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SOFT LANDSCAPE TREATMENTS

GENERAL

82.70

Native Tree - 62 nr
Trees to comprise small to medium growing native species planted as
10-12cm girth Selected Standards.

Medium / Large Structure Tree - 12 nr
Trees to comprise medium to large growing species planted as 18-20cm
girth Semi-Mature with a 2m clear stem.

Small Tree - 40 nr
Trees to comprise small to medium growing ornamental and fruit
producing species planted as 14-16cm girth Heavy Standards with a 2m
clear stem.
Native Hedgerow - 192 lm
To be planted as a mixed native hedge as 60-80 BR whips planted in a
double staggered row at 6 plants per lin.m. (mature width allow for 1m).
Maintain native hedges at 1.8-2m mature height.

Low Clipped Hedge - 147 lm
Hedging to residential plots, planted as 5L pots at 4 per lin.m. (mature
width allow for 50cm)
Maintained low hedges at 500mm mature height.

Mown Grass Lawn - 330m2
General amenity lawn areas (inc grass margins) to be laid as turf.

Flowering Lawn - 105m2
Areas to be seeded with Eco Species Rich Lawn WFG20 from Germinal at a rate of
10g/m2. These areas should be left uncut in the late spring/summer for species and
habitat diversity.
General Purpose Wildflower Meadow - 760m2
Areas to be seeded with Emorsgate EM1 from Emorsgate Seeds at a rate of 4g/m2.

Shade Tolerant Mix - 1755m2
Areas to be seeded with Emorsgate EH1 from Emorsgate Seeds at a rate of 4g/m2.
Final area to be seeded to be advised by the project ecologist/arborist as existing
ground flora under the existing trees should look to be retained where appropriate
and the roots of the trees left undisturbed.

Ornamental Building Edge Planting Mix - 265m2
Shrub Beds planted as 5L pots on average 5 plants per sq.m in same species
blocks of 3-9 plants, ornamental beds to be bark mulched. Species to include
flowering herbaceous plants, grasses and flowering shrubs.

Ornamental Boundary Planting Mix - 190m2
Shrub Beds planted as 5L pots at 3 plants per sq.m in same species blocks
of 3-9 plants, ornamental beds to be bark mulched. Species to include
mix of deciduous and evergreen flowering shrubs.

Rain Garden Planting Mix - 91m2
Rain garden to be planted with herbaceous perennials suitable for seasonally wet
soils. To be planted as 3L pots at 7 plants per sq.m into a geotextile liner over the soils.
All beds to be mulched with gravel, refer to the hardworks specification.

Native Scrub Planting Mix - 210m2
Planted as BR shrubs as 60-80BR whips at 1 plant per sq.m in single species
groups of 3-5no.

Bank Planting Mix - 325m2
Area to be seeded with a meadow embankment grass/wildflower seed mix
from Budget Seeds -150 70/ 30 Wildflower Meadow for Embankment Banks &
Slopes at 20g sq.m. In the autumn plant 1000no. bulbs - Woodland Bulb Mix
from Meadow Mania (which includes english bluebell, single snowdrop, wood
anemone and winter aconite), these should be naturally scattered on the
embankment between the new trees.

Bulbs - 14m2
Mix of spring bulbs to be planted within the areas shown calculated at 50 bulbs
per sq.m but scattered in natural clumps in the areas indicated.

Climbers - 35nr
Scented/flowering climbers to be planted up the pergola posts as indicated as
15-20L plants on a cane. To include Clematis, Wisteria, Honeysuckle, winter jasmine

Raised Beds
The raised beds in the allotment area to  be filled with a free draining topsoil/compost mix and
left unplanted ready for the residents to use.

Supporting Drawings
Please refer to hardworks plan 5782.02 for Hardworks detailed design
and specifications.

Refer to engineers drawings for:

· All paving build up details
· Retaining wall design
· Car park surface, levels & kerbs
· Surface water drainage design inc attenuation tanks and rain

gardens

GENERAL

Red Line Boundary

Flexible Root Barriers - To be installed around all trees
within close proximity to services, drainage runs and

attenuation tanks (shown in GREY on the drawing). Final
locations of root barriers subject to co-ordination with the

drainage engineers during technical design/construction phase.

DRAINAGE
Tree Pit Drainage System
Inlet pipes from localised roof rain water runoff would sit
300-400mm below the surface of the soil and a
perforated outlet pipe (as shown on the plans) would
be set along the base of the linear tree pits to collect
any excess water. There would be no external features
above ground level.

