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The property is currently in a state of significant disrepair and, in its present condition, is not considered 

suitable for occupation as commercial units. Due to its deteriorated state, it is unlikely that the buildings 

would meet current Health and Safety standards or attract potential tenants without requiring them to invest 

significantly or needing substantial rent-free periods prior to occupation. The substantial investment required 

to bring the property up to a usable condition, combined with its poor overall state, would make it unfeasible 

for commercial leasing without extensive remediation and thus likely lead to further periods of being left 

redundant, which in turn invites potential risks of security or anti-social behaviour at the property, being that 

it is located alongside a public footpath.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 Site Plan:  

It is understood that the buildings may comprise asbestos-containing materials, although the precise 

condition and potential risk of these materials have not been fully assessed. The presence of hazardous 

materials, along with the extensive works required to address the property's condition, suggests that 

demolition and rebuilding would be the most practical, cost effective and risk adverse approach. 

 

In line with current Health and Safety regulations, including the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 and the 

Control of Asbestos Regulations 2012, it is believed having inspected the buildings on site, that the buildings 

are not suitable for commercial use in their current state. Several structures on-site, including the steel portal 

frame buildings with metal and timber cladding, appear to be in poor structural condition, with some 

showing signs of being structurally unsound. The majority of the buildings were constructed prior to 1999, 

when the use of asbestos in building materials was still common. While asbestos is most likely to be present 

in roof materials, there may be further risks from other components.  

 

The absence of proper maintenance and the potential deterioration of these materials present significant 

health concerns. As the appended photographs show, some of the buildings are no fit for purpose outside of 

agricultural use, however, due to the nature of their construction and their age, they are now not fit for 
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modern agricultural practices. Therefore, in order to bring the property to an acceptable standard for 

commercial use, it is anticipated that demolition and rebuilding would be necessary 

 

Please note this is not a building survey nor have we carried out a building or structural survey on the 

Property.  
 

Evidence of current unsuitable condition of buildings 
 

Current Need 

As stated above, the buildings are in a dilapidated condition and have been vacant for a period of time, being 

that they are not suitable for commercial occupation and use. Demand for out of town small commercial 

spaces has fallen since the pandemic and subsequent economic downturn. The access to the Property, is 

down an unrestricted country road, meaning that the Property is not suited to all commercial uses or vehicles. 

Recently permission has been granted for similar sites located other planning permissions including Arun 

Feedmills. Arun Feedmills, has been granted permission for 8 residential units, however, the site has a fall 

back of consented commercial planning permission, At the time of the planning application, the Council felt 

that housing need overrode the employment need as per Policy 9. Therefore, the same consideration should 

be given to the subject Property, being that location and other factors are comparable.  

 

Two further recent appeals for commercial development within the vicinity highlighted the fact that the need 

for employment space is limited in the region and that there is surplus employment space in Horsham.   

 

 

 

 

 

 






