


























































 

 

 
The College of Richard Collyer 
Hurst Road, Horsham, West Sussex, RH12 2EJ 

Principal:  Dan Lodge 
Telephone:  (01403) 210822 
E-mail:  admin@collyers.ac.uk 
 

 

Dear Resident, 

 

We are writing to invite you to an engagement event regarding our emerging proposals for a new 

technology building at the College. 

 

As you may know, Collyer’s has a rich history dating back to 1532 and is now recognised as one of 

the leading sixth form colleges in the country. Over the past decade, we have experienced a 

significant increase in student numbers, with growing demand for teaching space currently being 

met through temporary portacabins. 

 

To address this, we are developing plans for a new specialist building to accommodate technical 

subjects including Design Technology, Engineering, Maths, and Physics. This would allow us to 

relocate these departments from the outdated Victorian Technology Building and 1980s 

laboratories, which would then be refurbished for more appropriate use by non-technical subjects 

and tutor groups. The existing portacabins would be removed once the new facility is operational.  

 

The proposals involve constructing a three-storey technology building on the current car park 

fronting Hurst Road and part of the adjacent playing field. This reflects the historic pattern of the 

College’s expansion within the site. Replacement parking wou ld be relocated in a landscaped 

linear arrangement along the south-east edge of the playing field. 

 

We are also proposing improvements to site access and safety, including the introduction of a two -

way vehicle entrance (currently one-way) and a wider student access gate. 

 

As a neighbour to the College, your views are important to us. We are committed to being open 

and transparent in our planning process and would welcome the opportunity to hear your thoughts 

at this early stage. 

 

We will be holding resident engagement sessions, alongside our project team, at the College on 

the following dates: 

 

Thursday 7 August – 30-minute drop-in slots available between: 

• 9:00am and 1:00pm (slots at HR:00 and HR:30) 

• 3:30pm and 6:00pm (slots at HR:00 and HR:30) 

 

Tuesday 13 August – 30-minute slots available between: 

• 4:00pm and 7:00pm (slots at HR:00 and HR:30) 

 

To attend, please respond to this email to request a time slot. A confirmed booking is essential to 

help us manage attendance and ensure we can speak with everyone.  

 

The planning application is expected to be submitted in autumn 2025. These sessions offer an early 

opportunity for you to learn more, ask questions, and provide feedback before plans are finalised.  

 

We hope you will be able to join us. 

 

Email: collyers@devcomms.co.uk 
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Figure 1: Site location, Hurst Road, Horsham.  

Introduction 

The College of Richard Collyer proposes to develop a new Technology Centre on its campus 
off Hurst Road, Horsham. This document has been prepared to update residents on the 
current status of the proposals ahead of the planning application being submitted to 
Horsham District Council this summer. 

In August 2025, the project team carried out a programme of face-to-face engagement with 
residents on Hurst Avenue, and Hurst Road whose properties adjoin the college site. Those 
sessions gave residents the opportunity to ask questions and raise concerns about the 
proposals at an early stage. This document sets out the key themes raised through that 
engagement and explains how the College and its design team from BDP have responded 
and refined the scheme as a result. 

We recognise that residents took time to provide constructive feedback in the hope of 
influencing the design and execution of the scheme, and we hope this document 
demonstrates that it has. 



 
 

About the Consultation 

Individual and small-group sessions were held with residents of Hurst Avenue and Hurst 
Road on 7 August and 13 August 2025. Residents living directly adjacent to the site, close to 
the site boundary, and along the wider stretch of Hurst Avenue were invited to share their 
views and ask questions of the project team. 

More than 15 sessions took place across the two events. The feedback gathered has been 
carefully reviewed by the project team and has directly informed the development of the 
proposals described in this document. 

The Existing Site 

The College of Richard Collyer occupies a campus off Hurst Road in Horsham. The site is 
bounded by Hurst Avenue to the east, Richmond Road to the west, and Hurst Road to the 
south. The campus includes the Grade II listed Grammar School building, a range of modern 
teaching buildings, sports halls, playing fields and a Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA). 

