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1 Summary of Assessment 

Co-ecology Ltd was commissioned by Nyetimber Vineyards to provide advice and support related to the 
proposed development of a new pressing centre at Nyetimber Vineyards, West Chiltington, West Sussex. 
The following points summarise the main results of this Preliminary Ecological Appraisal.  

1.1. The proposals comprise the development of a new pressing centre and associated hard and soft 
landscaping.  

1.2. Arun Valley Ramsar Site, Special Protection Area (SPA) and Special Area of Conservation (SAC) is 
located 3.28km southwest of the site, and The Mens SAC is located 7km north-west of the site. 

1.3. There are two internationally designated sites within 10km of the site and five Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest within 5km of the site, the closest being Hurston Warren, 2.65km southwest. There 
is one Local Wildlife Site (LWS) within 2km of the site: Cattlestone Farm, 0.32km north. 

1.4. Due to their distance from the site, the reasons for citation, and the nature of the proposals, no 
impact to the protected sites is predicted. 

1.5. The data search from the Sussex Biodiversity Records Centre (SxBRC) for a radius of 2km returned a 
total of 2,793 records. 212 of these were bats, 2002 for notable birds and the remainder for other 
species and plants. There were 380 records for invasive non-native species, the majority of these 
being Canada geese. 

1.6. There were two granted European Protected Species Mitigation (EPSM) licences within 2km of the 
development site boundary, both licences were granted for bats at adjacent locations 2km west of 
the site boundary. 

1.7. A UK Habitats survey, habitat condition assessment and protected species assessment were carried 
out in May 2026 by an experienced ecologist from Co-ecology. 

1.8. The site boundary measures approximately 0.67ha and was a flat uniform piece of land.  It comprised 
a parcel of vineyard with a buffer of modified grassland to the north and south of a 4m stretch of 
species-rich native hedgerow. A small area of vegetated developed land was to the south of the 
hedgerow, leading to a paved access track to the road network. 

1.9. The proposals will result in direct impacts to c1d7 Vineyard, g4 modified grassland, 4m of species-
rich native hedge, and a small area of sparsely vegetated urban land. All other habitats around the 
site will remain unaffected.  

1.10. Bats: The hedgerow provides a limited commuting and foraging corridor for bats within an otherwise 
low-quality site. There are no suitable roosting features within the site and therefore no impacts to 
roosting bats are anticipated. The proposed loss of hedgerow is minimal (approximately 4m), and 
larger canopy trees on either side are to be retained, ensuring that the commuting route remains 
functional and largely intact.  

1.11. Nesting birds: The hedgerow habitat provides suitable nesting opportunities for common and 
widespread bird species. The remaining habitats are not suitable to nesting birds due to their 
intensive commercial management.  

 
 

  

1.13. Reptiles - The modified grassland provides limited and sub-optimal habitat for reptiles due to its 
short sward and regular disturbance. While there is some low potential for reptiles to be present, 
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the site lacks the habitat diversity required to support notable populations. Works could result in a 
low risk of harm to individual animals, giving rise to a minor impact at the site level. 

1.14. Dormice – The native hedgerow has low suitability to support dormice, and is connected to a network 
of hedgerows to the west. The proposals include a loss of 4m of hedgerow, however it has been 
proposed that the hedge loss is in an area that will retain adjacent trees, in turn keeping arboreal 
connectivity. Therefore, there is a chance that nesting dormice could be impacted, although the 
probability of this is low due to the short distance of hedge loss. There is no impact to arboreal 
connectivity for dormice.  

1.15. Biodiversity enhancements onsite could include the creation of new native hedgerows on the 
development perimeter and the installation of bat and bird boxes on the new building.  

1.16. A Biodiversity Net Gain assessment is being completed by the project ecologist in consultation with 
the design team for the scheme, and the results are presented separately.   
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2 Background 

Overview of the commission and the proposals 

2.1. Nyetimber Vineyards commissioned Co-ecology Ltd to provide advice and support relating to the 
proposed development at land north of the pressing centre, on land east of Broadford Bridge Road.   

