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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

In November 2025 MKA Ecology Limited was commissioned to undertake a Biodiversity Net Gain 

Assessment for Steyning Grammar School, West Sussex. This Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment has 

been prepared to detail how the biodiversity enhancements in the proposed scheme will lead to an 

overall benefit to biodiversity. 

 

The Site currently comprises buildings, hardstanding, areas of modified grassland and woodland, as 

well as a large number of trees and tree groups, a native hedgerow and ornamental non-native 

hedgerows. The newly proposed habitats include buildings, hardstanding, introduced shrub, modified 

grassland, biodiverse green roofs, new trees, species rich hedgerows and a traditional orchard. Areas 

of other broadleaved woodland and modified grassland are also to be retained. 

 

To provide an objective assessment of the potential value of the proposed biodiversity enhancements, 

the Defra Statutory Biodiversity Metric (Defra, 2025) is applied. The measures, a proxy for biodiversity 

that use habitat types and their areas, are compared before (the existing condition) and after the 

completion of the proposed development. 

 

The Site was found to have a baseline value of 15.49 habitat units. Under the current proposals, a net 

gain of 2.20 habitat units, equating to 14.23%, is expected. The positive increase in biodiversity is 

largely attributed to the provision of biodiverse green roofs, traditional orchard, modified grassland and 

individual trees. There is also a positive increase of 2.32 hedgerow units, equating to 338.05%, 

expected within the proposals. Trading rules are met for both habitat and hedgerow units.  

 

The area of biodiverse green roof may change within the proposals, as the final roof layout designs are 

yet to be finalised. The current area within these calculations is 0.7523 hectares. The minimum area 

that the biodiverse green roof must be for the Site to continue to achieve a net gain is 0.61 hectares. 

Following liaison with WWA Landscape, the final roof area is expected to accommodate this minimum 

area and therefore, it is expected that the development will continue to meet the required 10% net gain 

and trading summaries. 

 

It should be noted that the predicted net-gain in biodiversity is reliant on the successful restoration 

and/or creation of habitats and their maintenance for the foreseeable future. It will be critical to ensure 

that appropriate management activities are put in place in order to achieve the desired condition of the 

proposed habitats. It is recommended that measures to ensure the successful creation and long-term 

management of proposed habitats delivering significant onsite enhancements are outlined in a Habitat 

Management and Monitoring (HMMP) for the Site.   
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3. HABITATS 

 

 Present – baseline condition survey 

 

A Preliminary Ecological Appraisal was conducted by MKA Ecology Ltd on 1 December 2025 (MKA 

Ecology Ltd, 2026) to inform the baseline habitats present. The Site was found to cover a total of 8.6 

hectares and comprises buildings, hardstanding, areas of modified grassland and woodland, as well as 

a large number of trees and tree groups, a native hedgerow and ornamental non-native hedgerows. 

The habitats at the Site were mapped during the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal and are presented in 

Figure 1. 

 

A condition assessment of the baseline habitats was conducted on 1 December 2025. More information 

on how habitat conditions were assigned is provided in Appendix 1. Survey constraints of the 

Preliminary Ecological Appraisal are described in Section 4.9.  

 

There are no irreplaceable habitats within the redline boundary. Please note that any impacts on 

designated sites and protected species that may result from the development have been addressed in 

the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal, which also outlines plans for mitigation and enhancement where 

required (MKA Ecology Ltd, 2026). 

 

 Future – proposed landscape and enhancements 

 

The proposals involve a school redevelopment which entails the demolition of existing buildings and 

erection of new buildings within the site extent and associated vegetation removal. The proposed 

habitats for the Site are presented in Figure 2. Proposed habitats include buildings, hardstanding, 

introduced shrub, modified grassland, biodiverse green roofs, new trees, species rich hedgerows and 

a traditional orchard. Areas of other broadleaved woodland and modified grassland are also to be 

retained. 

