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first cutting back the existing hedge and subsequently maintaining it at a sufficiently 
reduced extent. The application should demonstrate that the required visibility can be 
provided and maintained on a permanent basis, rather than relying on regular future 
trimming of vegetation. 
 
There is no clear information on the submitted drawing confirming who owns the hedge, 
who would be responsible for maintaining it, how frequently it would need to be cut back, or 
how it would be ensured that the hedge does not subsequently grow back into the visibility 
splay. If the hedge is not within the applicant's ownership or control, there is particular 
uncertainty as to whether the applicant can guarantee that the required visibility will remain 
unobstructed throughout the lifetime of the development. 
 
In my view, a safe access should not depend upon the continuing goodwill or regular 
maintenance of a roadside hedge unless there is a clear and enforceable mechanism 
ensuring that the required visibility will remain unobstructed. The application has not, from 
the information currently provided, adequately demonstrated this. 
 
For these reasons, I ask the Local Planning Authority and Highway Authority to carefully 
review the proposed visibility splays and hedge arrangements and to withhold approval of 
the access unless it can be demonstrated that the required visibility can be achieved and 
maintained safely and permanently. 
 
I would also ask the Local Planning Authority to consider this objection alongside the other 
objections raised in relation to this planning application. I support the concerns raised in 
those representations and wish to make clear that my objection extends to those matters 
as well as the specific concerns set out above regarding the visibility splays and existing 
hedge. 

Where did you 
hear about this 
application? 

Word of Mouth  

 
Kind regards  
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