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56A & 56B West Street - front view 
 
1.0  Introduction & Planning Statement 
 
1.1   Planning Permission is sought for the conversion of first floor staff & store rooms above two shops 
to form a self-contained flat.  56 West Street is on the North side of West Street - a pedestrian precinct in 
central Horsham.  Historically it was divided into three shops 56, 56A & 56B West Street.  56B West Street is 
the smaller of the ground floor shops and includes a large first floor which extends over both 56A & 56B West 
Street.   
 



 

1.2      Careful consideration has been taken to ensure the proposed flat comply with the National 
Described Space Standards with good sized rooms and good natural lighting. 

 
1.3    This type of conversion is consistent with other properties in the Horsham Town Centre and West 
Street itself which consist of residential flats above commercial units. 
 
1.4  HDPF Planning Policy 33 Development Principles.  The nature of the works should not adversely 
effect the built environment because there are no external changes.  It makes efficient use of part of a building 
which otherwise is a disused staff and storage area.  The access to this property is via an existing shared rear 
alleyway over an existing flat roof.  The flat roof will not be used as a terrace therefore will not harm the 
amenity of others.  

 
1.5    The NPFF presumes in favour of sustainable developments such as this where Council’s are not 
hitting their housing targets.  Horsham District Council is current behind in its housing delivery.  This new 
dwelling will make a small but important contribution to the local housing need.    
 
 
 

 
 
Block plan  
 
 
2.0   Planning References  

 
2.1  Recent Planning History shows there have been several minor shopfront alteration planning and 
display of advertisement applications.  In 2010 a Certificate of Lawful Development use approval was granted for 
‘Change of use from recruitment agency (A2) to financial services (A2) (Certificate of Lawful Development - 
Proposed) ref DC/10/2119.   

 
 
3.0  Development within or affecting a Conservation area Landscape 
 
3.1  56 West Street lies in the Horsham Conservation Area.  The streets in the area date from 1812. 
 





 

 
 

 
4.0  Listed building or its setting 
 
4.1  56 West Street is not a listed building.   

 
 
 



 

 
 
Extract of Architectural Plan drawing showing layout  
 
 
5.0  Archaeological Notification Area 
 
5.1  56 West Street lies in an Archaeological Notification Area under the jurisdiction of West Sussex 
County Council.  However there are no ground works required with the proposed works. 
 
 
6.0  Schedule of Ancient Monuments 
 
6.1  N/A 
 
 
 



 

7.0  Historic Parks and Gardens 
 
7.1  N/A 

 
 

8.0  Conclusion 
 
8.1  The works are internal fit out only and therefore will not harm the Character of the Conservation 
Area.   
 
8.2   The proposal complies with Horsham District Council Local Plan Policies. 
 
8.3  Sustainable housing such as this is in line with National Planning Policies Framework.   
 
8.4  Given the above points we ask that Horsham Planning Department approve this application.  
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