 

It is these proposed habitats that will form the basis of the calculation of ‘net-change’ in biodiversity 

using the Defra metric (see Section 4).  
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Figure 1: Baseline habitats at Steyning Grammar School, West Sussex 
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Figure 2. Proposed habitats for Steyning Grammar School, West Sussex 
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4. METHODOLOGIES 

 

 Biodiversity Net Gain assessor 

 

This Biodiversity Net Gain assessment was conducted by Radha Singh and Olivia Hine, both Ecologists 

at MKA Ecology Ltd. Radha has over a years’ experience while Olivia has over two years’ experience 

conducting Biodiversity Net Gain assessments; they are considered competent assessors under the 

Statutory Biodiversity Metric requirements (Defra, 2025). The Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment was 

reviewed by Lydia Ennis ACIEEM, Senior Ecologist at MKA Ecology Ltd. Lydia has nine years’ 

experience as an ecologist. 

 

 Assignment of habitats 

 

To establish whether the proposed development will contribute positively to biodiversity we use the 

Defra Statutory Biodiversity Metric (Defra, 2025). This method uses habitat as a proxy for biodiversity 

and its primary application is to provide planners and developers with a method of establishing how 

much and what type of habitats should be created or enhanced in order to ensure that the proposed 

development results in a net gain for biodiversity. Habitats are assigned the following scores: 

 

• Distinctiveness: A measure of the type and importance of a habitat. 

• Condition: A measure of the present or predicted condition of a habitat type. 

• Strategic significance: How a habitat is regarded within Local Planning Policy. 

 

Habitat distinctiveness is automatically assigned in the Statutory Biodiversity Metric. Please see 

Appendix 1 for further information on how habitat condition and strategic significance was assigned in 

this assessment. 

 

For proposed habitats, where there is an attempt to predict the habitat type following establishment 

additional handicaps or risk scores are imposed representing the following factors:  

 

• Difficulty: More difficult habitats incur a greater risk.  

• Time to condition: In general, it takes longer for habitats to reach a better condition, plus certain 

habitats by their very nature take longer to create or restore.  

• If the creation or enhancement of habitats is delayed, an additional risk score is applied. This 

will not apply in the present case. 

• If habitats are created off-site, an additional risk score is applied. This will not apply in the 

present case.  
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 Hedgerows 

 

Hedgerows, given their unique linear characteristic and their position as ‘edge habitats’ are treated as 

linear features in the Statutory Biodiversity Metric calculator and are calculated as ‘biodiversity metres’. 

The metrics calculated for hedgerows have therefore been calculated and presented separately. 

Current and proposed hedgerows were mapped, and their lengths calculated, using QGIS.  

 

 Rivers and streams 

 

A dry ditch is located within 5 metres of the red line boundary on the northeastern aspect of the Site, 

however, for this to be classed as a ditch it must hold water for a minimum of four months per year. 

Using data available from site investigations (CTP, 2026) it was determined that it does not meet this 

definition and therefore, should not be classed as a ditch, nor as any other watercourse. Subsequently, 

it is exempt from a ditch condition assessment and needs no further assessment due to its location 

outside the red line boundary. Rivers and streams are not considered further within this report. 

 

 Habitat degradation 

 

It is confirmed that the baseline habitats have not been significantly altered or modified since 30 January 

2020 and, as such, it is appropriate to assess the baseline habitats in their current condition.  

 

 Sharing data 

 

Relevant ecological data collected during baseline habitat and protected species surveys at the Site will 

be shared with Sussex Biodiversity Information Centre following acceptance of this Biodiversity Net 

Gain Assessment.  