The proposed development will be in the southeastern part of the campus, on the existing 
car park adjacent to Hurst Avenue. The new building will replace this car park, with parking 
re-provided as part of the wider scheme. 

 

Figure 2: Existing site layout. Blue line indicates ownership boundary; red line indicates application 
boundary. 



 
 

The Proposals 

The College proposes to build a new Technology Centre to support its STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) curriculum. Following extensive pre-application 
discussions with Horsham District Council and considering the feedback from resident 
engagement, the scheme has been revised and refined into the proposals now being 
brought forward for planning approval. 

A Phased Approach 

Following design refinement and engagement with Horsham District Council planning 
officers, the College now intends to deliver the scheme in two phases. 

Phase 1: 

 Erection of a new three storey building 
 Replacement car park comprising 144 spaces (7% reduction to existing) 
 40 new cycle spaces 
 Reconfigured vehicular and pedestrian access 
 Permanent landscaping proposals 
 Interim landscaping proposals in the location of the Phase 2 building 

 

Phase 2:  

 Erection of a new single storey building  
 Landscaped steps with connection to the roof of the Phase 2 building and 

first floor of the Phase 1 building 
 
Both phases will be included within this planning application. 

Figure 3: Phased site plan showing Phase 1 (left) and Phase 2 (right) 



 
 

 

Figure 4: Proposed site plan, Phase 1  

 



 
 

 

Figure 5: Proposed site plan, Phase 2  

 

Building Design 

The design has been developed to create a landmark entrance building for the College, 
drawing its character from the historic Grammar School buildings on campus without directly 
replicating them. The new building responds to the verticality and geometric detailing of the 
listed Grammar School building while using contemporary materials and construction 
methods suited to a STEM facility. 

 

 



 
 

Key design features include: 

• A generous cantilevered roof extending over the entrance area, creating a welcoming 
covered arrival space and casting light and shadow across the façade. 

• Recessed, traditionally proportioned window bays that break up the massing and 
reference the Grammar School building. 

• A central atrium that exposes structural elements and building services, contributing 
to the learning environment. 

• Complementary ground-floor fenestration on both buildings, creating a coherent 
campus frontage. 

The Phase 2 building, which sits closest to properties on Hurst Avenue, has been specifically 
designed with high-level windows on the elevation facing residents, limiting overlooking. A 
row of trees will soften this elevation. 

Figure 6: Arrival Plaza View 

Landscaping 

The landscaping has been designed to complement the buildings and improve the setting of 
the campus, responding directly to feedback from residents. Key elements include: 

• A more clearly defined pedestrian arrival plaza with a canopy, providing a welcoming 
entrance to the new building from Hurst Road. 

• New tree planting and soft landscaping around the buildings, bringing the character 
of the surrounding green campus into the developed area. 

• Interim landscaping in the Phase 2 footprint (during Phase 1), including meadow 
planting, perennials, shrubs, seating walls and moveable benches. 

• Retained and supplemented tree planting along the Hurst Avenue boundary. 

• A 1-metre-high chain-link fence screened on both sides by native hedgerow along 
the car park boundary. 

 



 
 

 

Figure 8: Phase 1 Interim Landscaping Plan 

Car Parking and Lighting 

A reorganised car park will be provided to the east of the new buildings. Following an 
appraisal of two lighting options, 4-metre-high lighting columns have been selected. This is 
the only option that meets British Standard lighting guidance (BS EN 12464-1) and provides 
adequate illumination across both the car park and pedestrian routes. Shielded columns will 
limit light spill into neighbouring gardens to within accepted standards. 

 

 

 

Figure 9: Car park visual  



 
 

The existing boundary between residential gardens and the college site remains unchanged, 
with no alterations proposed to the current fence line or access arrangements. On the 
college side of this boundary, additional planting is proposed in the form of 3 to 3.5 metre 
high multi-stem trees and wildflower planting within a 4.8 metre green buffer. This species 
selection and height has been carefully considered to provide meaningful screening and 
visual interest while allowing sunlight to continue to reach private gardens.  

