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Partridge Green is a rural village characterised by incremental 
growth around a historic core, with the parish church and 
traditional village centre forming its focal point. Subsequent 
20th-century expansion has introduced a series of residential 
estates, predominantly arranged as cul-de-sacs and short 
loops extending from principal routes.

Development in the vicinity of the site is primarily suburban in 
character, particularly along The Rise, which comprises post-
war and late 20th-century housing. Littleworth Lane retains a 
more semi-rural character, with softer edges, hedgerows, and 
intermittent built form. This contrast between the structured 
suburban grain of The Rise and the looser, greener character 
of Littleworth Lane defines the immediate context of the site.

Features and materials found within Partridge Green are:

Roofs:

•	 Pitched

•	 Hipped

•	 Gable

Materials

•	 Brown Brick

•	 Red Brick

•	 Tile Hanging

•	 Weatherboarding

Details:

•	 Bay Window

•	 Brick Banding

•	 Soldier Course Window Headers

•	 Hipped Porches

2.04 Local Character
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4.07 Landscape Strategy

The site’s landscape defines its character and function, shaped 
by natural features, vegetation, and context. The design 
preserves key elements while enhancing biodiversity, usability, 
and overall cohesion. The Landscape Strategy is founded on:

•	 Maintaining an area of accessible open space within both field 
parcels in the northern / lower parts of the site

•	 Protecting and enhancing existing field boundaries, including the 
internal field boundary

•	 Encouraging the natural regeneration of hedgerow oaks and planting 
new ones

•	 Including feature trees such as oaks, street trees and ornamental trees 
throughout the development

•	 Seeking to improve the settlement edge in a positive and more 
sensitive way, respecting and reinforcing the gap between Partridge 
Green and Littleworth

•	 Knitting into the surrounding field patterns and hedgerows by 
providing new hedgerows that defines the northern boundary 
between housing and open space

•	 Providing a clear hierarchy of pedestrian and cycle footpaths;

•	 Screening outfacing boundary fencing through proposed native 
hedge planting;

•	 Integrating permeable paving where possible:

•	 Integrated a natural play trail within the open space close to the 
development edge; and

•	 Maintaining an area of open space between the proposed 
development and Littleworth Lane in response to the sensitivity to the 
settlement edge /character of Littleworth Lane.

Proposed Landscape Plan

28

Land North of The Rise | Design and Access Statement | ECE Architecture  | April 2026Client name | Report name | ECE Architecture  | Mon YY









4.09 Ecology

The development will retain the most important ecological 
features of the site. The north of the proposed development 
will provide open greenspace for residents, and maintain 
ecological connectivity with the surrounds. In this area, 
grassland will be retained and enhanced to increase the 
number of wildflowers. Scattered native trees will be planted 
through the grassland. A native hedgerow will be planted 
along the southern edge of the greenspace, creating a natural 
buffer. Across the site, trees are being retained with only a few 
small areas of clearance. 

Street trees will be planted across the developed part of the 
site, with some new trees groups and infill tree planting to 
the site boundaries. Planting of mixed native scrub around 
the edges of woodland and retained trees will enhance 
biodiversity and improve 3D structure for foraging bats. Wood 
piles and deadwood will be retained onsite, if required these 
will be carefully relocated by hand. Careful working methods 
will ensure any reptiles or amphibians occurring onsite will not 
be harmed. 

A connection to a footpath to the east will not require any tree 
felling, and necessary scrub clearance will be done outside 
the breeding bird season. Woodland along the east edge 
of the site will be enhanced through careful management 
and additional planting of trees and understorey herbs / 
wildflowers. The planting and management of the retained 
and provided habitats at the site will be set out within an 
Ecological Management Plan (EMP). Additional benefits for a 
range of protected and Priority species are set out within a 
Biodiversity Enhancement Strategy (BES) through the provision 
of bird boxes (general garden birds, house sparrow terraces 
and swift bricks), bat boxes (summer and hibernation), insect 
hotels and hedgehog houses, and a refuge / hibernaculum for 
reptiles and amphibians.

External lighting will be designed in accordance with best 
practice to avoid light spill onto greenspace and retained 
trees, especially those trees with veteran features that might 
be used by bats for roosting. The impact assessment of lighting 
will be informed by an updated tree survey for bats as the last 
survey is more than 3 years old.

Key
Ecology Enhancement Plan
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5.05 Proposed View
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7.01 Conclusion
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