Rain Gardens
Sunken rain gardens with filter medium soil-compost-sand
mix infill laid on a permeable geotextile layer  and with
gravel mulch to provide bioretenion. Please refer to the
drainage engineers details.
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PLANTING NOTES:

1.  Plant handling at the nursery, and during transit up to delivery, shall be in
accordance with 'Plant Handling', the booklet published by the Committee for Plant
Supply and Establishment (CPSE). The contractor shall comply with clauses 3 & 4 of
the above booklet (obtained from the Horticulture Trades Association, 19 High
Street, Theale, Reading, Berks RG7 5H) which refers to the receipt, unloading and
temporary storage of plants.

2.  Plants shall be first class examples of their species or variety, free from all pests

and diseases, with good fibrous root systems and materially undamaged (refer to
relevant sections of BS3936 Parts 1-4 'Specification of Nursery Stock').

3.  All planting is to be in general compliance with BS4428: 1989 'Code of Practice
for general landscape operations

4.  Topsoil:
Topsoil should be spread to min depth of 300mm for all shrub beds and 150mm

depth to areas to be laid with amenity grass turf. Topsoil should be of a good
quality free from rubble and contaminants and should be certified to current
BS3882 as a standard. If further buildups are required under soft landscaped areas
then subsoil to BS8601:2013 should be used underneath as described above.

5.  Tree Planting:
i) All trees should be planted in pits sizes which meet with the following criteria
and are dependant on the size of the rootball on the trees supplied;

- Tree pit sizes should be no deeper than the root system and at least one
and a half times as wide to ensure that establishment is not hindered by
planting too deep and into compacted ground.

- Base broken out to facilitate drainage. Back fill with the excavated soils (no
fertilisers should be used to encourage successful natural establishment).

- Where trees sit within grass a 50-75mm layer of mulch should be applied to
a 1m dia around the tree. Trees in shrub beds would automatically be
mulched with bark as described below in item 6.

- Leave a 120mm collar free of mulch to prevent the stem/trunk from rotting.
ii) Single stemmed trees should be secured with double timber stakes,a  timber
cross bar and rubber tree tie.
iii) Multi-stemmed Trees - should be secured with a dead man anchor system.
iv)Flexible root barriers to be installed around all trees within close proximity to
services, drainage features and attenuation tank. Final locations of the root barriers

subject to co-ordination with the drainage engineer during the technical design/
construction phase.

6.  Shrub and hedge Planting:
i) All beds should be free draining and free from builders rubble and large stones.
There should be min 300mm depth of good quality non contaminated top soil to all
the ornamental shrubs beds.
ii) Areas to be free from weeds through manual removal or an alternate method
that does not required a glyphoshate based herbicide should be explored and
discussed with the project landscape architect and ecologist. The soil should be
cultivated to a depth of 150mm.
iii) A natural and organic slow release fertiliser (fish, blood & bone) should be
mixed with a peat free compost should be incorporate into the back fill material
when planting the shrubs to give them the best possible chance of establishment.

iv.) For hedges, trench the full length of the hedge 500mm wide x 400mm deep and
break up the base to facilitate drainage.
v) Low clipped hedges to be maintained at a maximum of 0.6m high. Native hedge
to be maintained between 1.5-1.8m high around site boundaries.

7.  Finishing Shrubs Beds:
i) The finished surface of the bed should be free from weeds, stones or rubble and
the surface of the soil cultivated to level out any clumps, mounds or depressions.

ii) When planted all shrub beds are to be mulched with 50mm depth of small grade
bark mulch.
iii) The beds should be maintained weed free and the beds topped up annually with
bark mulch as required.

8.  Raised Planters:
i) Loose free draining gravel should look to be used in the base of the planers to
100mm depth to facilitate drainage.
ii) Planters to be filled with a topsoil 50% and peat free compost 50% mix a natural
and organic slow release fertiliser (fish, blood & bone) should be incorporated by
hand into the top 150mm depth of the soil to aid the establishment.

9. Amenity Grass:

i) All areas to be turfed with an amenity grass sward should be free draining and
free from builders rubble and large stones. There should be min 150mm of good
quality topsoil to BS3882 to all the areas to be turfed, this should be cultivated to a
depth of 150mm and finished to a fine tilth with smooth even contours and
gradients.
ii) If weeds are present, these should look to be manually removed or an alternate
method should be used that does not required a glyphosate based herbicide. This
should be discussed with the project landscape architect and ecologist.
iii) Once established the grass should be maintained at 25-50mm and mown min 12
times a year to maintain a formal lawn. Do not mow the areas containing bulbs until

they have finished flowering and the leaves are starting to turn yellow and die off.
Grass:
i) Beds should be free draining and free from rubble and large stones. There
should be min 150mm of good quality top soil to all the areas to be turfed.
ii) Areas to be cultivated to a depth of 150mm and finished to a fine tilth with
smooth even contours and gradients.
iii) Prior to laying turf, any weeds in the area should be manually removed or an
alternate method that does not required a glyphosate based herbicide should be
used. Please consult the project landscape architect and ecologist.
iv) Ensure that the grass is maintained to 25-50mm and once established mown
min 12 times a year in the growing season.

