
From:                                 Andrew.Clout <Andrew.Clout@horsham.gov.uk>
Sent:                                  07 October 2026 15:18:00 UTC+01:00
To:                                      "Sam.Nye" <Sam.Nye@horsham.gov.uk>
Cc:                                      "Trees" <trees@horsham.gov.uk>; "Planning" <planning@horsham.gov.uk>
Subject:                             DC-26-1419 - Blackthorn Bungalow, Five Oaks Road, Slinfold
Attachments:                   DC-26-1419 - Blackthorn Bungalow, Five Oaks Road, Slinfold.docx
Categories:                       Consultations

Hi Sam, 
 
Please find consultation response attached as requested. 
 
Regards 

Andy
 
Andrew  

 
Clout 

 

Assistant Arboricultural Officer (Tues and Weds o
nly) 
Specialists Team - Strategic Planning 

Telephone:  01403 215524 
Email: Andrew.Clout@horsham.gov.uk
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HORSHAM DISTRICT COUNCIL CONSULTATION



		TO:

		Horsham District Council – Planning Dept



		LOCATION:

		Blackthorn Bungalow, Five Oaks Road, Slinfold



		DESCRIPTION:

		Permission in Principle for the demolition of Blackthorn Bungalow and the erection of a minimum and maximum of one dwellinghouse



		REFERENCE:

		DC-26-1419



		RECOMMENDATION:

		Advice 



		SUMMARY OF COMMENTS & RECOMMENDATION:



The proposed intensification of development is located very close to and within the  minimum recommended buffer for habitable development to irreplaceable habitat of Ancient Woodland (Toats Copse). It would therefore be contrary to the ethos of the NPPF which seeks to secure longer term protection of the woodland resource.





		MAIN COMMENTS:



The site is constrained by its very close proximity to the Northern arm of the parcel of Ancient Woodland (AW) referred to as Toat Copse. The AW parcel is approx. 2.5Ha in size with a buffer of more recent woodland to many of its edges.



The N arm of the copse clothes either side of the woodland ghyll stream that runs through it. It immediately abuts the application site, the ditch bank boundary being visible within circa 4-5m of the N flank elevation of the outbuilding proposed for demolition.



Current habitable site usage of the wider garden areas associated with the parent dwelling has resulted in some pressures for lopping of trees in close proximity to the building and stockpiling of nutrient rich garden waste in close proximity to the stems of some of the bounding trees in the AW.



In terms of the principle of location of housing development, erection of a new/larger replacement dwelling within the minimum recommended buffer to AW is contrary to the ethos of the NPPF due to the foreseeable indirect impacts (future pressures and associated land use issues) of intensified habitable development at such close proximity to an area recognised as an irreplaceable landscape habitat.





		ANY RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS:



N/A
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		ANDY CLOUT – ASST. ARBORICULTURAL OFFICER



		DEPARTMENT: 

		STRATEGIC PLANNING - SPECIALISTS
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		07/10/26
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