A tree-lined avenue will be provided adjacent to the car park, with a 1-metre-high chain-link 
fence screened on both sides by a native hedgerow positioned between the car park and the 
sports pitches, providing a physical barrier to protect parked vehicles from activity on the 
playing fields. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 
 

Detailed Response by Theme 

A. Security and Safety 

Security and safety were raised across nearly all engagement sessions. Specific concerns 
included: whether car park gates would be locked outside college hours; direct vehicular 
access to the rear of properties; fear of increased anti-social behaviour near homes; and the 
loss of residents' back garden access through the new car park area. 

The existing boundary between residential gardens and the college playing fields is not 
proposed to change as part of this application; there are no proposals to alter the current 
fence line or access arrangements along this boundary. Residents who currently have gate 
access onto the playing fields will not be affected by the proposals in this regard. 

In relation to the car park, a 1-metre-high chain-link fence screened on both sides by a 
native hedgerow will be provided between the car park and the adjacent playing field, 
protecting parked vehicles from activity on the pitch. Car park management will be set out in 
detail within the planning application documents. 

B. Traffic, Transport and Parking 

Traffic and parking on Hurst Avenue was the most frequently raised concern across the 
engagement sessions, reflecting existing pressures from student parking and drop-off 
activity. Residents requested on-site drop-off and pick-up zones, improved parking 
enforcement and action on students obstructing footways. 

It is important to note that the proposed development does not result in an increase in the 
number of students or staff attending the College. The new Technology Building is designed 
to accommodate existing growth within the College's current population, and the application 
will therefore not give rise to additional traffic movements or parking demand beyond those 
already associated with the campus. 

The scheme does result in a minor reduction in the total number of on-site parking spaces. 
However, the College car park is not generally available to students, and the reduction in 
spaces is not expected to have a material impact on on-street parking conditions in the 
surrounding area. 

The College is committed to working with residents to address the wider concerns raised 
about student behaviour and parking on Hurst Avenue, and discussions are ongoing as to 
how this can best be taken forward outside of the planning process. 

A Transport Assessment will be submitted with the application, addressing parking 
management and measures to manage student movement on and off the campus. 

C. Car Park Design and Visual Impact 

Residents raised concerns about why the car park was positioned adjacent to Hurst Avenue 
rather than elsewhere on the site, and about its proximity to gardens, operational hours, air 
and noise pollution, and vehicle speeds through a long car park. The location reflects the 
constraints of the wider campus and the need to preserve existing playing fields, but the 
following measures have been incorporated:  



 
 

• A 1-metre-high chain-link fence screened on both sides by a native hedgerow will be 
provided between the car park and the adjacent playing field screened by native 
hedgerow on both sides along the residential boundary 

• Retained and supplemented tree planting along the Hurst Road and Hurst Avenue 
frontage 

• Lighting designed to meet British Standards while minimising light spill through 
shielded columns 

A car parking management plan, including noise and lighting assessments, will be included 
in the application submission. 

There are no proposals for vehicular access onto Hurst Avenue through the caretaker's 
cottage location. 

D. Visual and Residential Impact of the New Building 

Residents raised concerns about the proximity of the new building to homes, the potential for 
overlooking, and the height, scale and materials of the development. In response: 

 The Phase 2 building elevation facing Hurst Avenue features only centrally 
positioned high-level windows, carefully proportioned to limit overlooking while 
providing adequate natural light 

 A row of trees along the Hurst Avenue boundary will provide additional screening of 
this elevation 

 Separation distances between the proposed building and the nearest residential 
properties were confirmed and shared with residents who specifically requested this 
information 

On materials, the design draws reference from the Grammar School building through vertical 
articulation and geometric patterning, while using contemporary materials appropriate to a 
new STEM facility. The Design and Access Statement (DAS) will include types of materials 
to be used, with final details being secured by condition. The DAS will be submitted with the 
application. 

