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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 This document presents the small sites biodiversity net gain (BNG) assessment relating to land 

at Oakfield, Coolham Road, Horsham, RH13 8QE, NGR: TQ 11476 20641. This assessment aims 

to quantify the predicted change in ecological value of the site following the proposed 

development works to be carried out at this location.  

 

1.2 BNG became effective in January 2024 (April 2024 for smaller sites) following the 

Environmental Act 2021, which states that a target of 10% net gain in biodiversity should be 

achieved, with biodiversity value being maximised on site whenever possible.  

 

1.3 Should any changes to the design of the development be made then the BNG score and metric 

would need to be updated in-line with any such changes. The measures would be carried 

forward for a period of 30 years after planning permission has been granted and also during 

the construction phase.  

Previous Surveys 

1.4 A site walkover to map the habitats was conducted in accordance with guidance un the UK 

Habitat Classification System (UKHab) and the Charted Institute of Ecological and 

Environmental Management (CIEEM) (2017) Guidelines for Preliminary Ecological Appraisal, in 

accordance with BS42020:2013 Biodiversity.  

 

1.5 A walkover was conducted by Sylvatica Ecology Ltd on the 16th April 2026. 

Development Proposal 

1.6 A planning application is to be submitted for the removal of three pre-existing buildings, which 

will lead to the construction of three new dwellings. This will include associated access routes, 

the introduction of new gardens, hedging and tree planting. 

 Site Description and Adjacent Habitat 

1.7 The site comprised a mosaic of predominantly low ecological value habitats, dominated by 

hard-standing yards and sealed surfaces (u1b / u1c) associated with the existing farmstead, 

together with species-poor modified grassland (g4), a small area of recently scraped ground 

supporting pioneer ruderal vegetation, and a native species-rich hedgerow (h2a) of hawthorn 

with blackthorn, elder, field maple and bramble along the eastern boundary. Three 

pedunculate oaks Quercus robur were present, including one veteran standing dead / 

moribund tree and one mature, wide-crowned field-grown oak, alongside a line of semi-

mature hawthorns along the access track. 
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1.8 No statutory designated sites lay within the 2.0 km search radius; the closest internationally 

designated site, The Mens SAC, was located 9.6 km to the west. Given the absence of direct 

impacts on hedgerows, trees or surrounding habitats, and the lack of any ecological corridor 

connecting the site to these features, no significant effects on designated sites or Priority 

Habitats are predicted. 

 

1.9 Figure 1: Site Survey Location (Red Line Boundary)  

 

 
 

2.0 METHODOLOGY 

 Good Practice Principles 

2.1 To calculate the ecological value of the pre and post development site, the Department for 

Environmental, Food & Rural Affaires (DEFRA) Small Sites Statutory Biodiversity Metric (4.0) 

was used, following best practice from DEFRA and Natural England. The completed statutory 

biodiversity metric is provided as a separate document and this report provides additional 

information on how the calculations have been undertaken. 

 

2.2 Good practice guidance from the Chartered Institute for Ecology and Environmental 

Management (CIEEM) provides a framework that helps to improve the UK’s biodiversity by 

contributing towards strategic principles to conserve and enhance nature while progressing 
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2.5 The tree helper within the statutory metric was used to determine the area of the trees based 

on their size at diameter at breast height (dbh). Trees smaller than 7.5cm dbh were not 

included in the calculations.  

 

2.6 The site survey data used for the calculations was 16 April 2026 as this appeared to be a good 

representation of the habitats present on site with an earlier date not required.   

 Successful Habitat Creation and Condition 

2.8 The time that will elapse between site habitat clearance and habitat re-creation is, as yet, 

unknown. This time is recorded within the Statutory Biodiversity Metric as a temporal 

multiplier called ‘delay in starting habitat’, which is added to each post development habitat 

type, and increases ‘time to target condition’. As a general pattern, the longer the time elapsed 

between habitat clearance and creation, the longer it takes to achieve the targeted habitat 

condition, which can lower the metric score.  

 

2.9 Currently it is assumed that a 0-year delay has currently been used for each post-development 

habitat type. The target habitat conditions for the created habitats post development are 

normally given as moderate/ good. 

Competencies 
2.10 The survey work and reporting has been led by Richard Law BSc MRes CEnv MCIEEM FLS. 

Richard has been undertaking ecological survey work within the last 18 years on many different 

locations throughout the United Kingdom, for a variety of protected species, including bats 

(Class 2 2015-12576), reptiles, amphibians including great crested newt Triturus cristatus (Class 

1 2016-20290) and terrestrial mammals including dormice Muscardinus avellanarius (Class 1 

2015-13188) and birds including barn owl Tyto alba licence (CL29/00236). Richard is also 

qualified in track and sign and trailing via an international system of assessment 

(www.trackercertification.com). 
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