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1. THE SITE AND BACKGROUND 

1.1 Planning permission is being sought for the redevelopment of land at New Barn 
Farm, on Capel Road, Horsham.  

1.2 A Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) and Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) 
assessment have been completed by EAS in relation to the proposed development. 
This Draft Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan is based on the findings and 
recommendations of these reports.  

1.3 Please refer to the PEA for information relating to designated sites, priority and 
irreplaceable habitats, protected and notable species, and baseline habitat survey 
data.  

1.4 As part of the site’s development, new habitats and linear features (hedgerows) are 
to be created (as detailed further in section 3 below). The habitats and linear features 
to be included within the site are as shown on the Proposed Habitat Map submitted 
to planning as part of the BNG assessment and provided in Appendix A.  

1.5 Specifications for works relevant to protected species should also be referred to, 
where relevant. No works which may damage habitat or endanger protected species 
or habitats should be undertaken, even where listed within this report. Further 
assistance should be sought if an activity is likely or suspected to adversely impact 
protected species or habitats.   

 
 
2. AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

2.1 The following Draft Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan has been prepared to 
show how each proposed habitat and linear feature is to achieve target condition as 
calculated within the BNG metric submitted to planning. Where planning permission 
is granted, this document should be expanded to provide those responsible for the 
delivery and long-term maintenance of those agreed habitats and linear features at 
the targeted condition.  

 
 
3. LANDSCAPE COMPONENTS 
 

The proposed scheme is to include the following habitats and linear features: 
 

i. Developed Land: sealed surface 
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ii. Artificial Unvegetated – Unsealed surface 
iii. Traditional Orchard 
iv. Other Neutral Grassland 
v. Vegetated Garden 

vi. Individual Trees 
vii. Native Hedgerow  

 
Those highlighted in bold above are subject to condition assessment under the current 
BNG metric and associated guidance. The proposed/targeted condition of each of 
these habitats (as shown in bold) is set out below. Those not highlighted in bold are 
not subject to condition assessment under the current BNG metric, recorded as N/A. 
Condition assessment is not to be undertaken for these habitat types.  
 

3.1 Traditional Orchard  
 

It is proposed to create a new area of traditional orchard towards the southwest corner 
of the site, within a communal area. 
 
Traditional orchard is defined as: Open-grown fruit trees (5 minimum) within 
herbaceous vegetation. The species composition being primarily in the Rosaceae 
family (but may include nut trees); the usually denser arrangement of trees 
(compared to wood-pasture and parkland habitat); and the small scale of individual 
habitat patches.   
 
The orchard is to comprise three of each apple, sweet cherry and pear (total 9 fruit 
trees) within an area of wildflower grassland covering 0.0859 ha.  
 
The target condition for the orchard is ‘Moderate’, which is considered deliverable 
within the stand target time of 20 years.  
 
The targeted criterion, with brief description of how each may be achieved, is 
provided in Appendix B.  

 
3.2 Other Neutral Grassland 

 
Other neutral grassland is considered the most appropriate for the site location and 
soil type within this area. Existing grassland within the site comprises modified 
grassland which is subject to heavy grazing pressure. The new grassland within the 
site will not be grazed, and may be created, managed and maintained to deliver a 
grassland which meets at least three of the following four criteria: 
 
1. >20% cover of broadleaved herbs and sedges. 
2. >8 species per m2 (including forbs, grasses, sedges and rushes, and excluding 

bryophytes). 
3. ≥ grass species that is not generally sown for intensive agricultural production 

(e.g. rye-grasses, timothy, cock’s-foot, meadow fescue) is at least abundant.  
4. Cover of rye-grasses and white clover, where present, is <30%.   
 
This grassland is to be delivered and maintained in a ‘Good’ condition, which is 
considered achievable.  
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The targeted criterion, with brief description of how each may be achieved is 
provided in Appendix B.  
 

3.3 Individual Trees 
 
It is proposed to plant 136 trees within the other neutral grassland area. These trees 
are likely to be <300 mm in width after 27 years based on the proposed planting size 
and species. Trees with a trunk width less than 300 mm at 1.5 m above ground level 
are classified as small trees within the BNG metric.  The total calculated area for 136 
small trees is 0.5537 ha.   
 
The target condition for these trees is ‘Moderate’ within the target time of 27 years. 
Trees in ‘Good’ condition may be achieved, but the target time is greater than 30 
years and, as such, requires a non-standard agreement.  
 
The targeted criterion, with brief description of how each may be achieved, is 
provided in Appendix B.  

 
3.4 Native Hedgerow 

 
Four new lengths of mixed species native hedgerow (with a sum of 224.5 m / 0.2245 
km) are to be planted as part of the proposed soft landscaping scheme. The target 
condition for this feature is ‘Moderate’.  
 
Planting is to include a variety of native species, and aim to achieve the following: 
 

A. The average height and width of the hedgerow should 1.5 m or greater.  
B. The gap between the ground and the base of the canopy should be less than 

0.5 m for more than 90% of the hedge’s length, and there should be no gaps 
greater than 5 m with gaps making up less than 10 % of the total length.  

C. There should be no disturbance to the ground flora along the base of the 
hedgerow, and species indicative of nutrient enrichment should not be 
dominant.    

D. No non-native invasive species should be present, and there should be no 
hedgerow or ground damage.  

 
The targeted criterion, with brief description of how each may be achieved is 
provided in Appendix B.  
 

 
4. CONCLUSION 

 
4.1 Three habitats including individual trees, and one linear feature type, which are 

subject to condition assessment are to be included within the planting scheme for the 
site.  
 

4.2 These habitats and linear features include Traditional Orchard to be delivered in 
‘Moderate’ condition, Other Neutral Grassland to be delivered in ‘Good’ condition, 
Individual trees to be delivered in ‘Moderate’ condition and Native Hedgerow to be 
delivered in ‘Moderate’ condition, each within the standard time to target condition 
as set out within the current BNG metric.  
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4.3 The condition criterion for each habitat and linear feature have been assessed and 

those which can reasonably be achieved through appropriate creation, management 
and maintenance have been identified and targeted for delivery.    
 

4.4 Where planning permission is granted, further guidance on habitat creation, 
management and maintenance should be prepared for use / implementation by those 
appointed to initially create the agreed habitats and linear feature, and for those 
appointed to manage and maintain these habitats and linear features.  

 
 

       
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  



STEVE LAMB    REF: 891/LDV/S.Lamb/NewBarnFarm/HMMP 
LAND AT NEW BARN FARM, CAPEL ROAD, HORSHAM  
 

© Environmental Assessment Services Limited  7 
August 2026 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
APPENDIX A: Proposed Habitat Map   
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