
From:                                 Laura Downs <Laura.Downs@naturespaceuk.com>
Sent:                                  09 June 2026 11:08:04 UTC+01:00
To:                                      "Jacques.Burrowes" <Jacques.Burrowes@horsham.gov.uk>
Subject:                             Re: DC/25/2106 - Toat Farm

Good morning Jacques, 

Thank you for sending over some further site photos. The applicant has also submitted an 
ecological report in the form of, Ecological Impact Assessment, Toat Farm, Itchingfield, South 
Downs Ecology, December 2025, which states that: 

• "The proposals are to convert the barn B1, currently used for storage, into a two-
bedroom annex to the main property. The plans involve a significant increase in 
windows, skylights, and doors with a terrace leading out on the western end"

• "Following positive identification of GCN eggs survey on the 25th, population size class 
assessment surveys were undertaken whereby Adult GCN were confirmed on 6 of 7 
surveys."

• "No direct impacts are proposed to any waterbodies given there will be nearly no 
expansion to the current foundation footprint area however there are anticipated 
impacts to the surrounding habitat through secondary factors such as delivery vehicles, 
material storage, and scaffolding etc"

• Reasonable avoidance measures are then laid out in sections 6.18 and 6.19

The above report has identified great crested newt presence within 50m of the development 
site. However, as the development is small scale, and habitat impacts will be limited to 
hardstanding, it is considered that the reasonable avoidance measures included within the 
report are mostly suitable. It is however recommended that the statement is amended to 
include steps that will be taken should GCN be discovered during the construction process (e.g. 
stopping works and seeking advice). Once amended, I would recommend the measures are 
secured via a compliance condition. 

Best wishes, 

Laura Downs (she/her)
District Licensing Officer (Great Crested Newts) – West Sussex

NatureSpace Partnership
e:  Laura.Downs@naturespaceuk.com
m: 07356 159774
w: www.naturespaceuk.com
Company operating hours: Monday to Thursday 09:00 - 17:00
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https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/MwQ9C4L20UYBzmptxhjc4av38?domain=naturespaceuk.com/


  
 

     

From: Jacques.Burrowes <Jacques.Burrowes@horsham.gov.uk>
Sent: 05 June 2026 11:15
To: Laura Downs <Laura.Downs@naturespaceuk.com>
Subject: RE: DC/25/2106 - Toat Farm 
 
External:  This email is from an external source.  Please exercise caution with attachments, links, 
or requests for information. 

Hi Laura
 
Please see attached and the following from applicant: Not sure what they mean by debris pile – 
there was a pile of chippings/grass but that would have been moved by now. Plus there is a 
small debris pile at the back – I’ve included both images in case that helps
 
Thanks
 
 

Jacque
s

 Burrowe
s

Planning Technicia
n

Telephone:
 

01403 21518
0

Email: Jacques.Burrowes@horsham.gov.u
k

  

 

 

Horsham District Council, Albery House, Springfield Road, Horsham, West Sussex RH12 2GB
Telephone: 01403 215100 (calls may be recorded)   www.horsham.gov.uk   Chief Executive: Jane Eaton
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Horsham District Council will only accept service of documents by email if they are sent to 
legal@horsham.gov.uk. Any documents sent to individual email addresses will not be accepted under any 
circumstances.
Communications received after 5pm will be regarded as being served on the next working day.
Please contact us in advance if your email, including any attachments, is going to exceed 30MB.
 
From: Jacques.Burrowes 
Sent: 05 June 2026 09:30
To: 'Laura Downs' <Laura.Downs@naturespaceuk.com>
Subject: RE: DC/25/2106 - Toat Farm
 
Hi Laura,
 
I’ll see if I can get you this.
 
Thanks

Jacque
s

 Burrowe
s

Planning Technicia
n

Telephone:
 

01403 21518
0

Email: Jacques.Burrowes@horsham.gov.u
k

  

 

 

Horsham District Council, Albery House, Springfield Road, Horsham, West Sussex RH12 2GB
Telephone: 01403 215100 (calls may be recorded)   www.horsham.gov.uk   Chief Executive: Jane Eaton

Horsham District Council will only accept service of documents by email if they are sent to 
legal@horsham.gov.uk. Any documents sent to individual email addresses will not be accepted under any 
circumstances.
Communications received after 5pm will be regarded as being served on the next working day.
Please contact us in advance if your email, including any attachments, is going to exceed 30MB.
 
From: Laura Downs <Laura.Downs@naturespaceuk.com> 
Sent: 03 June 2026 17:52
To: Jacques.Burrowes <Jacques.Burrowes@horsham.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: DC/25/2106 - Toat Farm
 
Good evening Jacques, 
 
My apologies I am just picking up this application now. Do you have any site photos available 
for this case? I note that GCN were found in the onsite pond but cannot see clear photos 
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showing the state of the barn's hardstanding or surrounding habitat (e.g. the pile of debris as 
referenced within the applicant's original 2024 PEA) 
 
Thank you for your help, 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Laura Downs (she/her)
District Licensing Officer (Great Crested Newts) – West Sussex

NatureSpace Partnership
e:  Laura.Downs@naturespaceuk.com
m: 07356 159774
w: www.naturespaceuk.com
Company operating hours: Monday to Thursday 09:00 - 17:00
 

  
 

     

 
 

From: Jacques.Burrowes <Jacques.Burrowes@horsham.gov.uk>
Sent: 03 June 2026 09:18
To: Laura Downs <Laura.Downs@naturespaceuk.com>
Subject: DC/25/2106 - Toat Farm
 
External:  This email is from an external source.  Please exercise caution with 
attachments, links, or requests for information.
 
Hi Laura
 
Hope you are well. Have you got comments for this one coming today?
 
Thanks
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Jacque
s

 Burrowe
s

Planning Technicia
n

Telephone:
 

01403 21518
0

Email: Jacques.Burrowes@horsham.gov.u
k

  

 

 

Horsham District Council, Albery House, Springfield Road, Horsham, West Sussex RH12 2GB
Telephone: 01403 215100 (calls may be recorded)   www.horsham.gov.uk   Chief Executive: Jane Eaton

Horsham District Council will only accept service of documents by email if they are sent to 
legal@horsham.gov.uk. Any documents sent to individual email addresses will not be accepted under any 
circumstances.
Communications received after 5pm will be regarded as being served on the next working day.
Please contact us in advance if your email, including any attachments, is going to exceed 30MB.
 
Disclaimer
IMPORTANT NOTICE This e-mail might contain privileged and/or confidential information. If you have received this 
e-mail in error, please notify the sender and delete the e-mail immediately; you may not use or pass it to anyone 
else. Whilst every care has been taken to check this outgoing e-mail for viruses, it is your responsibility to carry 
out checks upon receipt. Horsham District Council does not accept liability for any damage caused. E-mail 
transmission cannot guarantee to be secure or error free. This e-mail does not create any legal relations, 
contractual or otherwise. Any views or opinions expressed are personal to the author and do not necessarily 
represent those of Horsham District Council. This Council does not accept liability for any unauthorised/unlawful 
statement made by an employee. Information in this e mail may be subject to public disclosure in accordance with 
the law. Horsham District Council cannot guarantee that it will not provide this e mail to a third party. The Council 
reserves the right to monitor e-mails in accordance with the law. If this e-mail message or any attachments are 
incomplete or unreadable, please telephone 01403 215100 or e-mail customer.services@horsham.gov.uk. Any 
reference to "e-mail" in this disclaimer includes any attachments. 

This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast 
Ltd.
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