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Figure 1: Proposed bank on northern side of Employment Road. 

The tree cover in this area was surveyed under the BS:5837 Phase 1 Tree Survey by PJA trees. The 

whole tree group has been included in the Survey as a category ‘B’ group under Ref: G45-PA.  

The area consists of dense blackthorn and smaller multi-stem coppice goat willow with occasional slender 

Alders (mostly on the far side of the bank). None of the trees are notable as individual specimen trees, 

however, collectively they create continuous tree canopy cover and are visually significant as a landscape 

group.  

 

Figure 2: Dense Blackthorn in-situ 

The area of required soil level changes will encroach marginally into the group in two specific areas of 

G45-PA which have been annotated onto the plan below. In both areas existing Blackthorn scrub and 

suckering growth will be cut back. 
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Figure 3: Areas of Encroachment 

A1 (west) requires a very minor re-grading of the soil levels over 2.5m2 into G45-PA with a maximum of 

200mm of soil displacement. This very minor encroachment would be approximately 5m from the base of 

a single stem Alder which is dead or in advanced decline (see Figure 4).  

The area proposed for re-grading is therefore likely to be outside of the RPA of the tree. Furthermore, as 

the Alder is a poor-quality specimen in declining health, alternative engineered options are not justified 

on this occasion.  

 

Figure 4: Dead / Declining Alder close to A2 

With regards to ‘A2’, the eastern area of soil re-grading is 3.4m from the base of a multi-stem Goat Willow. 

Whist this tree was not detailed specifically in the BS:5837 survey, the topographical survey recorded a 

multi-stem tree, 8m tall and with four stem 120mm diameter. Under BS:5837 (2012) the tree therefore 

requires a Root Protection Area radius of 2.9m (area of 26.1m2).  
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within the red line boundary. As a result of this, the land that will form the adoptable highway including 

the carriageway, verges and roundabouts have been excluded from the BNG metric. Likewise, any 

temporary embankments either side of the road that will form part of the future employment parcels has 

been excluded. To ensure the scheme continues to deliver a net gain of 10%, areas of meadow grass, to 

provide species rich grassland, have been included. The landscape plans and BNG metric have been 

updated accordingly and are enclosed with this addendum submission. This confirms that the scheme 

continues to exceed 10% BNG in hedgerow and habitat units. There remains a shortfall in watercourse 

biodiversity net gain though as set out in our consultee responses dated 15 January 2025, means to 

achieve the necessary net gain will continue to be explored, however it is currently proposed that river 

credits will be purchased if alternative solutions cannot be found prior to the commencement of works. 

The final suite of drawing and report references are provided in Appendix A and Appendix B respectively. 

These comprise the final set of documents and drawings for approval. Plans and documents not for 

approval are contained within Appendix C. 

We trust this is in order. Please do let us know if you require anything further to progress to determination. 

Sincerely, 

Stantec UK Limited 

  
James Taylor  
Planner 
Phone:  

 

 

stantec.com/uk 

cc. Alex Jones (Stantec) 

  