2.2. The proposals comprise the construction of a new pressing centre with associated hard and soft 
landscaping, including road access from the existing track to the south.  

2.3. This report has been completed and comprises the following elements: 

• A data search with the local environmental records centre; 

• results of a survey of the on-site habitats following the UK Habitats Classification; 

• an assessment of the likely presence of legally protected species; 

• an evaluation of the relative nature conservation value of the site; 

• an initial assessment of likely impacts and opportunities; 

• recommendations for any further surveys or assessments that may be necessary. 

Objectives of this appraisal  

2.4. To use the process outlined above to determine the status and value of the habitats within the 
application site and any likely constraints to the proposals, and to provide an initial assessment of 
impact to any identified ecological receptors and measures to off-set those impacts and provide 
enhancements in line with national and local planning policies.  

2.5. The primary objectives of this appraisal are to ensure that all impacts are correctly identified, to 
determine if any further surveys may be required, and to provide an outline of appropriate measures 
for mitigation, compensation and enhancement.  

Site context  

2.6. The site is approximately 0.67 hectares (ha) in area and comprises of an area of vineyard with a 
modified grassland buffer on both sides of a 4m length of species-rich native hedgerow. South of the 
hedgerow lies an area on sparsely vegetated urban land, with a hardstanding access track leading 
from the site to the road.  National Grid Reference for the centre of the site is TQ 0959 1910. 

2.7. The site is part of the wider Nyetimber Vineyard Site and is bordered on all aspects by vineyards. 
Habitats in the wider landscape include parcels of agricultural pasture, deciduous and ancient 
woodland, and mature hedgerows. The village of West Chiltington lies 0.75km to the south.  

2.8. The wider surroundings consist of a rural landscape containing large areas of agricultural grassland 
with scattered patches of ancient and semi-natural woodland. The site is relatively well-connected 
to the wider landscape through a network of hedgerows. 

Legislation and policy   

2.9. The following pieces of legislation and National policy are relevant to this appraisal and have been 
used to inform this appraisal;  

• The Environment Act (2021); 

• Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended); 

• Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended); 

• Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006; 
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• Protection of Badgers Act 1992; 

• Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000; 

• Hedgerow Regulations 1997 (as amended); 

• The National Planning Policy Framework 2023; 

• Biodiversity and geological conservation: circular 06/2005. 

2.10. The following local policies are extracted from the Horsham District Planning Framework1 

• Policy 31: Green Infrastructure and Biodiversity 

2.11. An extract of the key relevant sections of these policies is provided below whilst the full policies 
themselves are available online following the link provided in the footer. 

2.12. Policy 31: “Development proposals will be required to contribute to the enhancement of existing 
biodiversity, and should create and manage new habitats where appropriate. The Council will support 
new development which retains and /or enhances significant features of nature conservation on 
development sites. The Council will also support development which makes a positive contribution to 
biodiversity through the creation of green spaces, and linkages between habitats to create local and 
regional ecological networks.” 

 
 

 

1 Horsham District Council Planning Framework  
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3 Methodology 

Personnel 

3.1. The habitat survey, site appraisal and reporting were carried out by Orlando Methuen-Campbell 
MCIEEM. Orlando is an ecologist with eight years’ commercial experience in quantitative field 
surveys and assessments, with expertise in habitats although primarily a specialist in the mitigation 
of impacts to legally protected species.   

Contextual information and data records 

3.2. Contextual information on the site was gathered from freely available online resources including a 
2km search for habitats and species and a 10km search for protected sites using Magic Map hosted 
by Defra. Online aerial imagery was used to make an assessment of the site’s position within the 
wider landscape including connectivity and potential corridors for movement. A 2km standard data 
search was commissioned from the Sussex Biodiversity Records Centre (SxBRC) and the most 
pertinent results are summarised in this report. 

UK Habitats Classification Survey 

3.3. The surveyor visited the site on 11th May 2026 and recorded all identifiable plant species with an 
indication of their relative abundance following the DAFOR2 scale. The purpose of the survey was 
to complete a baseline habitat survey of the developable areas of the site using the UK Habitats 
Classification system. The UKHab-Professional system was used as reference with habitats assigned 
to either Level 3 or to Level 4 where applicable, the minimum mapping unit used was 25m2 and all 
Secondary Codes were utilised where the relevant conditions pertained.  

