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Introduction  

This Arboricultural Method Statement has been prepared to provide supporting arboricultural 

information for the for the installation of the ‘No-Dig’ roadway which is proposed as part of the Phase 

2 of the proposed development at Land to the rear of the Copse, Worthing Road, Southwater (Planning 

reference   DC-26-0355). 

The access road from Worthing Road, through by the Phase 1 Care Home development and into Phase 

2 is going to be unadopted. 

We have been involved with the project engineers Price & Myers and the cellular confinement 

materials suppliers Green-Fix (who have also assisted Price & Myers develop the site-specific 

specification for the roadway)  in the progressing the proposed design to ensure that it can be installed 

to minimalise its impact on the root protection area and rooting environment of the retained trees.  

Please see attached drawing,  Drawing No. 31276-SK6071and Geoweb Specification. 

Phase 2 of this site is located to the western side of Phase 1, during the Phase 1 works the land that 

forms Phase 2 will be fenced-off with no access into this land during the Phase 1 works.    

The no-dig section of the road is a continuation of a roadway that terminates near the boundary with 

Phase 2.  The last section of Phase 1 roadway will be terminated with room to ensure that the tie-in 

detail between the traditional road construction and the no-dig section can be delivered.  This normally  

involves overlapping the cellular confinement honeycomb layer with the sub-base of the traditional 

roadway. This ensures the cellular confinement systems is securely tied-in with the phase 1 roadway 

and the Geoweb can be pulled and pinned in place without creating a weak spot.         

Prior to Works Commencing  

Prior to works the detailed specification drawing and contractors proposed working methodology will 

be checked and approved by the Arboricultural Clerk of Works and Site Manager to check compliance 

with the approved drawings and the detailed Arboricultural Method Statement.   

Prior to works commencing samples of all materials (including membranes and angular stone material) 

will be checked by the Arboricultural Clerk of Works and Site Manager to check compliance with the 

approved drawings and manufacturer’s specification.   

Prior to Phase 2 works commencing the groundwork contractor and site manager will meet on site to 

be briefed on the tree protection measures and working methodology by the Arboricultural Clerk of 

Works.   
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The Horsham tree officer will be given 14 days’ notice of the start date on site.    

No Dig Works  

There will be no machinery or vehicular access into the open ground within Phase 2 until the tree 

protection fencing within 30m of any working area and the no dig section of roadway has been 

installed.    

The tree protection fencing will be erected to the northern side of the proposed no-dig roadway. 

All the no-dig roadway installation works will be undertaken under direct supervision by the 

Arboricultural Clerk of Works 

Within the footprint of the proposed access road the top 100mm of vegetation and topsoil will be 

removed using hand-tools and light machinery (less than 3 tonne) running on suitable ground 

protection such as Tuff-Trak. 

Within the no-dig working zone and within the fenced-off tree protection area no vehicles or machinery 

will run across open ground. 

The roadway will be installed working from Phase 1, the materials and membrane will be rolled-out, 

and the roadway construction will proceed as per the proposed drawing.   The Geoweb sections will be 

pinned in placed and connected as per manufacturers specifications.   The cells will be backfilled with 

clean angular stone.   

All machinery and vehicles involved in the installation of the roadway will only run on the installed 

section of the roadway working into the site.  The stone will be carefully tipped and then the Geoweb 

will be filled with stones by raking and shovelling the stone to fill the Geoweb honeycomb cells.     The 

Geoweb gets its load bearing capacity by the friction created between the backfilled cells and the 

integrity of the whole extent of the Geoweb panels which are securely attached to each other, it is 

therefore essential that the entire width of the panel is filled before any traffic runs across the no-dig 

roadway.       

As the sections of Geoweb roadway are backfilled a temporary permeable woven membrane will be 

laid on top of the backfilled honeycomb cells, and this will be covered with angular stone.   This 

temporary membrane will remain in place during all ground works in Phase 2.    
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This membrane is intended to prevent the angular stone cells becoming filled with fines including earth 

from vehicle movements.    At an appropriate stage in the construction programme the surplus stone 

and membrane will be removed and replaced with clean membrane and clean stone.   

When the section of no-dig roadway has been completed tree protection fencing will be retained along 

the northern (tree) side of the roadway.  This fencing will extend along the inside of the wooded area 

to the north as per the tree Protection Plan and remain in place for the duration of the construction 

programme. 

All the works associated with installation of the No-Dig roadway will be photographed by the ACoW 

and a post completion report will be prepared and submitted for review by the tree officer.    

We recommend that the strip of land to the northern side of the roadway, to the south of the trees is 

mulched with composted woodchip preferably retained and recycles form site clearance treeworks .    

This mulch will serve to retain moisture and improve the soil biology and structure.  During these works 

no machinery or vehicles will access the open ground to the northern side of the roadway      

Conclusion 

Based on the proposed roadway design, the age, size and location of the trees along with the tree 

species characteristics, the extent of the proposed no-dig roadway,   the published guidance and my 

experience of working on installation of No-Dig roadways for over 25 years, I am confident that 

providing these guidelines are followed the proposed roadway can be installed without impacting on 

the health, stability and longevity of the retained trees.  

Prepared by  
Peter Wilkins BA(Hons) MArborA  MIEnvSc  CEnv  
July 2026 


































