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Re: DC/25/2114 – Land at Church Farm Walk, Upper Beeding 

 
 

Dear Mr Holmes 

 
 

I would like to draw the Council’s particular attention to the following categorical 
statement made by Mr Paul Whitby MCIEEM CEcol in his ecological addendum of 4 
June 2026: 

“The application site does not include any of the habitats described within the citation.” 

I am attaching both Mr Whitby’s addendum and the River Adur Water Meadows and Wyckham 
Wood Local Wildlife Site citation, because I believe the accuracy of this statement needs to be 
considered carefully. 

The LWS citation expressly describes a “large diversity of habitats including grassland, 
woodland, scrub, reeds, and flowing and still water.” 

The applicant’s own ecological documentation identifies bramble scrub on the application site. 

I do not believe this discrepancy can reasonably be explained by distinguishing “bramble scrub” 
from “scrub”. Bramble-dominated vegetation is recognised within ecological habitat classification 
and assessment as a form of scrub habitat. Indeed, the applicant’s own biodiversity assessment 
assigns the bramble scrub an existing measurable biodiversity value. 

The issue is not whether the application site contains every habitat described in the LWS citation. 
It plainly does not. The question is whether it contains any of them. The citation expressly includes 
scrub, while the applicant’s own evidence identifies bramble scrub on the application site. 

I therefore respectfully suggest that Mr Whitby’s statement appears to be factually inconsistent 
with both the LWS citation and the applicant’s own ecological evidence. 

My concern is that this is not simply an isolated wording issue. An incorrect starting premise can 
have a snowballing effect upon everything that follows from it. If the site is characterised from the 
outset as containing none of the habitats described within the LWS citation, that has the potential 
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to influence how its ecological value, its relationship with the wider LWS, the significance of 
habitat loss and ultimately the effects of development are assessed. 

This is particularly important because the application site does not merely adjoin the Local Wildlife 
Site; it lies entirely within it. 

Mr Whitby is a Chartered Ecologist and Full Member of CIEEM (CEcol, MCIEEM). The Council is 
therefore understandably likely to attach considerable professional weight to his assessment, 
which makes the accuracy of such a categorical statement particularly important. 

I am not asking the Council to question Mr Whitby’s professional integrity. I am asking a much 
simpler question: 

Is the statement “The application site does not include any of the habitats described within 
the citation” factually correct? 

If it is not, I respectfully ask the Council to consider whether the ecological conclusions flowing 
from that premise can safely be relied upon, and whether this matter should be revisited before 
the application is determined. 

 
 

Yours faithfully  

 

Oxcroft  
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Introduction & Summary of Results 
 
An ecological data search was carried out for land at Church Farm, Upper Beeding  

on 18/09/2025. 
 
The following datasets were consulted for this report: 
 

 Requested Radius/buffer size 
Designated sites, habitats & ownership maps Yes 0.5km 
Protected, designated and invasive species Yes 0.5km 
 
Summary of results 
 

Sites and habitats 
Statutory sites None present 
Non-statutory sites 1 LWS 
Section 41 habitats 3 habitats 
Ancient and/or ghyll woodland None present 
 
Protected and designated species 
International designations 36 species 893 records 
National designations 94 species 5,561 records 
Other designations 174 species 10,560 records 
Total 195 species 11,727 records 
 
Invasive non-native species 19 species 184 records 
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Map Citation Sheets 
 
Any citations currently available for designated sites within the search area can be seen on 
the following pages. 
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LWS Boundary Map

Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database rights 2021.0 10.5
Km

Site Code: H42

± Local Wildlife Site boundaries maintained by Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre
on behalf of Sussex Local Wildlife Sites Initiative.

R. Adur Water Meadows & Wyckham Wood

Notes on boundary digitising:
*Boundaries for LWSs are digitised to match Ordnance Survey Mastermap features wherever these
appropriately describe the site boundary.
**When overlaid against other forms of mapping (as above), the LWS boundary may appear to overlap or
mis-align with features such as roads and buildings.  This does not represent an error in the LWS
boundary:  basemaps often distort the true size and exact location of such features  in order to improve
legibility.

