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Dear Oonagh,

Re: Steyning Grammar School: Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment comments

Further to comments received from Horsham District Council regarding the Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG)
Assessment submitted in support of the planning application at Steyning Grammar School (MKA
Ecology Ltd, 2026); this letter responds to the question of whether a ditch located in proximity to the
eastern boundary of the Site must be accounted for in the BNG Assessment.

For the purposes of BNG, ditches are described as “artificially created linear water-conveyancing
features which are less than 5 metres wide and are likely to retain water for more than four months of
the year” (Defra, 2025). Ditches should be included in a site’'s BNG Assessment if the planning
application boundary overlaps with the ditch or its riparian zone, which is defined as 5m from the top of
each bank.

We have undertaken a desk-based review of the ditch using aerial imagery and information supplied in
a condition survey (CTP, 2026). We have concluded:

e The ditch and its riparian zone is within 5m of the Site boundary used in the BNG Assessment in at
least one location;

e The ditch is less than 5m wide; and

Steyning Grammar School

May 2026
ECOLOGY



e The ditch is highly unlikely to retain water for more than four months of the year. CTP undertook
their site visit in February 2026, and describe the section of ditch falling within 5m of the Site
boundary as dry at the time of the visit, despite heavy rainfall in the days preceding the site visit.
Photographic evidence is provided in the report of the dry sections of ditch in question. CTP
describe the southern ditch as “generally dry with small patches of ponding locally to incoming
surface water outfalls.” In subsequent email correspondence with CTP they confirmed “the only
water th[is] ditch will see locally to this point is surface water from [Steyning Grammar School]
during rainfall. During drier spells any residual water will dry out locally.”

Based on this evidence, we believe it is reasonable to conclude that the ditch does not hold water for
more than four months of the year, and therefore does not qualify for further assessment in BNG terms.

If you have any further questions please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely,

Lydia Ennis ACIEEM
Senior Ecologist
MKA Ecology Ltd
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