Protected Species Risk Assessment 

3.4. This report provides an assessment of the likely presence of any legally3 protected or notable4 
species based on the habitats present and the known affiliations of species with those habitats and 
their distribution across the UK. The assessment draws on the findings of the site visit, the 
contextual information, and any data records returned from the Local Environmental Records 
Centre during the desk study. 

Evaluation 

3.5. An assessment is provided as to the likely importance of the site judged by the habitats present and 
the species that have been confirmed or are likely to be present. This value is expressed at a 
geographic scale following criteria set out by CIEEM (2017) in their impact assessment guidance.  

Constraints 

3.6. The findings presented in this study represent those at the time of survey and reporting, and data 
collected from available sources. Ecological surveys by their nature are limited by factors which 
affect the presence of plants and animals, such as time of year, migration patterns and behaviour.  

3.7. The habitat survey was undertaken in May 2026 and consequently any plants with an earlier or 
later flowering phenology may have been missed or underreported. This report is not aimed at 
offering a concise list of all species present on site at any time of the year but as assessment of the 
habitats present on site. 

 

2

 Dominant, Abundant, Frequent, Occasional, Rare 
3

 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 
2017. 
4

 Notable includes those listed as Priority Species under Section 41 (S41) of the 2006 Natural Environment 
and Rural Communities (NERC) Act.  
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Figure 4.1 – Statutory Protected Sites within 10km of development site 
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Figure 4.2 –Priority habitats within 2km of development site 
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Figure 4.3 - Habitat Map  
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Figure 4.4 – Pond Map 
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5 Impacts and Opportunities  

Impacts 

5.1. Protected sites – The site lies on the edge of the Impact Risk Zone (IRZ) for Hurston warren SSSI. 
However, the proposed development is unlikely to pose a risk to this SSSI due to the nature of the 
small scale, non-residential development and will therefore not require consultation with Natural 
England. 

5.2. While Arun Valley Ramsar Site, SPA and SAC is located within 3.8km southwest of the site and The 
Mens SAC is located 7.8km north-west of the site, the proposed works are not an urban development 
and overall, the proposals provide ecological enhancements to the area. Therefore, there are no 
perceived impacts to the protected sites. 

5.3. When taking into account the reasons for their citation, the distance from the site, and likely absence 
of any supporting function from the on-site habitats, no direct construction led impacts from the 
proposals to the international sites or the SSSIs within the wider landscape are anticipated nor would 
there likely be any loss or disturbance of functionally linked land. As such, no further consultation 
with the local planning authority regarding the impacts of the proposed development is required. 

5.4. Cattlestone farm LWS is located 0.32km north-east of the site. The site is cited for its wet grassland 
plant species. When taking into account the small size of the development, cited in an vinicultural 
environment and absence of an increase in net population, it is considered that the proposals will 
have a negligible impact on the LWS.   

5.5. Habitats – The project design has been developed to minimise the impacts on the most important 
habitats, such as the hedgerows that intersect and surround the site by minimising the loss of 
hedgerow required and citing the loss towards the end of a hedgerows, causing minimal impact to 
ongoing connectivity. The remaining vineyard and modified grassland that the site comprises is of 
low ecological value. 

5.6. Protected species – There are potential impacts from the proposals to foraging bats, breeding birds, 
 and reptiles.   

• Bats – The hedgerow provides a limited commuting and foraging corridor for bats within 
an otherwise low-quality site. There are no suitable roosting features within the site and 
therefore no impacts to roosting bats are anticipated. The proposed loss of hedgerow is 
minimal (approximately 4m), and larger canopy trees on either side are to be retained, 
ensuring that the commuting route remains functional and largely intact. However, the 
introduction of artificial lighting during construction or operation could disrupt commuting 
and foraging behaviour, particularly for light-sensitive species.  

