
  
Unit 4, Langham Stables, Langham Lane, Lodsworth, West Sussex GU28 9BU 

Tel: 01798 861 800, E-Mail: info@ecologyco-op.co.uk 
 
4th June 2026 
 
Ref: DC/25/2114 – Ecology Addendum 
  
Dear Mr Holmes,   
 
 
I write further to recent points raised on Application DC/25/2114 for land at Church Farm. Where 
possible, I have responded to the points raised by Horsham DC on this application relating to bats, 
breeding birds, badgers and impacts to the River Adur Water Meadows & Wyckham Wood Local Wildlife 
Site.  
 
Bats 
Barbastelle bats were detected in very low numbers at the site, with data in the EcIA identifying a mean 
average of 8 passes detected per night. The potential for barbastelle bat roosts to be present is 
negligible and this is a very wide ranging species, which utilises a range of habitats, but does regularly 
make use of riparian corridors. The proposed sensitive lighting strategy as set out in the EcIA is 
appropriate given these findings, the scale of the development and the capacity for appropriate 
mitigation and compensation measures as set out in sections 5.3.2 and 5.3.4 of the EcIA. 
 
Breeding Birds 
During a site inspection undertaken on the 4th June 2026, Cetti’s warbler Cettia cetti and reed warbler 
Acrocephalus scirpaceus were both recorded in off-site locations at a wet ditch approximately 100m to 
the northwest of the site. This is a typical habitat for these birds, which nest close to riparian corridors, 
lakes and ponds, with Cetti’s warbler preferring scrub habitat adjacent to waterbodies and reed warbler 
preferring stands of common reed. Since Cetti’s warbler was first recorded breeding in the UK in the 
1970s, their populations have risen to more than 2000 territories, with strong populations in the 
southeast.  
 
Cetti’s warbler is a Schedule 1 species, meaning that it is an offence to disturb these birds whilst building 
a nest, or if it is on or near a nest containing eggs or young. It is also an offence to disturb the dependent 
young of such a bird. 
 
The proposed development site is situated some distance from the riparian corridor and the ruderal and 
bramble scrub habitat forming the main body of the site in this location would not be considered typical 
habitat. As best practice, the work to develop this site would have to adhere to appropriate timings, 
including avoidance of habitat clearance during the nesting bird season. Construction activity at the site 
would be highly unlikely to constitute an offence based on its proximity to the habitat associated with 
this species, whilst measures detailed in a Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) 
would help to ensure that noise and visual impacts associated with the development are appropriately 
mitigated. 
 









Appendix 1. Site photographs 
 

 
Photograph 1. Some of the tall ruderal growth on the site looking southwest towards Church Farm 
Walk. 
 

 
Photograph 2. Further tall ruderal habitat with re-establishing bramble scrub at the site looking 
eastwards towards the mobile home site. 






