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Summary of Assessment 

Nyetimber Vineyards commissioned Co-ecology Ltd to provide advice and support relating to the proposed 
development at land north of the pressing centre, on land east of Broadford Bridge Road, West Chiltington 
RH20 2RZ.  The following points summarise the main results of this Biodiversity Net Gain Design Report 

1.1. The proposals comprise the construction of a new pressing centre with associated hard and soft 
landscaping, including road access from the existing track to the south. 

1.2. A Preliminary Ecological Appraisal undertaken by Co-ecology Ltd (2026a) identified habitats onsite 
suitable for foraging and commuting bats,  dormice, reptiles and nesting birds.  

1.3. The site comprises predominantly low ecological value habitats, with the majority (0.60ha) consisting 
of intensively managed vineyard, offering limited structural diversity and low suitability for most 
wildlife. Areas of modified grassland are species-poor, short-sward and regularly disturbed, further 
reducing their ecological value, although they provide minor foraging opportunities for generalist 
species. 

1.4. In contrast, the native hedgerow, although limited in extent within the site, is of higher ecological 
value. It qualifies as a species-rich Priority Habitat and provides some connectivity, as well as limited 
foraging and nesting opportunities for birds, dormice and commuting/foraging routes for bats. 
However, its short length within the site restricts its overall ecological contribution. 

1.5. The designs negate the removal of 0.60ha of non-cereal crop and 0.13ha modified grassland, both  
with limited biodiversity value. A total of 5m of species-rich native hedgerows will be lost to facilitate 
the access to the new pressing centre, however this has been kept to a minimum with the aim of 
retaining larger specimens to maintain arboreal connectivity. The design retains the remainder of 
the semi-natural habitats present on site. 

1.6. The loss of grassland and non-cereal crop will be compensated for onsite via the creation of 0.1263ha 
of mixed scrub and 0.0709ha of species-rich other neutral grassland (both moderate condition), the 
enhancement of 0.0093ha of modified grassland to species-rich other neutral grassland (moderate 
condition), and the creation of 0.0527ha of sustainable drainage system (SuDS). The new habitats 
form an integral part of a much larger nature recovery and re-wilding scheme.   

1.7. The loss of 5m of hedgerow will be compensated for with the creation of a 71m section of native 
species-rich hedgerow with trees along the western boundary of the development site. The 
hedgerow will provide a buffer habitat between the new pressing centre and wider natural habitats 
and a food and nesting opportunities for a wide range of faunal species using the site 

1.8. The proposals were led by the ecological receptors present on site. The design avoided impacting 
receptors with a high distinctiveness by keeping the site away from nearby habitats, and minimised 
the loss of medium distinctiveness receptors where possible. Compensation for the loss of modified 
grassland and vineyard includes the creation of 0.1263ha mixed scrub, 0.0709ha other neutral 
grassland and 0.0527ha of sustainable drainage system, together with the enhancement of 0.0093ha 
of modified grassland to other neutral grassland, all onsite. Compensation and enhancement 
measures will provide a higher quality mosaic of habitats on site and provide opportunities for a 
range of wildlife.   

1.9. The proposed enhancements to all retained habitats on site and compensation for loss of natural 
habitats are in line with environmental policies included within The Horsham District Council Local 
Plan. Under the current landscape design for the site, a 12.84% net gain for habitat units and a 
356.77% net gain for hedgerow units is predicted.  
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2 Background  

Overview of the commission and the proposals 

2.1. Nyetimber Vineyards commissioned Co-ecology Ltd to provide advice and support relating to the 
proposed development at land north of the pressing centre, on land east of Broadford Bridge Road.   

2.2. The proposals comprise the construction of a new pressing centre with associated hard and soft 
landscaping, including road access from the existing track to the south.  

2.3. This report has been completed and comprises the following elements: 

• A data search with the local environmental records centre; 

• results of a survey of the on-site habitats following the UK Habitats Classification; 

• an assessment of the likely presence of legally protected species; 

• an evaluation of the relative nature conservation value of the site; 

• an initial assessment of likely impacts and opportunities; 

• recommendations for any further surveys or assessments that may be necessary. 

2.4. A Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) undertaken in May 2026 (Co-ecology, 2026a) identified 
habitats onsite suitable for foraging and commuting bats, dormice, reptiles and 
nesting birds.  

Objectives of this assessment  

2.5. The aim of this report is to summarise the results and supporting information behind the 
accompanying Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) calculation that determines the biodiversity value of the 
habitats on site pre- and post-development, and to determine whether biodiversity net gain can be 
achieved.  

