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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 This design and access statement accompanies the application for listed building consent for the proposed 
window refurbishment work at Park House, Horsham. 

1.2 This application includes the proposed works to all the windows throughout the building and should form the 
basis of all future works. The refurbishment of the windows will be phased. 

  

2.0 The site  

2.1 Park House is listed Grade II* (List entry number 1353938). The List refers to the building as Horsham Park 
rather than Park House. It will be referred to as Park House throughout this document and in the planning 
application.  Park House is associated as a group with other listed structures which are also referenced in the 
listing description (the stables, the granary and the park walls, all of which are listed grade II).  

2.2 The list entry is as follows: 
 
NORTH STREET 1. 1236 (West Side) Horsham Park TQ 1730 1/47 20.5.49. II* GV 2. The offices of the Horsham 
Urban District Council. Large early C18 house. 2 storeys and attic. Red brick with stone dressings on a stone 
base. Horsham slab roof. 4 gabled dormers with pediments. Large pediment with circular window over the 
centre of the front, which has been altered by the addition of 2 chimneys on top at its apex. Stone cornice and 
parapet. Stone pilasters of banded rustication at the ends of the front and supporting the pediment in the 
centre. Also stone string courses and key stones to the windows. 9 windows divided 3-3-3. Narrow windows 
with segmental heads, sashes, glazing bars intact. 8-panel moulded door in frame with curved pediment over. 
Projecting stone plinth. The west front is slightly later than the east front. Rectangular windows in reveals with 
architraves on ground floor. Sashes, glazing bars intact. Good staircase and over-doors inside. Modern 
additions to north and south. Horsham Park, the stables, granary, outbuildings and estate, walls form a group. 

  

3.0 Statement of historical site significance 

3.1 An evaluation of the history and structure of Park House has been carried out by Dr Annabelle Hughes and is 
included as an appendix to this statement.  

3.2 A history of the house and the work carried out to it (Horsham District Council pamphlet c1980) has been 
obtained from Horsham Museum and is also included in the appendix. This includes phasing plans and brief 
details of the work carried out by HDC after a fire in c1979 to repair the building and to install modern services 
into the building in order to make the building suitable for the District Council to use as their offices.  All of 
the available evidence points to the fact that the current windows were installed at this time and therefore 
have limited historic significance. 

  

4.0 Project objectives 

4.1 The project looks to upgrade the existing windows. It would appear that all the windows in the property 
were replaced in the 20th Century. The windows are mostly timber although there are a small number of 
steel Crittall style windows within one of the latter extensions. All the windows are single glazed. The main 
driver of the project is to upgrade the thermal performance of all the windows. This will be done in a 
sympathetic way with all colours, profiles and mouldings to match the existing. 

  



 

      

5.0 Accessibility  

5.1 As the works are only concerned with the windows it will not affect the accessibility into or within the building. 

  

6.0 Proposed works 

6.1 The below sets out all the works proposed to the windows. These are clearly shown on the drawings that 
accompany the application. The application is for consent for all the works however the works will be phased. 
Drawing 2556-018 shows the works proposed in the first phase. 
 
Historic Core:  
 

I. Retain all existing timber sash frames. 

II. Remove all sashes, weights and cords. 

III. Build new sashes with new 14mm heritage slimline double glazing. All glazing bar profiles and sizes 

to match the existing. Colour to match the existing. 

IV. Renew all draft stripping, cords and weights. 

V. Replace all hardware with brass hardware to match the existing. 

Timber windows in NE & SW 20th century additions: 

I. As above 

Steel windows in SW 20th century addition: 

I. Remove existing steel frame windows in full. 

II. Replace or repair (where possible) all timber subframes. 

III. Replace windows with Crittall Homelight Plus TE. 

- The existing window style is an original standard metal window most likely made by Crittall. 

Although still possible to procure, there will be very little increase in thermal performance and 

based on this, it has been discounted.  

- After speaking to Crittall, the window that they would recommend being the closest match is 

the Homelight Plus. There is a version of this with an upgraded thermal performance which we 

have selected (Homelight Plus TE). 

IV. All colours, and glazing bar profiles to match the existing as closely as possible. 

V. It is proposed that some of the opening casements on windows in the WC area are adjusted due to 

security. Refer to drawing 2556/019 

VI. The obscure glass for the windows into the WC areas will be matched as closely as possible. A similar 

modern equivalent appears to be Pilkington Arctic Float Glass. 

6.2 
 
 
 
 
6.3 
 

Window FW2 which is into the 1F male WCs is currently a sliding timber sash window. This appears to be 
newer than the other sashes. There is no obvious reason why this was put in in timber rather than steel. We 
have proposed changing this to a steel window to match the others in that area. The style would match GW1 
below. 
 
The overall approach has been determined with reference to the historical information referenced above and 
included in the appendix. 

6.4 The repair work which is proposed is predominantly like for like repair work using compatible materials which 
will respect the great significance of the building. 



 

      

Appendix 1 
 
An historical and structural evaluation 
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