From: Planning@horsham.gov.uk <Planning@horsham.gov.uk>

Sent: 11 May 2026 10:58:56 UTC+01:00

To: "Planning" <planning@horsham.gov.uk>
Subject: Comments for Planning Application DC/26/0530
Categories: Comments Received

Comments summary

Dear Sir/Madam,

Planning Application comments have been made. A summary of the comments is provided

below.

Comments were submitted at 11/05/2026 10:58 AM.

Application Summary

Address: Land at Hornbrook Farm Brighton Road West Sussex
Outline planning application for up to 180 dwellings, open space
Proposal: and associated works and infrastructure with all matters reserved
apart from access.
Case Officer: Nicola Pettifer

Click for further information

Customer Details
Address:

4 Ghyll Crescent Horsham

Comments Details

Commenter Type:

Neighbour

Stance:

Customer objects to the Planning Application

Reasons for comment:

Comments:

- Design

- Loss of General Amenity
- Overdevelopment

- Privacy Light and Noise
- Trees and Landscaping

FORMAL OBJECTION: Material Consideration regarding
Protected

Species (Water Vole) and Ecological Impact

| am writing to formally object to the proposed development of 180
dwellings at Hornbrook Farm. This objection is raised on specific



https://public-access.horsham.gov.uk/public-access//centralDistribution.do?caseType=Application&keyVal=TCIN21IJIIT00

ecological grounds concerning the presence of protected species
and the potential loss of a unique, ancient historic environment.

1. Discovery of Protected Species Evidence

| wish to bring to the Council's immediate attention video /
photographic evidence of

active burrows located along the riverbank at [Insert Specific
Location/Grid Ref]. These

burrows measure approximately 1 to 2 inches in diameter and are
situated at the water's

edge. These are diagnostic indicators of the Water Vole (Arvicola
amphibius).

| have submitted video evidence separately and directly with the
Planning Officer responsible as this site is not accepting a still pdf

2. Statutory Obligations and Legal Framework

The presence of Water Voles is a significant material
consideration. The Council must

adhere to the following legal requirements before any
determination is made.

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended): It is an offence
to intentionally or

recklessly damage, destroy, or obstruct access to any structure or
place which Water

Voles use for shelter or protection.

The NERC Act 2006 (Section 40): Public bodies, including Local
Planning Authorities, have a statutory duty to have regard to the
purpose of conserving biodiversity.

The Precautionary Principle:

Where there is a suspected presence of a protected species, the
burden of proof lies with the developer to demonstrate absence
through rigorous, season-appropriate surveying.

3. Concerns Regarding Ancient Environment

The site in question represents a unique historic and ecological
environment. The introduction of 180 residential units and the
associated human pressure, domestic pet predation, and light
pollution will irrevocably compromise this habitat. Any existing
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) that has failed to identify
these riverbank burrows must be considered insufficient and
fundamentally flawed.

4. Formal Request for Action




| formally request that the Planning Authority mandates a full,
independent Water Vole survey conducted by a qualified ecologist
during the current optimal survey window.

Until such a survey is completed and the results are made public
for consultation, this application should not be determined.

Kind regards

Telephone:
Email: planning@horsham.gov.u
k Horsham
District
Council

OXeOmo

Horsham District Council, Albery House, Springfield Road, Horsham, West Sussex RH12 2GB
Telephone: 01403 215100 (calls may be recorded) www.horsham.gov.uk Chief Executive: Jane E
aton
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