
From:                                 Diane Russell <Diane.Russell@highweald.org>
Sent:                                  06 May 2026 11:17:35 UTC+01:00
To:                                      "Halima.Chowdhury" <Halima.Chowdhury@horsham.gov.uk>
Subject:                             RE: URGENT - DC/26/0076, High Bisham, Springfield Lane, Colgate
Attachments:                   HWNL Planning Applications Standing Advice - published version.pdf

Dear Halima 
 
Please find attached our standing advice. 
 
Diane Russell BSc Hons Dip Arch PgDip Arch Cons
Planning & Design Advisor 
  

High Weald National Landscape Partnership
Conserving and enhancing an area of outstanding natural beauty
For climate | For nature | For people | For place 
Tel: 01424 723017 
Woodland Enterprise Centre, Hastings Road, Flimwell, East Sussex, TN5 7PR  
highweald.org | Facebook | Instagram | Join our mailing list

 
From: Halima.Chowdhury <Halima.Chowdhury@horsham.gov.uk> 
Sent: 05 May 2026 14:39
To: High Weald Info <info@highweald.org>
Subject: [Sender Unverified]URGENT - DC/26/0076, High Bisham, Springfield Lane, Colgate
Importance: High
 
URGENT 
  
Dear colleagues, 
  
DC/26/0076, 
High Bisham, Springfield Lane, Colgate, 
Conversion of garage into habitable living space with alterations to fenestration. 
  
I refer to the above case file. 
  
Unfortunately, I have not received your department’s consultation response for the above application 
which was due on 16th April 2026. Please kindly forward your department’s comments as soon as 
possible. 
  
Kind regards 

https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/oVLhCx1y4CL0VNvT8fVUyNSua?domain=highweald.org/
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/8e9TCyXzgi7WwVoTMhvUxpf6a?domain=facebook.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/kFXHCzXAjiGBZVqhgiLU95LUa?domain=instagram.com/
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/XU8yCA1rkCZoXqOtYsAUGzSm-?domain=highweald.us4.list-manage.com
mailto:Halima.Chowdhury@horsham.gov.uk
mailto:info@highweald.org


Halima
 

 
 

Chowdhury
  

Planning Officer 

Telephone: 
 

01403 215059 

Email: Halima.Chowdhury@horsham.gov.
uk 

    

  

  

Horsham District Council, Albery House, Springfield Road, Horsham, West Sussex RH12 2GB
Telephone: 01403 215100 (calls may be recorded)   www.horsham.gov.uk   Chief Executive: Jane Eaton

Horsham District Council will only accept service of documents by email if they are sent to 
legal@horsham.gov.uk. Any documents sent to individual email addresses will not be accepted under any 
circumstances.
Communications received after 5pm will be regarded as being served on the next working day.
Please contact us in advance if your email, including any attachments, is going to exceed 30MB.
  

Disclaimer

IMPORTANT NOTICE This e-mail might contain privileged and/or confidential information. If you have received this 
e-mail in error, please notify the sender and delete the e-mail immediately; you may not use or pass it to anyone 
else. Whilst every care has been taken to check this outgoing e-mail for viruses, it is your responsibility to carry 
out checks upon receipt. Horsham District Council does not accept liability for any damage caused. E-mail 
transmission cannot guarantee to be secure or error free. This e-mail does not create any legal relations, 
contractual or otherwise. Any views or opinions expressed are personal to the author and do not necessarily 
represent those of Horsham District Council. This Council does not accept liability for any unauthorised/unlawful 
statement made by an employee. Information in this e mail may be subject to public disclosure in accordance with 
the law. Horsham District Council cannot guarantee that it will not provide this e mail to a third party. The Council 
reserves the right to monitor e-mails in accordance with the law. If this e-mail message or any attachments are 
incomplete or unreadable, please telephone 01403 215100 or e-mail customer.services@horsham.gov.uk. Any 
reference to "e-mail" in this disclaimer includes any attachments. 

This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast 
Ltd.

This message is intended for the use of the addressee only and may
contain confidential or privileged information. If you have received it in
error please notify the sender and destroy it. You may not use it or copy
it to anyone else.

E-mail is not a secure communications medium. Please be aware of this
when replying. All communications sent to or from the County Council 
may be subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with 
relevant legislation.

tel:01403%20215059
mailto:Halima.Chowdhury@horsham.gov.uk
mailto:Halima.Chowdhury@horsham.gov.uk
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/anEJCKQGxiDwNpWuQI4U59qLs?domain=horsham.gov.uk/
mailto:legal@horsham.gov.uk
mailto:customer.services@horsham.gov.uk
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/-G4jCB6v0tDmr2KuWt5U2zR-O?domain=facebook.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/ecibCD8xnComzGATkurUjN25i?domain=x.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/-dp4CExyoClG2XxuBCxU7kqqn?domain=instagram.com/
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/X4aQCG8AqCBlRX4fYF4UBP3Wv?domain=linkedin.com/
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/VHWVCJQ1wiBzvMwfkHoUypTdu?domain=youtube.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/anEJCKQGxiDwNpWuQI4U59qLs?domain=horsham.gov.uk/


Although East Sussex County Council has taken steps to ensure that this
e-mail and any attachments are virus free, we can take no responsibility
if a virus is actually present and you are advised to ensure that the
appropriate checks are made.

