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Declaration of compliance  

 

The information which we have provided is true, and has been prepared and provided in accordance with the Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental 

Management’s (CIEEM) Code of Professional Conduct. We confirm that the opinions expressed are our true and professional bona fide opinions. 

 

MKA Ecology Ltd is a CIEEM Registered Practice. This means that MKA Ecology Ltd are formally recognised for high professional standards, 

working at the forefront of our profession. 

 

 

 

 

Design Liability disclaimer 

 

This HMMP contains recommendations on measures for how this project might deliver Biodiversity Net Gain. In submitting these recommendations, MKA 

Ecology has no Design Liability associated with these recommendations for Biodiversity Net Gain.  
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BACKGROUND 

 

1.1. Project information 

 

Site name Steyning Grammar School, West Sussex 

Grid reference TQ 17539 11845 

Landowner Bohunt Education Trust 

Land manager Bohunt Education Trust 

Responsible person/organisation for implementing 

HMMP 
Bohunt Education Trust 

 

1.2. Site description and context 

 

The Site (central grid reference: TQ 17539 11845) is a school located within the village of Steyning, which falls under the authority of Horsham District Council. 

Within this report this area is referred to as the Site or Steyning Grammar School. It comprises buildings, hardstanding, areas of modified grassland and 

woodland, as well as a large number of trees and tree groups, a native hedgerow and ornamental non-native hedgerows. The surrounding environment 

comprises residential development, areas of woodland and arable land. Priority habitats in the wider landscape include deciduous woodland immediately north 

of the Site, lowland calcareous grassland 0.7km south-west and coastal and floodplain grazing marsh 0.7km east of the Site. The habitats on Site are generally 

of lower ecological value with built form and modified grassland occupying most of the area within the boundary. Native trees, hedgerows and the woodland 

are of elevated value in the context of the Site. There are also a number of trees which have potential to provide opportunities for roosting bats. A more in-depth 

description of habitats is available in the Ecological Impact Assessment (EcIA) report (MKA Ecology Ltd, 2026c). A UK Habitat Classification Map is shown in 

Figure 1 at the end of this document. 
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Figure 1: Site boundary and baseline habitats at Steyning Grammar School 
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2. HABITAT MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 

2.1. Vision statement 

 

Steyning Grammar School currently comprises several school buildings with associated hardstanding, artificially unvegetated; unsealed surface, areas of 

introduced shrub, modified grassland and woodland, as well as a large number of trees and tree groups, a native hedgerow and ornamental non-native 

hedgerows. The existing habitats are generally of low ecological value and distinctiveness with built form and modified grassland occupying most of the area 

within the boundary. Woodland, native trees and native hedgerows are of elevated value in the context of the Site and are of medium distinctiveness. 

 

The vision for Steyning Grammar School over the next 30 years is to enhance biodiversity through the creation of a range of habitats. Plans include the creation 

of modified grassland, biodiverse green roofs, traditional orchard, individual urban trees and species-rich native hedgerows. The Site will require active 

management, with regular, sensitive interventions to meet the target conditions of the new habitats. 

 

Ensuring the Site continues to be subject to active and productive management, with tangible benefits for the school staff and students, is central to the success 

and longevity of this HMMP. In addition to the creation of several new habitats, areas of woodland, trees and hedgerow will be retained and managed in their 

current condition. Ecological enhancement features will also be established at the Site; this includes the installation of bird and bat boxes. 

 

2.2. Significant onsite enhancements 

 

The habitat management objectives at Steyning Grammar School are detailed below, showing habitats to be created and retained within this HMMP, and their 

target conditions. A habitat creation map is shown in Figure 2. The Statutory Biodiversity Metric calculator underpinning these objectives is provided in Appendix 

1. Horsham District Council consider significant onsite gains as where the overall net change in Biodiversity Units is 0.5 or more, and/or where the gains relate 

to habitats of high or very high distinctiveness (as defined within the Statutory Biodiversity Metric User Guide), and/or in the case of major development, where 

the gain relates to habitats or medium distinctiveness (Horsham District Council, 2026). In line with this, habitats that are considered to deliver significant onsite 

gains at the Site are the biodiverse green roofs, modified grassland, new individual trees, traditional orchard and the species-rich native hedgerows.  
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Retained habitats including other broadleaved woodland and individual trees, along with proposed introduced shrub, do not count as significant enhancements, 

however the management of these habitats will be covered by this report. Additionally, bird and bat boxes are proposed at the Site and will provide additional 

value for biodiversity post-development. The establishment and post-development management of these features are also covered by this report, in Section 6. 
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Figure 2: Habitat creation and enhancement map for Steyning Grammar School  
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2.10. Retained habitat management methods 

 

This section sets out how the retained habitats at Steyning Grammar School will be managed to ensure the condition that they currently achieve will be 

maintained following development. A total of 42 urban trees, 0.2108 hectares of modified grassland and 0.0655 hectares of other broadleaved woodland are to 

be retained in their current condition post-development.  

 

The tables below outline the current condition criteria of the retained urban trees, modified grassland and woodland habitat at the Site. These habitats will be 

maintained in their current conditions. Tables of management and protection actions to ensure that they are protected throughout development and maintain 

their conditions are provided below. Tree label references are provided in Figure 1. 

