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Cc:

Subject: Objection to Planning Application DC/26/0530 — Hornbrook Farm, Horsham
Categories: Comments Received

Dear Sir/Madam,
Re: Objection to Planning Application DC/26/0530 - Hornbrook Farm, Horsham

I write to formally object to the outline planning application DC/26/0530 for the proposed development of up to
180 dwellings, open space, and associated infrastructure at Hornbrook Farm, Horsham. My objection is based
on the unacceptable flood risk that this development poses to existing properties, particularly 1 Amies Mill
Farm Cottages, Kerves Lane, Horsham, RH13 6RL, which already suffers from severe flooding due to the Horn
Brook and River Adur.

The Site-Specific Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) prepared by Richard Jackson Engineering Consultants for the
proposed development acknowledges that, due to the site's geology, Priority 3 of the National Standards for
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) hierarchy is the most likely outcome. This means that runoff from the
development will be discharged into the Horn Brook, which is deeply concerning as Priority 3 involves
discharging runoff into an above-ground surface water body. This will exacerbate the existing flood risk to
downstream properties, including 1 Amies Mill Farm Cottages, which as already stated has historically
experienced severe flooding.

The FRA also notes that while Priority 2 (infiltration to ground) may be possible in part, particularly around
Parcel 5, this would require further geotechnical reports and infiltration testing, which have not yet been
conclusively demonstrated. The Local Lead Flood Authority (LLFA) has indicated in their pre-application
response that low infiltration rates are expected across most of the site due to its geology, further supporting
the likelihood that runoff will be discharged into the Horn Brook.

The proposed development's outline application includes more than four hectares of green infrastructure,
which could potentially impact the existing flood risk if not properly managed. The historical flooding issues
associated with the Horn Brook watercourse and the River Adur highlight the significant risks posed by the
proposed development. The ongoing flooding problems, combined with the potential for increased flood risk
due to the development's runoff discharge into the Horn Brook, underscore the need for a comprehensive and
legally sound objection.

Given these concerns, | request that the planning application be refused unless further evidence is provided to
demonstrate that the flood risk to existing properties will not be worsened. The findings from the FRA and the
LLFA's pre-application feedback are crucial in supporting this objection.

The table summarising the SuDS hierarchy priorities is included for clarity and reference.

Priority Description Implications for Flood Risk
Priority 1 Prevention of runoff Minimizes flood risk by preventing runoff from entering water bodies

Reduces flood risk by allowing water to infiltrate into the ground,

Priority 2 Infiltration to ground requiring further geotechnical reports and testing

Discharge into surface Increases flood risk by discharging runoff into above-ground surface

Priority 3 water body water bodies, potentially exacerbating existing flood risks
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