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Dear Mr Holmes,

Further to your email to ECE planning regarding this site, | write to confirm that Great Crested Newts
have been appropriately considered at this site. This was through both the desktop assessment of the
site and the site visit by our ecologists.

There is only two ponds present within 500m of the application site. These are referenced in section
3.7 of our PEA report, reproduced below, with Figure 7 showing their location.

3.7 Great Crested Newts and other Amphibians

There are two ponds within 500m of the site, both of which are beyond drains or a river, which will likely
provide a natural barrier to the movement of great crested newts. Great crested newts are therefore
highly unlikely to be present at the site.

SxBRC provided five records for great crested newts within 2km of the site, the closest of which is 1km
to the east. SxBRC also provided records for common toad, palmate newt, smooth newt and common
frog.

AR O N PP T R C
of the site. Image produced courtesy of Magic maps (http://www.magic.gov.uk/,
contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0).
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As explained within that report, both ponds (including one to the west that is referenced and further
more recently created ponds within the Bamber Brooks site as recently as last year) are situated the
other side of significant watercourses that act as barriers to distribution — namely the River Adur.
Watercourses act as significant barriers to GCN movement both due to predation risk, where larger fish
are found, and the barrier effect of flowing water to small amphibians, meaning efts (juvenile newts)
would be unable to cross back across such a feature.

The site is therefore, based on its merits and all available information, extremely unlikely to support a
population of terrestrial great crested newts.
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