the surrounding area along with the approximate site 
boundary can be seen in Figure 2-1. 

Figure 2-1: Site Location 

 

*Imagery – Google Maps 
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2.2 Proposed Site  

The proposed residential development will include up to 125 residential dwellings, access, 
public open space and associated landscaping, drainage and highways infrastructure with all 
matters reserved except for access. 

A masterplan for the Site is provided in Figure 2-2.  

Figure 2-2: Indicative Concept Plan 
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3.0 Planning Noise Guidance  

The following guidance and British Standards are relevant to this project.  

3.1 Local Guidance 

The Proposed Development site falls within the local planning authority of Horsham District 
Council (HDC). Noise considerations for HDC are covered within the Planning Noise Advice 
Document: Sussex (2021). 

The document provides guidance to ensure noise is properly considered in planning 
applications across East and West Sussex. It aligns with the Noise Policy Statement for 
England (NPSE) and the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), aiming to: 

• Avoid significant adverse impacts on health and quality of life. 

• Mitigate and minimize adverse effects where they occur. 

• Promote good acoustic design and, where possible, improve the sound environment 

Noise assessments are required for: 

• New noise-sensitive developments near existing sources.  

• New developments introducing noise sources. 

The document references internal ambient noise levels detailed in BS8233:2014 and World 
Health Organisation (WHO) guidelines as well as noise within external amenity spaces.  

3.2 National Planning and Policy Framework 

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) was introduced by The Department for 
Communities and Local Government in March 2012, with the framework most recently revised 
in December 2024  

The NPPF defines the Government’s planning policies for England and sets out the 
framework, within which local authorities must prepare their local and neighbourhood plans, 
reflecting the needs and priorities of their communities. The Government’s stated purpose in 
producing the NPPF was to streamline policy, so the planning process is less restrictive, to 
give a more easily understood framework for delivering sustainable development. Under the 
heading of conserving and enhancing the natural environment and Paragraph 180 e), one aim 
of the NPPF is “preventing new and existing development from contributing to, being put at 
unacceptable risk from, or being adversely affected by, unacceptable levels of… noise 
pollution…”.  

Paragraph 191 requires planning policies and decisions to ensure that new development is 
appropriate for its location. It stipulates a need to account for the likely effects of pollution on 
health and other matters, requiring the planning process to: 

“mitigate and reduce to a minimum, potential adverse impacts resulting from noise 
from new development – and avoid noise giving rise to significant adverse impacts 
on health and the quality of life”.  

The NPPF acknowledges that there is a host of existing sources of national and international 
guidance which can be used, in conjunction with the Framework, to inform the production of 
Local Plans and decision making.  

3.3 Noise Policy Statement for England 

The Noise Policy Statement for England (NPSE) was published in March 2010.  It sets out the 
long-term vision of government noise policy, which is fundamentally to: “Promote good health 
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4.3 Weather Conditions 

A weather station was located at Location 1 for the entire duration the monitoring period, and 
the weather conditions were suitable for environmental noise measurements. Temperatures 
ranged between approximately 2°C and 13°C. Short periods of rainfall were recorded, and 
average wind speeds were below 5 m/s. Overall, the conditions were considered acceptable 
for the purposes of noise monitoring. Full weather data can be seen in Appendix B.  

4.4 Survey Locations  

Unattended sound levels were measured at three locations, representative of the nearest 
noise sources to the site, as follows: 

• Location 1: Southeast corner of the Site, representative of the ambient noise level 
from Rectory Lane. This monitoring was attended during set-up due to the long-term 
meter failing during the unattended survey.  

• Location 2: Northern boundary of the Site, representative of the ambient noise level 
away from road traffic noise (unattended survey). 

• Location 3: Southwest corner of the Site, representative of the ambient noise level 
from Rectory Lane (unattended survey). 

The above monitoring locations are shown in Figure 4-1.  

Photographs of each monitoring position can be seen in Appendix C.  
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Figure 4-1: Noise Monitoring Locations  

 

Measurements were recorded in free field conditions, as measured in-situ 1.5 m above ground 
at the elevation of the site. 

The following sound level indices have been reported at 15-minute intervals in decibels (dB): 

• LAeq,T – The A-weighted equivalent continuous noise level over the measurement 
period. 

• LA90,T – The A-weighted noise level exceeded for 90% of the measurement period. 

