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UK Habs Description and Codes: 
Developed Land; Sealed Surface [u1b] 
Hardstanding is present throughout site, with a concrete driveway, patio areas and paths to the south and 
west and a swimming pool with a decking area in the centre of site. 
 
Artificial unvegetated – unsealed surface [u1c] 
An in-ground trampoline is present to the northeast of site. In addition, a strip of shingle is present to the 
south of B2. 
 
Built-up areas and gardens [u1] vegetated garden [828] and flower beds [846] 
The majority of site is dominated by heavily managed lawn with a frequent mowing regime with sward length 
of ~5-10cm. Species present within the lawn include perennial rye grass lolium perenne (D), common daisy 
bellis perennis (F), creeping buttercup ranunculus repens (F), stinging nettle utrica dioica (O), purple dead 
nettle lamium purpureum (R), and daffodil narcissus pseudonarcissus (R). 
In addition, a number of flower beds are present with scattered shrubs and plants such as box hedge buxus 
sempervirens, cypress Cupressus leylandii, lavender Lavandula angustifolia and spindle euonymus 
europaeus. No invasive species were identified. 
 
Non-native and ornamental hedgerow [h2b] 
One small length of box hedge is present to the northwest of site. 
 
Scattered trees [u1 32] 
Four scattered trees were identified on site: 
 

Tree number Species Size Condition 
T1 Sour Cherry Small Moderate 
T2 Apple Medium Moderate 
T3 Bay Tree Medium Moderate 
T4 Leatherleaf Viburnum Small Moderate 

 
 
Buildings [u1b5] 
There are three permanent buildings present on site: 
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B1 is a semi-detached residential dwelling to the west of site. 
B2 is an outbuilding to the southeast of site. 
B3 is a small greenhouse to the northeast of site. 
 
Local notable habitats 
Within a 2km radius of the site the following priority habitats have been identified: 

• Deciduous woodland, closest parcel ~100m north of site 
• Ancient woodland, closest parcel ~200m north of site 
• Traditional orchards, closest parcel ~325m east of site 
• No main habitat but additional habitat exists, closest parcel ~550m north of site 
• Woodpasture and parkland, closest parcel ~1.25km east of site  

Foreseen Impacts The habitats on site are widespread and not notable. The scattered trees and the majority of the grassland 
on site are expected to be retained based on the proposed plan, with an area of heavily managed 
grassland being removed to accommodate the new dwelling. No impact on adjacent or nearby habitats off 
site is foreseen. 

Recommendations A biodiversity net gain (BNG) report is unlikely to be required for the proposal, as the application will be 
submitted as self-build/custom build (one of the exemptions). 
 
Retained trees should be protected in line with the measures outlined in the British Standard "Trees in 
Relation to Design, Demolition and Construction to Construction - Recommendations" (BS 5837) (2012). 
 
Biodiversity Enhancement Opportunities: 
The following habitat creation and enhancement opportunities could be incorporated into the proposed 
development:  

• Species-rich/wildflower grassland could be planted along the eastern site boundary to improve 
biodiversity on site. 

• Native hedgerow could be planted along the site boundary to improve connectivity between site 
and other substantial habitat nearby 
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                              Fig 19                                                       Fig 20 
 
The overhanging eaves appear to be in good condition (Fig 21), leaving no gaps. The bitumen felt roof appears 
to be tightly fitting and in good condition (Fig 22), leaving no gaps.  

  
                              Fig 21                                                       Fig 22 

B2 – interior An open window on the western elevation provides access to the interior of B2 (Fig 23). However, due to the 
windows on the western elevation there are high levels of light throughout, resulting in this being an unsuitable 
roosting location for void dwelling bat species. No roosting features were identified internally. 
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                               Fig 23 

B2 – suitability assessment B2 has been assessed as having negligible suitability for roosting bats. No features were identified externally, 
and the interior of B2 is considered unsuitable due to high levels of light. 

B3 - summary B3 is a gabled greenhouse constructed entirely of metal frames and glass panels (Fig 24). Due to the 
construction of the building with no crevices, highly fluctuating temperatures and a fully lit interior, this is not 
considered to be a suitable roosting location for bats. 