10.       Germinal 'WFG20 Eco Species Rich Lawn' mix:

i)  To be mowed whilst still allowing lower growing species to establish.

11.       Emorsgate 'EM3 Special General Purpose Meadow Mixture'
i) To prepare a seed bed first remove weeds using repeated cultivation. Then
dig to bury the surface vegetation, harrow or rake to produce a medium tilth, and
roll, or tread, to produce a firm surface.
ii) Best sown in autumn or spring when there is sufficient warmth and

moisture. The seed must be surface sown and can be applied by machine or
broadcast by hand. To get an even distribution and avoid running out, divide the
seed into two or more parts and sow in overlapping sections. Do not incorporate

or cover the seed, but firm in with a roll, or by treading, to give good soil/seed
contact.

12.       Grass Seed Mix
i) Areas to be made good around the edge of construction should look to use good
quality topsoil to BS3882 to make up any shortfall of soil material around the site, this should

be cultivated to a depth of 150mm and finished to a fine tilth with smooth even contours
grading back into the existing grassland areas.
ii) Grass seed to be applied inline with the suppliers recommendations, preferably within
the optimal establishment period during the spring or autumn months.
iii) Once established these areas should be allowed to establish more naturally to support

the local wildlife and only the margins (300mm) adjacent to development should look to be
more regularly strimmed to 50-75mm height approximately 6 times a year to provide a neat
transition between the surrounding vegetative buffer and the development.

13.        Bulbs to be planted in natural same species groups within the areas as indicated on
the drawing. Pick up a handful of same species bulbs and let them fall from knee height so
that they naturally scatter in a close group. Plant where they land with their 'nose' or shoot
facing up. As a general guide plant at twice the depth of the bulb beneath the surface of the
soil.

14.         Watering:
i) All Trees and Shrub beds should be watered in the first year of establishment at
regular intervals and during periods of drought until established.
ii) For the trees in the first year of establishment and in years 2-5 if there is a significant
drought. Water with the following volumes once every 2-4 weeks regardless of rainfall:

PLANTING NOTES: Continued.

iii)Aftercare
iiia)First year management

Most sown meadow wild flower and grass species are perennial; they will be slow to
germinate and grow and will not usually flower in their first growing season. There will
often be a flush of annual weeds from the soil in the first growing season which may grow
up and obscure the meadow seedlings beneath. This annual weed growth is easily
controlled by topping or mowing.

Mow newly sown meadows regularly throughout the first year of establishment to a height
of 40-60mm, removing cuttings if dense. This will control annual weeds and help maintain
balance between faster growing grasses and slower developing wild flowers. Carefully dig
out or treat any residual perennial weeds such as docks. Use alterative methods to
glyphosate based herbicides.

iiib)Management once established
In the second and subsequent years EM2 sowings can be managed in a number of ways
which, in association with soil fertility, will determine the character of the grassland. The
best results are usually obtained by traditional meadow management based around a main
summer hay cut in combination with autumn and possibly spring mowing or grazing.

Meadow grassland is not cut or grazed from spring through to late July/August to give the
sown species an opportunity to flower. After flowering in July or August take a 'hay cut':
cut back with a scythe, petrol strimmer or tractor mower to c 50mm. Leave the 'hay' to
dry and shed seed for 1-7 days then remove from site. Mow or graze the re-growth

through to late autumn/winter to c 50mm and again in spring if needed.

For further information visit: www.wildseed.co.uk

Multi-stemmed trees/10-12cm girth trees - 100 litres per month
14-16cm & 18-20cm girth trees - 150 litres minimum per month

15.     Weeding:
All shrub beds and planters are to be maintained weed free. Preffered method of weed
removal would be to dig up and manually remove any weeds for the area. Where this cannot
be achieved an alternative methods of weeding should also be considered and discussed with

the project landscape architect and ecologist. Glyphosate based hericide should look to be
avoid on site .

Maintaining 50mm depth bark mulch over the shrub beds and around trees in grass during
years 1-3 until established will also help to reduce weed growth.

16.     Hazards:
i)  The contractor must ascertain themselves to the exact location of underground
services prior to carrying out any digging on site. Please refer to the engineers drawings for
locations of existing and new services runs and inspection chambers.
ii) Contractors should be aware of the risks of working from height along the retaining
walls.

Rev.C Updated inline with planners comments 12/11/2025
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