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2. A Condition restricting use to ancillary annexe accommodation can be 

applied in the full knowledge that independent occupation would be 

difficult in the future.  This is because the building sits in the middle 
of the established garden curtilage and has no separate access or 

separate amenity space. 
 

The scale, traditional design and siting of the original building made it 

a wholly appropriate structure for conversion to annexe use. 
 

3. In design terms, the scheme fully accords with Policy 33 of the HDPF 

2015.  The Policy prioritises the re-use of existing buildings.  It seeks 
to ensure the scale, massing and appearance is of a high standard of 

design and layout.   
 
Here, the conversion scheme is believed to have been sensitively 

handled.  The new roof repeats the original gabled form and has not 
substantially altered the scale of the building.  Original roofing 

materials have been re-used and the use of weather boarding to the 
gable ends emphasises the rural vernacular form of the annexe. 

 

As converted, it remains a modestly scaled, traditional, rural building 
which sufficiently retains the character of the original.  It continues to 
have a limited floor area and provides for a small one-bedroomed unit 

of accommodation, a size which fulfils its annexe function. 
 

Other points in Policy 33 met by this proposal include use of high 
quality and appropriate building materials and retention of the 
distinctive character of the original building. 

 
4. In landscape terms, the development has no harmful impact on the 

character and appearance of the surrounding landscape, this forming 

part of the High Weald AONB.   
 

The building does not sit in an open countryside setting but is firmly 
sited within the domestic curtilage to Owl Beech Granary.   
 

The conversion scheme has not excessively increased the massing and 
bulk of the building.  It is therefore not seen as a more prominent 

structure within the surrounding landscape.  It remains an 
unobtrusive feature, well screened from view outside of the site by 
established boundary planting on the south and west boundaries and 

by woodland to the north. 
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In design terms, the scheme has been sensitively handled.  Whilst a new 
roof has been constructed, it has the same form and materials as the 

original. 
 

A good quality, modest building designed in the rural vernacular has 
resulted. 
 

Amenities of neighbouring properties would not be harmed by this proposal.  
No overlooking or overshadowing arises.  
 

Additional traffic levels implied by an annexe use are limited.  No nuisance 
to neighbouring properties through use of the private access road would 

arise from an annexe use. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 