 

Appropriate timings for each action are given in Table 25. 
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• Traditional orchard: All trees planted 

• Urban trees: All trees planted 

• Introduced shrub: All shrub planted. 

• Hedgerow: All hedgerows planted 
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5.1. Adaptive management 

 

Regular monitoring in the first five years of implementation, together with appropriate use of the Risk Register in Section 4, will identify any need to amend the 

management approaches outlined in this HMMP. Monitoring protocols will also be adjusted where necessary to ensure the right amount of evidence can be 

produced to both inform ongoing management and demonstrate the target habitats and conditions are being achieved. 

 

5.2. Report of monitoring 

 

Following each monitoring visit, a report will be produced detailing the findings of the monitoring visit. This will include an assessment of the habitats present 

relative to their targets and recommendations for whether the management actions or monitoring regime should be altered. This report will be submitted to 

Horsham District Council. 
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6. BAT AND BIRD BOXES 

 

Ecological features will also be installed at the Site. This section provides recommendations to enable the maintenance and enhancement of key ecological 

features at Steyning Grammar School. The aims are to create and maintain features of benefit to protected and priority species known to be present within the 

local area. 

 

This section will outline specific objectives for the maintenance of ecological features and the means by which these are achieved. The scheme for ecological 

enhancement features set out in this section meets the biodiversity enhancement recommendations in the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (MKA Ecology Ltd, 

2026a). 

 

Ecological features to be included at the Site outside of habitat creation include:  

 

• Bird box installation; and 

• Bat box installation. 

 

6.1. Management responsibility  

 

Management of ecological features at the Site will be the responsibility of the allocated management company once appointed and following completion of the 

project. 

 

6.2. Timescale for implementation 

 

The exact dates of the proposed works are not known at this stage. Therefore, the schedules provided in this document are not year-specific, rather they are 

general timetables detailing the recommended or required period for works to be conducted. 
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6.3. Bird boxes 

 

Target structure 

A total of twelve integrated Swift boxes and/or Swift bricks will be installed across the Site post-development, situated within the façade of the new buildings. 

Examples of types of integrated Swift boxes and their location are detailed in Appendix 2. 

 

Preparation and installation  

Integrated Swift boxes and/or bricks will fit seamlessly into the brickwork of the buildings, providing nesting opportunities for Swifts. All Swift boxes should be 

installed at least 5m high, under the eaves of buildings and should face between the north and east so that these birds are afforded maximum protection from 

the sun and weather. They should also be clustered together where possible to improve the chance establishing a colony as Swifts are colonial nesters. 

 

6.4. Bat boxes 

 

Target structure  

To enhance the Site for roosting bats, eight integrated bat boxes will be installed at the Site post-development, within the brickwork of the new buildings. 

Locations and examples of the bat boxes are provided Appendix 2. 

 

Preparation and installation 

Access to any bat roosting features will not be lit and should be installed as high as possible (preferably 4-5m) to avoid predation. They should be orientated 

towards the south-east, south, or south-west so that they benefit from the insolation of the sun during the day. The boxes should be close to features such as 

trees, green space, and hedgerows in order to provide immediate cover for bats leaving the roost and there should be at least two metres of free flying space 

below the box entrance for bats to fly up and into the box. 
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6.5. Lighting 

 

Lighting is known to adversely affect bat foraging behaviour, along with negatively affecting other wildlife including birds. It is expected that the proposal will 

incorporate external lighting. All lighting must be designed and managed appropriately to ensure that the area remains suitable for foraging bats, and for other 

nocturnal wildlife. It is especially important that this considered in regard to the remaining and proposed hedgerows, along with the retained woodland habitat. 

Lighting design should be developed in line with the guidance provided by the Institute of Lighting Professionals (ILP) (2023): 

 

• Minimise the lighting levels across the site; 

• All luminaires should lack UV elements when manufactured. Metal halide, compact fluorescent sources should not be used 

• LED luminaires should be used where possible due to their sharp cut-off, lower intensity, good colour rendition and dimming capability; 

• A warm white light source (2700Kelvin or lower) should be adopted to reduce blue light component; 

• Light sources should feature peak wavelengths higher than 550nm to avoid the component of light most disturbing to bats 

• Only luminaires with a negligible or zero Upward Light Ratio, and with good optical control, should be considered; 

• Luminaires should always be mounted horizontally, with no light output above 90° and/or no upward tilt; 

• Where appropriate, external security lighting should be set on motion sensors and set to as short a possible a timer as the risk assessment will allow. For 

most general residential purposes, a 1 or 2 minute timer is likely to be appropriate; 

• Minimise upward spill of light with the use of directional luminaires, shields, baffles and louvers to direct light where it is needed and prevent light being 

directed over and around the feature concerned. 

• There must be no light spill on the proposed bat boxes; 

• There must be no light spill on the adjacent woodland parcels; 

• There must be no light spill onto the retained trees; and 

• Consider the timings of lighting required, where possible avoiding lighting in the hours immediately after dusk and before dawn when bats are most active. 

 

Further information is available from the Bat Conservation Trust (ILP/BCT, 2023).  
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7. APPENDICES 

 

7.1. Appendix 1: Statutory Biodiversity Metric Calculator for Steyning Grammar School 

 

Included as separate attachment. 
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7.2. Appendix 2: Bird and bat box locations and type 

Figure 3: Proposed bird and bat box locations at Steyning Grammar School 

 
