2.6. The retention, enhancement and creation of habitats, are detailed as required in order to reach a 
minimum of 10% net gain and the approach taken for this assessment is consistent with the 
mitigation hierarchy where impacts were avoided wherever practicable.  

Site context and legislation 

2.7. The site is approximately 0.98 hectares (ha) in area and comprises of an area of vineyard with a 
modified grassland buffer on both sides of a 5m length of species-rich native hedgerow. South of the 
hedgerow lies an area on sparsely vegetated urban land, with a hardstanding access track leading 
from the site to the road.  National Grid Reference for the centre of the site is TQ 0959 1910. 

2.8. The site is part of the wider Nyetimber Vineyard Site and is bordered on all aspects by vineyards. 
Habitats in the wider landscape include parcels of agricultural pasture, deciduous and ancient 
woodland, and mature hedgerows. The village of West Chiltington lies 0.75km to the south.  

2.9. The wider surroundings consist of a rural landscape containing large areas of agricultural grassland 
with scattered patches of ancient and semi-natural woodland. The site is relatively well-connected 
to the wider landscape through a network of hedgerows. 

2.7 The following pieces of legislation and National policy are relevant to this scheme and have been 
used to inform this appraisal: 

• The Environment Act (2021) 

• Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 
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• The National Planning Policy Framework 2024. 

2.10. An extract of the key relevant section of the National Planning Policy Framework is provided below 
whilst the full policies themselves are available following the link provided as a foot note1: 

2.11. “118 Planning policies and decisions should: 

a. Encourage multiple benefits from both urban and rural land, including through mixed use 
schemes and taking opportunities to achieve net environmental gains – such as 
developments that would enable new habitat creation or improve public access to the 
countryside.” 

2.12. “170 Planning policies and decisions should contribute to and enhance the natural and local 
environment by: 

b. Recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside, and the wider benefits 
from natural capital and ecosystem services – including the economic and other benefits of 
the best and most versatile agricultural land, and of trees and woodland; 

d.    minimising impacts on and providing net gains for biodiversity, including by establishing 
coherent ecological networks that are more resilient to current and future pressures.”  

2.13. “171 Plans should… take a strategic approach to maintaining and enhancing networks of habitats 
and green infrastructure, and plan for the enhancement of natural capital at a catchment or 
landscape scale across local authorities’ boundaries”. 

2.14. “174 To protect and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity, plans should: 

a. Identify, map and safeguard components of local wildlife-rich habitats and wider ecological 
networks, including the hierarchy of international, national and locally designated sites of 
importance for biodiversity; wildlife corridors and steppingstones that connect them and 
areas identified by national and local partnerships for habitat management, enhancement, 
restoration or creation. 

b. Promote the conservation, restoration and enhancement of priority habitats, ecological 
networks and the protection and recovery of priority species; and identify and pursue 
opportunities for securing measurable net gains for biodiversity. “ 

2.15. “175 When determining planning applications, local planning authorities should apply the following 
principles… 

c. development whose primary objective is to conserve or enhance biodiversity should be 
supported while opportunities to incorporate biodiversity improvements in and around 
developments should be encouraged, especially where this can secure measurable net gains 
for biodiversity. “ 

 

2.16. The following local policies are extracted from the Horsham District Planning Framework2 

Policy 31: Green Infrastructure and Biodiversity 

2.17. An extract of the key relevant sections of these policies is provided below whilst the full policies 
themselves are available online following the link provided in the footer. 

2.18. Policy 31: “Development proposals will be required to contribute to the enhancement of existing 
biodiversity and should create and manage new habitats where appropriate. The Council will support 
new development which retains and /or enhances significant features of nature conservation on 
development sites. The Council will also support development which makes a positive contribution to 

 

 

1 National Planning Policy Framework - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

2 Horsham District Council Planning Framework  
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biodiversity through the creation of green spaces, and linkages between habitats to create local and 
regional ecological networks.” 
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3 Methodology 

Personnel   

3.1. Desk study and surveys were undertaken in 2026 by suitably qualified and experienced ecologists, 
details on personnel and levels of expertise can be found in the pertinent reports (Co-ecology, 2026). 

3.2. The final site layout and landscaping was produced by Coastline Architects (2026) after input from 
the ecology team to avoid impacts on habitats suitable to support protected species and high 
distinctiveness habitats included within local plans. No irreplaceable habitats were identified on site 
during the initial site visit to undertake a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA). 

