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Significant weight should be given to these highway impacts, and permission should not be granted unless 
safe access arrangements, realistic parking provision, and an effective construction traffic management 
plan can be convincingly demonstrated. 

Sustainability and transport choice 

Public transport serving the village is extremely limited, meaning residents rely heavily on private cars for 
commuting and everyday activities. As a result, the development risks locking in higher levels of car 
dependency, with associated emissions and further strain on local roads. This outcome conflicts with local 
and national policy objectives around sustainable development and transport. 

Landscape character and hedgerows 

The established hedgerow along Chapel Road plays an important role in maintaining the rural character of 
Barns Green and provides clear ecological value. It also contributes to surface water management by 
reducing runoff, stabilising soils, and protecting nearby watercourses. The loss or degradation of this 
feature would result in demonstrable harm to the character, appearance, and environmental function of 
the village, and such harm is not adequately justified by the proposed development. 

Closing statement 

For all of the reasons set out above, I respectfully request that Horsham District Council refuses this 
application. At the very least, the proposal should only be considered if there is robust, independently 
verifiable evidence addressing wastewater capacity, flood risk and drainage, and highway safety, with 
mitigation measures that are fully funded, enforceable, and delivered prior to any occupation. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 