• LA10,T – The A-weighted noise level exceeded for 10% of the measurement period.  

• LAmax(F) – The maximum A-weighted noise level during the measurement period. 

4.5 Soundscape 

The observed soundscape at each position was as follows: 

4.5.1 Location 1 

The position was located to the southeast corner of the Site, close to Rectory Lane. The 
ambient sound level was mainly birdsong. Intermittent local traffic on Rectory Lane was 
audible and the A24 dual carriageway was audible in lulls. Occasional low and high-altitude 
planes were audible also. 
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Figure 5-1: Construction Noise Sensitive Receptors 

 

5.2 Construction Phases and Plant 

For the purposes of this construction noise assessment, SLR has determined the noise level 
during two typical construction phases detailed below. The following tables outline the items 
of plant which would typically be utilised during each activity, and the equipment sound power 
levels (determined from BS 5228:2009+A1:2014), and the percentage on-time of each item of 
plant.  

• Phase 1: Site Clearance. 

• Phase 2: Piling. 

It is assumed in the first instance that the construction of each element will be in isolation.  

It is accepted that the construction activities may vary from the activities presented, but as it 
would not be feasible to assess all construction configurations, the assessments undertaken 
are considered a robust representation of anticipated construction noise levels. 

Table 5-2 details plant that is typically utilised during site clearance and enabling works. 

 

 











Land north of Rectory Lane, Ashington 
Noise Impact Assessment 

8 July 2026 
SLR Project No.: 402.065738.00001.01 

 

 25  
 

6.2 Daytime Noise Risk Assessment 

The daytime LAeq,16hr noise environment at a height of 1.5m above ground level can be seen in 
Figure 6-1. 

The predicted noise levels are in-line with the data presented in Table 6.1. 

Figure 6-1: Daytime LAeq,T Noise Level Across Site, dB 

 

6.3 Night-Time Ambient Sound Level 

The night-time LAeq,8hr noise environment at a height of 1.5m above ground level can be seen 
in Figure 6-2. 

The predicted noise levels are in-line with the data presented in Table 6.1. 
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Figure 6-2: Night-Time LAeq,T Noise Level Across Site 

 

6.4 Night-Time Maximum Sound Level 

Night-time maximum levels have been established from the period 23:00 – 07:00, with maxima 
reviewed in terms of 5-minute LAmax(F) values, with the 10th highest reported for 5-minute 
periods per a published, statistical approach4. The 10th highest maximum noise level from 
Location 3 is 63dB, which is approximately 20 dB above the average equivalent dB LAeq,8h 
level.  

6.5 Stage 1 – Initial Risk Assessment 

The modelling of transport noise across the existing site in Figure 6-1 and Figure 6-2 has been 
used to undertake an initial site risk assessment, in accordance with Stage 1 of ProPG. 

The dominant sound source across the site was noted from road traffic noise. Figure 6-3 
provides an indication of risk in accordance with the ProPG noise risk hierarchy based upon 
measured levels at Location 2. 

 

4 Paxton, B.  Conlan, N et al.  Assessing LAmax for residential developments: the AVO guide approach. Proceedings of the Institute 

of Acoustics.  Volume 41, Part 1, 2019. 
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Figure 6-4: Glazing and Ventilator Rw+Ctr / Dn,e,w Requirements dB  
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7.0 External Amenity Noise Level Assessment 

7.1 Overview 

It is generally accepted that private amenity spaces i.e. gardens, should have an area within 
them such that daytime noise levels are below the lower guideline value of ≤50 dB LAeq,16h to 
provide a suitable climate for leisure and relaxation, and not exceed an upper limit of 55 dB 
LAeq,16h.  

Figure 7-1 shows the predicted external noise levels across the open Site and to represent a 
worst-case scenario is inclusive of future year “Do Something” 2032 traffic flows along Rectory 
Lane.  