 
                              Fig 24 

Trees No trees are expected to be removed as a result of the proposed development or are within close proximity of 
the proposed works. 

 
Foreseen Impacts 

The proposed development is expected to include the demolition of B2. As B2 has been assessed as 
providing negligible suitability for roosting bats, there are no anticipated impacts as a result of the proposed 
development.  
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Amphibians require suitable aquatic habitat in which to breed. There are several ponds within 500m of site, 
and both ponds within 100m have a confirmed presence of great crested newts. The area of lawn being 
removed is heavily managed, with short sword length of ~5cm, limiting its suitability for amphibians. Despite 
the sites suboptimal nature with only heavily managed grassland providing minimal habitat suitability, there 
is still a risk that great crested newts could be present on site, particularly as the site lies between the two 
ponds which returned positive results for great crested newts. 

Foreseen Impacts Heavily managed lawn will be removed as part of the proposed development. Amphibians present on site 
may be injured or killed without mitigation.  

Recommendations eDNA surveys have been completed for suitable water bodies within 100m of site, confirming the presence of 
great crested newts within both ponds. As a result, a licence is required to lawfully progress the development. 
 
There are two licence options in West Sussex comprising an EPSL or entering the District Level Licence (DLL) 
scheme. 
 
In order to obtain an EPSL, population class size surveys of all ponds within 250m of the site with terrestrial 
connectivity will be required, which must comprise 6 visits between mid-March and mid-June, where 3 must 
be completed during the optimal period between mid-April and mid-May. Each visit must comprise at least 3 
survey types, typically consisting of bottle trapping, torching, and egg searching. These will be required to 
inform the planning application. Once planning is granted, an EPSL application can then be made to Natural 
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• Any excavations will be covered overnight, or a ramp will be installed to enable any trapped animals to 
escape. 

• The use of night-time lighting will be avoided, or sensitive lighting design will be implemented to 
avoid light spill on to retained habitats which hedgehogs could use. 

• Any chemicals or pollutants used or created by the development should be stored and disposed of 
correctly according to COSHH regulations. 

• If any hedgehogs are found in the working area these should be allowed to disperse of their own 
accord or, if at immediate risk, should be moved by hand to a sheltered, vegetated area away from 
disturbance. 

 
 
Biodiversity Enhancement Opportunities: 

• Species-rich/wildflower grassland could be planted along the eastern site boundary to improve 
foraging opportunities on site. 

• Native hedgerow could be planted along the site boundary to improve connectivity between site and 
other substantial habitat nearby. 
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Appendix 1: Survey/Habitat map 
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Appendix 2: PRA Plan
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Appendix 3: Pond Map 
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Appendix 4: Location Map 
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Appendix 5: Proposed plan 
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Appendix 6: Photos 

  
Picture 1: Hardstanding and vegetated garden with scattered 

shrubs in flower beds to the northwest of site 
Picture 2: Vegetated garden with scattered shrubs and ground level 

trampoline to the northeast of site 

  
Picture 3: Vegetated garden and ornamental hedgerow with shrubs 

in flower beds to the northwest of site 
Picture 4: Vegetated garden, B1 and swimming pool in the centre of 

site 
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Picture 1: Artificial unsealed surface and hardstanding to the 

southeast of site 
Picture 2: Concrete driveway to the southeast of site 
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Limitations and Copyright 

 

Legal 

Arbtech Consulting Limited has prepared this report for the sole use of the above-named client or their agents in accordance with our 

General Terms and Conditions, under which our services are performed. It is expressly stated that no other warranty, expressed or implied, is 

made as to the professional advice included in this report or any other services provided by us. This report may not be relied upon by any 

other party without the prior and express written agreement of Arbtech Consulting Limited. The conclusions and recommendations 

contained in this report are based upon information provided by third parties. Information obtained from third parties has not been 

independently verified by Arbtech Consulting Limited. 

 

© This report is the copyright of Arbtech Consulting Limited. Any unauthorised reproduction or usage by any person other than the 

addressee is strictly prohibited. 

 

 

 

 

 

  






