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networks. 
3. Increased Flood Risk and Surface Water Pressure 
The site sits within a catchment already sensitive to surface water flooding. Replacing 
permeable farmland with hardstanding, roads, and roofs will significantly increase runoff into 
local drainage systems and watercourses. The cumulative impact of multiple developments in 
the Horsham area is already placing pressure on flood infrastructure. Residents downstream 
would face heightened flood risk, and proposed attenuation measures are unlikely to match 
the natural absorption capacity of the existing land. 
4. Unsustainable Traffic and Air Quality Impacts 
Hornbrook is served by narrow rural roads that already experience congestion at peak times, 
including Sedgwick Lane which has no speed restriction and is used by horses, cyclists and 
pedestrians. We even have a huge school bus coming down this lane which is ridiculous. 
Adding traffic from 180 dwellings-potentially 300-400 additional vehicles-would worsen 
congestion on the A281 already receiving high volume of traffic during day time for Hilliers, and 
the no 17 bus route and surrounding routes. Increased emissions would further degrade local 
air quality, particularly around schools and residential areas. Public transport links are limited, 
meaning the development would be car dependent and contrary to sustainable transport 
objectives. 
5. Pressure on Local Services and Infrastructure 
Local GP surgeries, schools, and community services are already operating at or near 
capacity. Introducing a development of this scale without guaranteed, funded infrastructure 
improvements would place unsustainable pressure on essential services. Residents of both 
the new development and the existing community would experience reduced access to 
healthcare, education, and community facilities. 
6. Loss of Agricultural Land and Local Food Security 
Hornbrook Farm includes agricultural land that could contributed to local food supply and 
supports the rural economy. Its loss would reduce the area's agricultural capacity at a time 
when national policy increasingly emphasises food security, sustainable land use, and 
protection of farmland. 
7. Social Impact on the Existing Community 
The proposal represents a disproportionate increase in the size of the Hornbrook community. 
A development of 180 dwellings would alter the social fabric of the area, overwhelm existing 
community identity, and create a settlement that is disconnected from established 
neighbourhoods and services. The lack of safe pedestrian and cycling routes further isolates 
the site and undermines community cohesion. 
8. Conflict with Local and National Planning Policy 
The development conflicts with key principles of the National Planning Policy Framework, 
including: 
- safeguarding the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside 
- prioritising brownfield land 
- ensuring developments are sustainable, well connected, and supported by adequate 
infrastructure 
- protecting biodiversity and minimising environmental harm 
I believe this proposal also conflicts with Horsham District's own strategic objectives for 
sustainable growth, landscape protection, and environmental stewardship. 
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Horsham District Council, Albery House, Springfield Road, Horsham, West Sussex RH12 2GB 
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