• Breeding birds – The hedgerow offers some limited nesting habitat for breeding birds. Any 
removal or inappropriate timing of works to this feature could result in the loss or 
disturbance of active nests. The remainder of the site, including vineyard and short sward 
grassland, is largely unsuitable for nesting birds. Construction activities may also cause 
temporary disturbance to birds using adjacent habitats. Overall, this could result in a minor 
impact at the site level. 

•  
 
 

  

• Dormice – The native hedgerow has suitability to support dormice, and is connected to a 
network of hedgerows to the west. The proposals include a loss of 4m of hedgerow, 
however it has been proposed that the hedge loss is in an area that will retain adjacent 
trees, in turn keeping arboreal connectivity. Therefore, there is a chance that nesting 
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dormice could be impacted, although the probability of this is low due to the short distance 
of hedge loss. There is no impact to arboreal connectivity for dormice.  

• Reptiles - The modified grassland provides limited and sub-optimal habitat for reptiles due 
to its short sward and regular disturbance. While there is some low potential for reptiles 
to be present, the site lacks the habitat diversity required to support notable populations. 
Works could result in a low risk of harm to individual animals, giving rise to a minor impact 
at the site level. 
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Opportunities   

5.7. Some measures could be implemented to improve the site’s ecological value. These could include: 

• Creation of new native hedgerows around the perimeter of the development; 

• enhancement of existing retained hedge and creation of scrub pockets; 

• alterations to the remaining retained grassland habitats to make them more diverse in 
species and with a variety of structure; and 

• introduction of bat and bird boxes on the new building or nearby mature trees. 
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6 Recommendations 

Recommendations  

6.1. The proposals do not fit within a Biodiversity Net Gains (BNG) exemption, therefore, the 
development must deliver mandatory 10% BNG. 

6.2. A Biodiversity Net Gain assessment is being completed by the project ecologist (OC) in consultation 
with the design team for the scheme, and the results are presented separately. 

Recommendations for surveys prior to construction 

6.3. No further surveys are required to facilitate the development. 

Mitigation  

6.4. Habitats - Retained hedgerows that surround the construction area should be protected during the 
construction phase with Heras fencing, or similar.  

6.5. Breeding birds – The removal of any suitable nesting habitat should be removed between September 
and February (inclusive) outside of the bird breeding season. If this timeframe cannot be avoided, a 
close inspection of the vegetation should be undertaken no more than 48 hours prior to the 
commencement of works by an experienced ecologist. All active nests will need to be protected and 
retained until the young have fledged.  

  
 

  

6.7. Bats – All construction activities should be confined to daylight hours, with no artificial lighting to be 
used. As foraging bats are likely to utilise the hedgerow either side of the site, artificial lighting should 
be avoided during the construction phase, and any new lighting should follow current best practice 
guidance from the Bat Conservation Trust (BCT) and the Institute of Lighting Engineers (ILE). 

6.8. Dormice – Prior to removal of the hedgerows, the area will be checked for dormice nests by a suitably 
experienced ecologist.  

6.9. If works are undertaken during the dormouse hibernation period (October to April inclusive) the 
hedgerow clearance will undergo a two phase cut. The vegetation will be cut to approximately 30cm 
off the ground when it will then be inspected by a suitably experienced ecologist before being cut to 
ground level.   

6.10. Reptiles – Modified grassland within the development area should be kept to a short sward prior to 
development to deter reptiles from using the site.  

Habitat enhancement 

6.11. Measures for habitat compensation and enhancement for individual species could include: 

• The enhancement of the retained grassland by increasing species and structural diversity; 

• The creation of new native hedgerow around the perimeter of the development; and   

• Introduction of new bat and bird boxes on the new building or nearby mature trees. 

• Installation of nearby log piles for reptiles. 
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Photographs 

Picture 1 

View looking south into the area of 
hedgerow proposed to be lost (between the 
two retained trees). 

 

Picture 2  

View looking north across the proposed 
development site. 

 

Picture 3 

View looking north west across the site 
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Picture 4 

View of the site looking south over 
hardstanding access track. 

 

 





  

 

 