3.3. The Biodiversity Net Gain calculation was conducted by Orlando Campbell BSc (Hons) MCIEEM, an 
ecologist with 8 years’ commercial experience in quantitative field surveys and assessment, and 
report production including mapping of spatial data using QGIS. 

UK Habitats Classification and Condition Assessment  

3.4. The UK Habitats survey was undertaken of the site boundary in May 2026 by Orlando Campbell. 

3.5. During the surveys, Orlando recorded all identifiable plant species with an indication of their relative 
abundance following the DAFOR3 scale. The purpose of the survey was to complete a baseline habitat 
survey of the developable areas of the site using the UK Habitats classification system. Secondary 
Codes were utilised where the relevant conditions pertained. During the survey, each habitat parcel 
was assessed using the Statutory Biodiversity Metric – Condition Assessment Sheets and 
Methodology 

3.6. Using open-source software, QGIS (v 3.32), recorded habitats were digitally mapped according to UK 
Habitats Classification to allow the quantification of the area occupied by each habitat to produce a 
baseline (pre-development) map. 

Biodiversity Net Gain Calculation 

3.7. This report provides a summary of the results of a Biodiversity calculation using the Statutory 
Biodiversity Metric Calculation Tool. The baseline habitats on site were inputted onto the QGIS BNG 
Template from Natural England and the condition assessment for each polygon was updated along 
with the proposed habitat creation. All shapefiles were then entered into the Statutory Biodiversity 
Metric Calculation Tool (this report should be viewed in conjunction with the spreadsheet).  

Constraints 

3.8. There were no noteworthy constraints to the habitats survey or Biodiversity Net Gain calculation.  

 

 

 

3 Dominant, Abundant, Frequent, Occasional, Rare 
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4 Baseline Conditions   

HABITATS 

Priority habitats 

4.1. The native hedgerow onsite qualifies as Species-Rich Priority Habitat due to its composition of over 
five native woody species in a 30m section. 

4.2. There are several areas of priority habitat recorded within the surrounding landscape as shown 
within Figure 4.2. These include:  

• Traditional Orchard – 0.8km southeast. 

• Ancient and Semi-Natural Woodland (ASNW) and deciduous woodland – 0.24km to the 
east. 

On-Site Habitats 

4.3. The site measures approximately 0.98ha and was a flat uniform piece of land.  It comprised a parcel 
of vineyard with a buffer of modified grassland to the south and north of a 5m stretch of species-rich 
native hedgerow. A small area of vegetated developed land was to the south of the hedgerow, 
leading to a paved access track to the road network. 

c1d7– Non-cereal crops - Vineyard – 0.5981ha 

4.4. The majority of the development area was dominated by this habitat. The habitat comprised of 
commercially run vineyard.  

4.5. There is no condition assessment criteria required for this type of habitat. 

g4 - Modified grassland – 0.1403ha 

4.6. A buffer zone to the south of the vineyard, used for transportation around the site, and an area south 
of the hedgerow, comprised of short sward modified grassland. Species included perennial rye grass 
Lolium perenne, red clover Trifolium pratense, broad leaf plantain Plantago major, dandelion 
Taraxacum officinale, couch grass Elymus repens, Yorkshire fog Holcus lanatus and soft brome 
Bromus hordeaceus. The grassland was managed to a short sward and under operational use for 
machine transport around the vineyard.  

4.7. The grassland was assessed as being of Poor condition due to its low species diversity and short 
uniform sward.  

u1b – Developed land, sealed surface – 0.2412ha 

4.8. A paved access track connected the site from the south, joining an existing track to the road network 
to the west.  

4.9. No condition assessments are required for this habitat.  

h2a5– Species-rich native hedgerow with trees – 5m 

4.10. A 5m length of native hedgerow was present between the vineyard and southern access track. The 
hedgerow was part of a longer 165m length of hedgerow, that was generally unmanaged with 
hawthorn Crataegus monogyna and elder Sambucus nigra dominating the hedge. Blackthorn Prunus 
spinosa, dog rose Rosa canina and holly Ilex aquifolium was also frequently present throughout the 
hedge. Bramble Rubus fruticosus was also present throughout the hedgerow.  
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4.11. The hedgerow comprised of five native woody species in a 30m stretch, and therefore is designated 
as species-rich Priority Habitat. 

4.12. The hedgerow was assessed as being of Good condition due to its structure, species, ground flora 
and absence of disturbance.  

4.13. A habitats map is shown in Figure 1, for details on each of the habitats please refer to the Preliminary 
Ecological Appraisal Report (Co-Ecology, 2026). 

