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The unmitigated issue of not allowing a sports facility to be removed without:  
 
· a replacement that must be available prior to the loss of the existing facility;  
 
· be located within a geographically appropriate catchment to serve the affected clubs;  
 
· provide secure community use, including long-term access for Southwick Hockey Club and 
South Downs Hockey Club.  
 
Given that the new 2G pitch in the current proposal is not planned to be available until 
approximately 4 or 5 years from the commencement of the development, then without a 
credible alternative for the intervening years it is very likely that neither Southwick Hockey Club 
nor South Downs Hockey Club will survive this hiatus.  
 
Extract from correspondence from Sport England on 17.4.2026  
 
The benefits of the new sports facilities do not outweigh the harm caused by the loss of the 
playing field, which will reduce the sporting capacity of the site to accommodate playing 
pitches, including the loss of the artificial hockey pitch. This artificial pitch is used by 2no. 
community hockey clubs which will be displaced and is likely to affect the sustainability of these 
clubs. Furthermore, this loss is not supported by the evidence base (Playing Pitch Strategy) for 
the area.  
 
Pre-application advice  
 
The agent has previously engaged with Sport England at the pre-application stage on the 
proposal. In summary, Sport England considered a proposal that involves the loss of any 
hockey capacity at the school would be unacceptable unless full compensatory mitigation is 
identified and fully secured in advance of any loss of existing facilities in accordance with our 
policy.  
 
Sport England considers that the application does not address the primary issue raised at pre-
application stage: that is, the proposed loss of the sand-based artificial hockey pitch without 
compensation.  
 
The PPS explicitly states that such facilities should be protected, reflecting both current 
demand and the strategic need to retain accessible, community-use hockey provision. The loss 
of this pitch would, therefore, directly conflict with the strategic evidence base. Southwick 
Hockey Club and South Downs Hockey Club are both established clubs with strong community 
roots and have been identified through hockey's South-East Futures as priority clubs for junior 
development and participation growth. The removal of their home pitch without appropriate 
replacement would:  
 
· displace both clubs from their established base  
· severely impact their ability to train and host matches  
· place at risk the sustainability of both clubs.  
 
It should be noted, that although the Department for Education have been in contact with 
Lancing College on the club's behalf to try to find us alternative provision at their site, there is 
no availability on Saturdays (which is when league hockey matches are played).  
 
Given all of the above, we would be grateful, therefore, that the policies within the Council and 
government guidelines designed to protect these key community facilities, are adhered to, 
otherwise what is the point of producing policy documents that are discarded so easily -making 
them worthless.  
 
Yours faithfully  

  
(For and on behalf of Southwick Hockey Club)  
10 Cobden Road, Worthing, BN11 4BD 
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Kind regards  

  

Telephone:  
 

 

Email: planning@horsham.gov.uk
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