E. Landscaping, Screening and Boundaries 

Residents expressed a range of views on landscaping - some wanted substantial screening 
for privacy and security; others were concerned about tall trees blocking light and views. The 
common thread was a preference for sensitive, non-institutional planting over formal fencing. 
The landscaping proposals reflect this balance: 

 Tree planting along the site boundaries retains and supplements the existing green 
character without introducing a uniform tall formal screen 

 A mix of species and lower-level planting zones has been used, reflecting the range 
of views expressed 



 
 

 Interim landscaping within the Phase 2 footprint during Phase 1 will include meadow 
planting, perennials, shrubs, seating walls and moveable benches - an informal and 
usable outdoor space 

 Tree planting has been designed to not reduce daylight receipt and will have minimal 
impact on sunlight receipt in gardens due to the sunlight path running east-south-
west. Planting has been designed to avid uniform screening. 

F. Construction Phase Disruption 

Residents asked for defined timelines, noise mitigation and a named point of contact. A 
Construction Management Plan will be secured by condition, covering:  

 Agreed working hours and restrictions on noisy activities  

 Dust and noise mitigation measures  

 Arrangements for construction traffic and deliveries  

 A named point of contact for residents to raise concerns throughout the construction 
period  

G. Future Development and the College Masterplan 

Several residents expressed concern that this application was the start of wider or 
unchecked campus expansion, referencing the College's publicly available masterplan. 

This planning application relates solely to the New Technology Building and its associated 
landscaping and car park. Any future proposals for the campus would require a separate 
planning application, subject to its own public consultation and determination by Horsham 
District Council. 

H. Student Behaviour 

Residents referenced ongoing issues including trespassing, noise, littering and students 
blocking footways, and expressed concern that an expanded college could worsen these 
issues. As noted above, the proposals do not result in an increase in student or staff 
numbers, and the application will not therefore give rise to additional pressure on the 
surrounding streets beyond that which already exists. 

However, the design of the proposals does actively seek to address one of the specific 
concerns raised. The new pedestrian entrance on Hurst Road is intended to draw students 
arriving from the direction of Horsham station into the campus at an earlier point in their 
journey, providing an attractive and welcoming space to congregate within the college 
grounds rather than on the footways along Hurst Road. The arrival plaza and landscaped 
entrance environment have been designed with this in mind, and it is anticipated that this will 
have a positive effect on the pedestrian experience along Hurst Road for residents and other 
users. 



 
 

The Transport Assessment submitted with the application sets out the measures the College 
already implements to encourage reduced car dependency among staff and students, and 
the commitments it is making to manage travel to and from the campus going forward. 

I. The Consultation Process 

Several residents expressed scepticism about whether the consultation was meaningful, 
describing it as a 'tick-box exercise' and questioning whether decisions had already been 
made. 

Engagement at an early stage - before designs are finalised - is the most effective way to 
allow feedback to genuinely influence the outcome, which is why residents were approached 
in August 2025, ahead of the second and third pre-application meetings with Horsham 
District Council. This document has been prepared specifically to demonstrate the ways in 
which resident feedback has shaped the proposals. 

The formal planning application will provide a further opportunity for residents to make 
representations, which Horsham District Council will be required to consider as part of its 
decision-making process.  

What Happens Next 

The planning application is expected to be submitted to Horsham District Council in summer 
2026. Once submitted, it will be publicly available to view on the Council's online planning 
portal, and all residents will have the formal opportunity to submit representations. Horsham 
District Council will notify nearby residents directly when the application is received. 

If you have any questions about the proposals ahead of submission, please do not hesitate 
to get in touch: 

Email: collyers@devcomms.co.uk 

The College of Richard Collyer 
Hurst Road, Horsham, West Sussex, RH12 2EJ 
Principal: Dan Lodge 