Habitat Evaluation 

4.14. The site comprises predominantly low ecological value habitats, with the majority (0.60ha) consisting 
of intensively managed vineyard, offering limited structural diversity and low suitability for most 
wildlife. Areas of modified grassland are species-poor, short-sward and regularly disturbed, further 
reducing their ecological value, although they provide minor foraging opportunities for generalist 
species. 

4.15. In contrast, the native hedgerow, although limited in extent within the site, is of higher ecological 
value. It qualifies as a species-rich Priority Habitat and provides some connectivity, as well as limited 
foraging and nesting opportunities for birds and commuting/foraging routes for bats. However, its 
short length within the site restricts its overall ecological contribution. 

PROTECTED SPECIES 

4.16. An assessment of the likelihood of protected species being present on site was included within the 
PEA report (Co-ecology, 2026). The most pertinent results are reproduced below.  

Bats 

4.17. The hedgerow provides a limited commuting and foraging corridor for bats within an otherwise low-
quality site. There are no suitable roosting features within the site and therefore no impacts to 
roosting bats are anticipated. The proposed loss of hedgerow is minimal (approximately 5m), and 
larger canopy trees on either side of the proposed access are to be retained, ensuring that the 
commuting route remains functional and largely intact.  

Breeding Birds  

4.18. The hedgerow habitat provides suitable nesting opportunities for common and widespread bird 
species. The remaining habitats are not suitable to nesting birds due to their intensive commercial 
management. 

 

 
 

 

Dormice 

4.20. The native hedgerow has suitability to support dormice, and is connected to a network of hedgerows 
to the west. The proposals include a loss of 5m of hedgerow, however it has been proposed that the 
hedge loss is in an area that will retain adjacent trees, in turn keeping arboreal connectivity. There is 
a chance that nesting dormice could be impacted, although the probability of this is low due to the 
short distance of hedge loss. There is no impact to arboreal connectivity for dormice. 

Reptiles 

4.21. The modified grassland provides limited and sub-optimal habitat for reptiles due to its short sward 
and regular disturbance. While there is some low potential for reptiles to be present, the site lacks 
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Figure 1 – Baseline Habitats 
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5 BNG Good Practice Principles for Development 

5.1. BNG Good Practice Principles for Development were followed from the initial stages of the project. 
The wider aims of the project are to enhance the site for biodiversity through a rewilding scheme 
while maintaining the commercial operation of the vineyard. Table 5.1 below summarises the 
principles and their implementation within the project.  

5.2. Inherent within the design of the scheme is the iterative application of the mitigation hierarchy as 
discussed between the client and the landscape architects. This design, by default, has been adjusted 
to avoid all but de-minimis impacts on the more significant nearby habitats by keeping the site 
boundary limited to the development area.  Figure 4 below shows the final proposed layout 
(including landscape) for the site.  

5.3. The designs negate the removal of 0.60ha of non-cereal crop and 0.13ha modified grassland, both  
with limited biodiversity value. A total of 5m of species rich native hedgerows will be lost to facilitate 
the access to the new pressing centre, however this has been kept to a minimum with the aim of 
retaining larger species to keep arboreal connectivity. The design retains the remainder of the 
natural habitats present on site. 

5.4. The loss of grassland and non-cereal crop will be compensated for onsite with the creation of 
0.1263ha of mixed scrub and 0.0709ha of species-rich other neutral grassland (both moderate 
condition), the enhancement of 0.0093ha of modified grassland to species-rich other neutral 
grassland (moderate condition), and the creation of 0.0527ha of sustainable drainage system (SuDS). 
These new habitats form an integral part of a much larger nature recovery and re-wilding scheme.   

5.5. The loss of 5m of hedgerow will be compensated for with the creation of 71m native species-rich 
hedgerow with trees along the western boundary of the development site. The hedgerow will 
provide a buffer habitat between the new pressing centre and wider natural habitats and a food  and 
nesting opportunity for a wide range of species using the site.  

5.6. The project design aimed to offset the impacts of the proposals by the creation of ecologically more 
valuable habitats to those which has been lost (i.e. loss of modified grassland by creating new other 
neutral grassland) using the principle of ‘like for like or better.’ 

5.7. The offset proposed for this development would provide additional opportunities for breeding birds, 
foraging and commuting bats, reptiles and invertebrates, ensuring that the ecological coherence of 
the site and the wider landscape is strengthened.  

5.8. Table 5.1 below details the BNG Good Practice Principles relevant to the proposed development. 
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Figure 4 – Retained and Created Habitats 
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