Key to Map:
Local Wildlife Site

1:23,142
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Useful Contacts 
 
Please use the following contacts for further advice or interpretation of the data in this report. 
 
Local Wildlife Sites 

Organisation Sussex Local Wildlife Sites Initiative 
Website www.lws-sussex.org.uk 
Email LWS-Sussex@sussexwt.org.uk  

 
Habitat data 

Organisation Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre 
Email info@sxbrc.org.uk  

 
Geological designations 

Organisation Sussex Geodiversity Partnership 
Website https://geodiversitysussex.org.uk/geodiversity/ 

 
Statutory site advice 

Organisation Natural England – Sussex and Kent Area Team 
Email enquiries@naturalengland.org.uk  
Telephone 0300 060 3900 
Website www.gov.uk/government/organisations/natural-england 

 
General conservation advice 

Organisation Sussex Wildlife Trust 
Email wildcall@sussexwt.org.uk  
Telephone 01273 494777 
Website www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/discover/wildlife-advice/wildcall 

 
County Species Recorders 
Visit www.sxbrc.org.uk/recording/countyRecorders.php for contact details of local experts covering most 
taxonomic groups. 
 
Supplying records 
We rely on the continuous submission of records to keep our database up-to-date. We are always grateful to 
receive records from ecological consultants and members of the public alike. We accept records in many 
different formats but recommend the use of iRecord. 
 
Please contact the Record Centre for further information: info@sxbrc.org.uk or 01273 497570 
 



Annex – Supporting Information 
 
Statutory site designations 

Non-statutory site designations 

Species designations 

Sussex notable bird list 

Sussex invasive non-native species 
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Statutory site designations 
Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 
Sites of Special Scientific Interest are areas notified under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, as being of 
special interest for nature conservation. They represent the finest sites for wildlife and natural features 
supporting many characteristic, rare and endangered species, habitats and natural features. Notification as a 
SSSI is primarily a legal mechanism organised by Natural England and selected according to specific scientific 
criteria. The Guidelines for the Selection of Biological SSSIs, published in 1989 by the Joint Nature Conservation 
Council, set down the selection criteria for both biological and geological SSSIs. 
 
There are over 4,000 SSSIs in England of which just under 150 are in Sussex. Natural England is responsible for 
identifying and protecting these sites. This is achieved, primarily, in partnership with SSSI owners and 
managers. 
 
Under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CROW) anyone who intentionally or recklessly destroys or 
damages any of the flora, fauna or geological or physiological features of an SSSI is guilty of an offence. They 
are liable, on summary conviction, of a fine of up to £20,000. 
 
Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 
Special Areas of Conservation are sites designated by Member States under the EC Habitats Directive. The aim 
is to establish a European network of important high quality conservation sites that will make a significant 
contribution to conserving habitats and species considered to be most in need of conservation at a European 
level. There are 12 SAC sites in Sussex. 

Special Protection Area (SPA) 
Special Protection Areas are designated under the EC Birds Directive, to conserve the habitat of certain rare or 
vulnerable birds and regularly occurring migratory birds. Any significant pollution or disturbance to or 
deterioration of these sites has to be avoided. All SPAs are also designated as SSSIs. There are six SPA sites in 
Sussex. 

Ramsar 
Ramsar sites are designated under the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. Under the 
Convention, each government must select its best wetlands according to very clear criteria, which include: a 
wetland that regularly supports 20,000 or more waterbirds; a wetland that regularly supports 1% of the 
individuals in a population of one species or subspecies of waterbird. Wetlands are broadly defined to include 
marsh, fen, peatland and water. All designated Ramsar sites are also designated as SSSIs. There are four 
Ramsar sites in Sussex. 

National Nature Reserve (NNR) 
National Nature Reserves are statutory reserves established under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. 
NNRs may be owned by the relevant national body (e.g. Natural England in England) or established by 
agreement. A few are owned and managed by nonͲstatutory bodies, for example the Sussex Wildlife Trust. 
NNRs cover a selection of the most important sites for nature conservation in the UK. There are six NNRs in 
Sussex. 

