
	

Dear Sir/ Madam

Proposed development of 68 homes to the land north of Slaughterford Chapel Road, Barns Green, West 
Sussex

I am a frequent visitor to Barns Green and with friends in the village, we often attend local events and visit 
the village pub. It is a very attractive Sussex village which deserves to be protected from second rate housing 
schemes that bear no relationship with the existing village character and village structure. This is not an 
objection to the principal of new development in a village such as Barns Green but instead a analysis on why 
this scheme does not meet any current design criteria for a site so close to such a distinctive heritage asset 
as the centre of this charming village.

Firstly, if we take a look at the immediate surroundings we have a mix of typical West Sussex houses often 
arranged in groups or short terraces which define the external public and private areas. This type layout is 
often referred to as a ‘gentle density’ and is typical of the village centre [see photos below]

Gentle density implies a design with a higher density of buildings on the site. These terraces and connected 
buildings help to create vibrant centres and reduce land use. This maintains a friendly, accessible feel and 
creates a street frontage traditional to the existing village. This doesn’t necessarily mean going higher but 
instead terraced or grouped houses. These are not laid out on a regular grid but flow around the external 
spaces they form to create a real village street. The current proposals ignore all of this and instead rely on 
the standard suburban ideal of detached boxes all set back behind private lawns

Any new housing development should work to a human scale and workability. It should prioritise pedestrians 
and cyclist with safe, direct routes creating environments where people want to walk and linger. There is an 
obligation to give back by creating more interesting and shared public spaces between buildings. The design 
of the layout is equally as important as the internal layouts of each house.

The scheme is of sufficient size to create a network of streets that connect through to different parts of the 
village and link to the surrounding areas. These new through ways should integrate the new development 
into the structure of the village, link people and avoid a detached, private enclave. New housing should strive 
to include public spaces like squares and parks to encourage subtle interaction in the village and build a 
strong sense of community.
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