You can visit our website at https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk

https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/T2nqCM1XzC281m3F9T8U8AUGP?domain=eastsussex.gov.uk
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Planning Application Responses - 
‘Standing Advice’ to LPAs 


 


Due to the limited resources of the High Weald National Landscape Unit, covering the large area of the 


High Weald National Landscape (some 560 square miles and 15 Local Planning Authorities), we are unable 


to provide individual written comments on every planning application, and the following ‘standing advice’ 


should be applied. This advice should also be used by LPAs in considering pre-application proposals, with 


which the HWNL Unit might not be involved. 


We have to be selective about which planning applications we provide written comment on, in order to 


manage our limited resources and direct them where most needed. This means we can normally only get 


involved with larger or strategic schemes. However, it should be noted that even smaller proposals (e.g. 


householder or development associated with tourism or agriculture) in the HWNL have the potential to 


cause harm to the natural beauty of the area, through inappropriate or urbanising siting, scale, materials, 


colour, lighting, or through cumulative impacts. 


Where we do not provide a written consultation response to an LPA to a planning application, this 


should not be taken to mean we in any way support the proposal, nor that we necessarily consider 


it would not result in harm the natural beauty of the High Weald National Landscape. Rather, that 


we expect that the LPA will themselves consider and assess the application in the context of: 


• Paragraph 189 of the NPPF, which sets out that ‘great weight should be given to conserving 
and enhancing landscape and scenic beauty in National Landscapes’ which (along with 
National Parks and the Broads) ‘have the highest status of protection in relation to these 
issues’. It also sets out that ‘the scale and extent of development within these designated 
areas should be limited’ and that ‘development within their setting should be sensitively 
located and designed to avoid or minimise adverse impacts on the designated areas.’ 


• the High Weald AONB Management Plan 2024-2029, in particular the various Objectives and 
Actions set out therein for each of the Key Character Components of natural beauty described in 
the Management Plan. Where an LPA is refusing a planning application, it is advised that officer 
or Committee reports should include reference to those specific Management Plan Objectives 
that it is considered the proposal would be contrary to. 


• HWNL Management Plan supporting documents and guidance, including, where relevant: 
o high weald-housing design guide 


o high-weald-national-landscape-dark-skies-planning-advice-note 


o HWNL-Soft-Landscaping-in-development-proposals-published-version.pdf 
o high-weald-colour-study 
o solar-farms-and-the-high-weald-national-landscape-position-statement 


The High Weald AONB Management Plan 2024-2029 is adopted by all the relevant local authorities with land 
in the High Weald National Landscape as their policy for the management of the area and for the carrying out 
of their functions in relation to it, and is a material consideration for planning applications affecting the HWNL.   


❖ As well as points applicable to larger developments, and broader points regarding impacts on the intrinsic 
rural character of the landscape, the Actions of the Management Plan contain a number of useful detailed 


guidance points relevant to development management considerations of smaller scale works, including, 


for example, alterations to landform, new or replacement dwellings, extensions to residential curtilages, 
boundary treatments, impermeable surfaces, location and design of new accesses, historic traditional 
buildings, light spill, farm diversification and agricultural occupancy conditions. 


Where development is outside of, but in the setting of the High Weald National Landscape, we would 
expect you to take into account the matter of the setting of the High Weald National Landscape in the 
consideration of the application, in accordance with paragraph 189 of the NPPF. 


We would also remind you that Section 85 of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 requires local 


authorities to seek to further the purpose of conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of AONBs in 
making decisions that affect the designated area.   



https://highweald.org/document-library/aonb-management-plan/high-weald-aonb-management-plan-2024-2029/?layout=default

https://highweald.org/~documents/publications/legislation-and-planning/high-weald-design-guide-final/?layout=default

https://highweald.org/document-library/legislation-and-planning/high-weald-national-landscape-dark-skies-planning-advice-note/?layout=default

https://highweald.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/HWNL-Soft-Landscaping-in-development-proposals-published-version.pdf

https://highweald.org/document-library/legislation-and-planning/high-weald-aonb-colour-study/?layout=default

https://highweald.org/document-library/legislation-and-planning/solar-farms-and-the-high-weald-national-landscape-position-statement-march-2025/?layout=default

http://www.highweald.org/high-weald-aonb-management-plan.html