National Park 

National Parks are beautiful, spectacular and often dramatic expanses of countryside. In the UK people live and 
work in the National Parks and the farms, villages and towns are protected along with the landscape and 
wildlife. They differ from Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs) in that each National Park has its own 
authority for planning control and other services. 

The creation of the South Downs National Park (SDNP) was confirmed on 12th November 2009 and it came 
into being on 1st April 2010. 



 
The Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre must be acknowledged whenever data is cited from this report. 
 
 

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty are areas of high scenic quality that have statutory protection in order to 
conserve and enhance the natural beauty of their landscapes. They differ from National Parks in their more 
limited opportunities for extensive outdoor recreation and by the way they are managed. AONBs are 
designated by Natural England under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000. 

There are two AONBs in Sussex covering approx. 114,000 hectares: Chichester Harbour and the High Weald. 
Each has an associated body concerned with the area’s conservation. 

Marine Conservation Zone (MCZ) 
Marine Conservation Zones can be established to protect nationally important marine wildlife, habitats, 
geology and geomorphology and can be designated anywhere in English and Welsh inshore and UK offshore 
waters. They are established under the Marine and Coastal Access Act (2009). MCZs will be one of six 
designations contributing to an ecologically coherent network of marine protected areas. 

Local Nature Reserve (LNR) 
Local Nature Reserves may be declared by local authorities under the National Parks and Access to the 
Countryside Act 1949. LNRs are declared and managed for nature conservation, and provide opportunities for 
research and education, or simply enjoying and having contact with nature. Some LNRs are also SSSIs. There 
are 36 LNRs in Sussex. 

Country Park 
Country Parks are statutorily declared and managed by local authorities in England and Wales under the 
Countryside Act 1968. They are primarily intended for recreation and leisure opportunities close to population 
centres and do not necessarily have any nature conservation importance. However, many are in areas of semiͲ
natural habitat and so form a valuable network of locations at which informal recreation and the natural 
environment coexist. There are 11 Country Parks in Sussex, the details of which can be obtained from the local 
authorities. 
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Non-statutory site designations 
Local Wildlife Site (LWS) 

Overview: In Sussex, Local Wildlife Sites (LWS) were originally named Sites of Nature Conservation Importance 
(SNCI), but the LWS terminology has now been adopted to align with Defra guidance. 
Local Wildlife Sites are non-statutory designated sites recognised as being of considerable ecological value. 
They provide crucial additional spaces for nature alongside the statutory protected sites network. LWS are 
recognised by local planning authorities across Sussex and the importance of these sites is recognised in their 
Local Plans. Assessment and review of LWSs is an ongoing process, overseen by the Sussex Local Wildlife Sites 
Initiative partnership, whose Technical Panel takes site-level decisions based upon the latest available 
ecological information. More information about LWSs in Sussex, including local LWS selection criteria, can be 
found at Sussex Local Wildlife Sites Initiative. 
 
Historical context: In May 1990 a Sussex project was instigated to identify valuable wildlife sites and protect 
them from land management changes which may lessen their nature conservation interest, as well as to 
encourage sensitive management to maintain and enhance their importance. Selection of these Sites of 
Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI) was made, after extensive survey work, by a panel of expert 
ecologists, including representatives from the County Councils, English Nature (as was) and Sussex Wildlife 
Trust. A range of specialists with either specific species knowledge or a sound knowledge of the county’s 
ecology were also involved. Subsequently, a patchwork of separate SNCI systems evolved across Sussex: 
 

• In West Sussex, an ‘SNCI Initiative’ led by the County Council managed the system until 2015. 

• In Brighton & Hove, the City Council managed its own system until 2018. 

• In East Sussex each District and Borough maintained its own suite of sites, some with review 
programmes and additional sites designated, until 2018.  

 
In 2011, a significant change occurred when the newly formed South Downs National Park Authority became 
the statutory planning authority for the South Downs National Park – an area that cuts across this patchwork 
of different systems. 
 