 

 Assumptions and constraints 

 

Several assumptions are made to enable this Biodiversity Net Gain assessment. The primary 

assumptions and constraints are listed below: 

 

• The net gains in biodiversity that are estimated are reliant on the successful restoration and/or 

creation of habitats and their maintenance for the foreseeable future; this is particularly true for 

the biodiverse green roofs, traditional orchard, modified grassland and individual trees.; 

• The condition assessment for some habitats is assumed. Tree T71 was not assessed on Site 

during the survey in date. Where there is doubt in determining the condition, a conservative 

approach is taken, therefore T71 was assessed to be of good condition, to assume a worst-

case scenario; 
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• The Preliminary Ecological Appraisal was undertaken outside of the optimal survey period for 

Phase 1 surveys. This is not considered to be a significant constraint to the survey effort as all 

the habitats recorded were of low value and common in the surrounding area; 

• Tree canopy areas have been calculated using the “Tree Helper” within the Metric calculator 

tool. As per The Statutory Biodiversity Metric: User Guide (Defra, 2025) size classes for newly 

proposed trees have been categorised as small; and  

• It is assumed that there will be no time delay in establishing the habitats and the habitats will 

not be created in advance.
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Therefore, the habitats listed above are classified as significant onsite gains within the proposals at 

Steyning Grammar School. 

 

In line with the recommendations provided within the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (Geosphere 

Environmental, 2023; MKA Ecology Ltd, 2026) bird and bat boxes should be installed in the new 

buildings or on retained trees. The Statutory Biodiversity Metric has no means to formally account for 

these enhancements in the net gain assessment. However, they will provide additional value for 

biodiversity post-development and therefore should be noted. 

 

 Recommendations 

 

The overall net gain in biodiversity units predicted in this assessment is reliant on the successful 

restoration and/or creation of habitats and their maintenance for the foreseeable future. It is critical that 

habitats and hedgerows delivering significant onsite gains reach the target condition estimated in this 

assessment, and this will require careful consideration during both the planning and construction phase. 

It is particularly important that the biodiverse green roofs, traditional orchard and individual trees achieve 

‘moderate’ condition, while the modified grassland must achieve a minimum of ‘poor’ condition. 

 

It is recommended that a Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan (HMMP) is produced for the Site. 

This will outline measures for the successful creation and management of habitats delivering significant 

onsite gains for a minimum of 30 years to ensure the target conditions for each habitat type is reached 

as outlined in this assessment. 

 

Recommendation 1 

Produce a HMMP for the Site covering habitats delivering significant onsite gains for a minimum of 30 

years post-development.  

 

For all other habitats created or retained at the site, a Landscape and Ecology Management Plan 

(LEMP) must be produced outlining measures for the successful creation and management of these 

habitats. 

 

Recommendation 2 

Produce a LEMP for the Site covering all other habitats to be created or retained.  

 

As the final roof layout designs are not yet finalised, it is recommended that the area of biodiverse 

green roof does not reduce lower than 0.61 hectares as this is the minimum area that is required for 

the Site to continue to exceed a 10% net gain and meet the trading summaries.  

 

Recommendation 3 
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The minimum area of biodiverse green roof at the Site post-development should be 0.61 hectares so 

the required 10% net gain is still achieved.  
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6. CONCLUSIONS 

 

The proposed development at Steyning Grammar School, West Sussex, involves a school 

redevelopment which entails the demolition of existing buildings and erection of new buildings within 

the site extent and associated vegetation removal. The landscaping plans include buildings, 

hardstanding, introduced shrub, modified grassland, biodiverse green roofs, new trees and species rich 

hedgerows and a traditional orchard. Areas of other broadleaved woodland and modified grassland are 

also to be retained. 

 

The use of the Defra Statutory Biodiversity Metric to calculate measures of biodiversity for the existing 

and proposed habitats confirm that the proposed development is likely to lead to a net gain of 14.23% 

in biodiversity, equating to the gain of 2.20 habitat units. The positive increase in biodiversity is largely 

attributed to the provision of biodiverse green roofs, traditional orchard, modified grassland and 

individual trees. There is also a gain of 2.32 hedgerow units, equating to 338.05%.  

 

The predicted net-gain in biodiversity is reliant on the successful restoration and/or creation of habitats 

and their maintenance for the foreseeable future. It will be critical to ensure that appropriate 

management activities are put in place in order to achieve the desired condition of the proposed 

habitats. It is recommended that measures to ensure the successful creation and long-term 

management of proposed habitats are outlined in a HMMP for the Site. 
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 Appendix 2: Biodiversity net gain calculator 

 

As attachment. 

 

 