Figure 7-1: Daytime LAeq,16hr Noise Level in Amenity Areas 

 

It can be seen from Figure 7-1 that across the majority of the Site the BS8233 upper limit of 
55dBA is met where residential development is proposed, with the exception of areas directly 
adjacent to Rectory Lane. Given this assessment assumes an open Site, noise levels would 
be lower with the inclusion of screening from proposed dwellings. From a noise perspective, 
it is preferable for external amenity spaces to be positioned on the screened side of dwellings, 
where the building itself provides mitigation from road traffic noise. If this is not possible, then 
additional screening would be required for amenity areas in close proximity to Rectory Lane. 
As this is an outline scheme, the assessment would be further refined and confirmed at the 
detailed design stage. 
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9.0 Conclusions 

Taylor Wimpey, has appointed SLR Consulting Ltd to undertake a noise impact assessment 
for a residential-led scheme at land north of Rectory Lane, Ashington, Pulborough. An outline 
planning application to include up to 125 residential dwellings, access, public open space and 
associated landscaping, drainage and highways infrastructure is currently being sought for the 
Site. 

A construction noise assessment has shown that construction noise during the assessed 
phases will be within the accepted threshold noise limits at the nearest NSR’s. It is 
recommended where works are undertaken at the closest proximity to existing receptors that 
temporary screening is used to reduce noise levels as far as practicable.  

A ProPG Stage 1 Assessment has identified that the Site is a negligible risk during the daytime 
and a negligible-low risk during the night-time where residential development is proposed and 
therefore the Site is likely to be acceptable from a noise perspective as above. It is understood 
that no residential dwellings would be located in the small low-risk area, as identified on Figure 
6-2. Glazing and ventilation specifications have been recommended and are designed to 
achieve internal ambient noise levels of 35 dB LAeq,16hr (daytime) and 30 dB LAeq,8hr (night-time) 
and 45 dB LAmax (night-time) in accordance with BS8233:2014.  

External amenity areas within proposed residential areas comply with the lower to upper 
guideline limit of 50-55 dB LAeq,T recommended by BS8233, with the exception of areas directly 
adjoining Rectory Lane. In these areas, amenity spaces should be placed upon the shielded 
side of dwellings or be provided with screening. Noise levels are predicted based upon future 
traffic flows, rather than measured baseline noise levels and also assuming an open Site to 
ensure a robust, worst-case assessment. As this is an outline scheme, the assessment would 
be further refined and confirmed at the detailed design stage. 

The off-site road traffic noise assessment has shown that noise falls within the negligible and 
minor impact categories and is therefore not significant. 
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10.0 Closure 

The assessment has required a suitable level of technical ability and has been undertaken by 
a Suitably Qualified Person (SQP). An individual with all the following credentials has been 
considered a SQP for this assessment:  

• Has a minimum of three years’ verifiable experience (within the last five years) of 
providing noise impact assessments in planning. Such experience has clearly 
demonstrated a practical understanding of factors affecting acoustics in relation to the 
proposed development use and in the built environment in general, including acting in 
an advisory capacity to provide recommendations and design advice in planning, and; 

• Holds a recognised acoustic qualification and membership of an appropriate 
professional body. The primary professional body for acoustics in the UK is the Institute 
of Acoustics.  

This assessment has been led and managed by a SQP as defined above.  

Where some elements of the assessment (e.g. measurements) have been carried out by an 
acoustician who does not meet the requirements above, this has been undertaken with the 
direct guidance and supervision of a SQP who has reviewed, agreed and overseen the 
measurement methodology and any results obtained.  

The SQP confirms that the relevant measurements and calculations:  

• Represent good industry practice in accordance with available guidance.  

• Are appropriate given the development being assessed and scope of works proposed. 

• Avoid invalid, biased and exaggerated claims.  

The checker and author of this document confirm that they both comply with the definition of 
a SQP defined in this Section. 

Regards, 

SLR Consulting Limited 

  

 

Emma Taylor-Aspinall MGeol (Hons) MIOA 
Associate Consultant– Acoustics & Vibration 

Benedict Sarton BSc. (Hons) MSc. MIOA  
Technical Director – Acoustics & Vibration 

 

.
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Figure B-1: Weather Data 
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Figure B-2: Wind Direction Data 
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Figure C-1: Location 1 
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Figure C-2: Location 2 
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Figure C-3: Location 3 
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Figure D-1: Measured Sound Levels at Location 1, free-field, dB  

 

Figure D-2: Measured Sound Levels at Location 2, free-field, dB  
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Figure D-3: Background Sound Levels at Location 2, free-field, LA,90dB 

 

Figure D-4: Measured Sound Levels at Location 3, free-field, dB  
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Figure D-5: Background Sound Levels at Location 3, free-field, LA,90dB 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