Current status: In 2018, a renewed focus on LWS systems across Sussex led to the establishment of the current 
Sussex Local Wildlife Sites Initiative, which is actively reviewing sites across Sussex and updating the evidence 
base. The Initiative is hosted by Sussex Wildlife Trust and is managed and co-ordinated by the Sussex LWS 
Initiative team, who are based at Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre. It is supported by a broad partnership of 
organisations, working under the umbrella of the Sussex Local Nature Partnership. 
 
Local Geological Site (LGS) 

Previously known as Regionally Important Geological/Geomorphological Sites (RIGGS), Local Geological Sites 
have been identified by local geodiversity groups as being of importance. There are over 120 LGS in Sussex 
which have been assessed by the Sussex Geodiversity Partnership. The features identified as being important 
become a material consideration in any future development, and should be taken into account by the relevant 
local authority. 

A selection of LGS with public access in Sussex can be viewed on the Sussex Geodiversity Partnership’s 
website.  
 
Designated Road Verge (DRV) 

Designated Road Verges (DRVs) are areas of roadside verge that have been designated for their special wildlife 
interest. They can hold spectacular displays of wild flowers, including rare orchids and other plant species 
indicative of old meadows, and can be of great importance to invertebrates and fungi. There is no statutory 
protection for road verges, but they can be found within both non-statutory and statutory designations. 
As linear features, road verges naturally traverse a wide range of habitat types, soils and geology. The species 
composition of DRVs can therefore be varied. Swathes of cow parsley, cuckoo flower, primroses and orchids 
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can be found. Downland herbs, meadow flowers and heathers support a range of insects, as do the areas of 
bare ground which are used by nesting bees and wasps. Reptiles, amphibians and mammals can find shelter 
along these verges and use them as valuable green corridors. 

As the Highway Authorities, the County Councils are responsible for the cutting and management of roadside 
verges, and they also have a responsibility to conserve biodiversity. Where health and safety measures allow, 
this is achieved by restricting cutting to certain times of the year (usually when wild flowers have set seed in 
late summer) and using different techniques to standard verge cutting. 

The initiatives for designating and managing DRVs differ between East and West Sussex. DRVs in West Sussex 
are identified by short oak posts with red discs. In East Sussex they are marked by posts with yellow metal 
flowers. 

In West Sussex, the following guidelines are used to help identify DRVs: 

1) Site supports locally rare, notable or protected species of flora or fauna e.g. the plant coralroot. This type 
of bittercress is only found in two localised areas of the UK; the Sussex Weald and the Chilterns. 

2) Site is a good example of an uncommon, remnant or declining habitat e.g. species of sandy grassland along 
Rock Road in the Parish of Washington. 

3) Site has good overall species diversity e.g. Mallions Lane near Cuckfield. 

4) The assemblage of wild flowers has high aesthetic value e.g. Franklyn Road outside Haywards Heath 
hospital with a wonderful display of common spotted orchids in early summer. 

5) Site has wildlife value that is regarded as important by the local community e.g. Barnham Road at 
Eastergate. 
 
Marine Site of Nature Conservation Importance (MSNCI) 
Marine Sites of Nature Conservation Importance are non-statutory sites identified on account of the special 
interest of their marine habitats, the fauna and flora, or for unusual geological and geomorphological features. 
The identification of these sites is to highlight their importance for marine wildlife and to emphasise the risks 
of certain operations damaging their interest. There are 23 MSNCIs off the Sussex coast. 
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Solent Waders and Brent Goose Strategy Sites 
2022 Update 
 
The Solent Waders and Brent Goose Strategy (SWBGS) is a conservation partnership project, which aims to 
conserve the internationally important Brent Goose and wading bird populations within and around the Special 
Protection Areas and Ramsar wetlands of the Solent coast. 
 
Further information on the Strategy and description of the different sites can be found on their website. 
 
Please contact SxBRC if you require more information on the SWBGS sites in your search area. We will provide a 
spreadsheet that details all of the SWBGS sites in Sussex, their scores and records of the species included in the 
survey. 
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The Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre is managed by the Sussex Wildlife Trust as a partnership project. 
A list of our current funding partners can be found on our website 
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