


2

a single track public bridleway. Lots of children use this footpath to and from school as I once 
did. To add more traffic would be dangerous. There are no verges to stand on as the sides are 
steep banks. Construction traffic would be particularly hazardous as so many more people use 
the bridleway on their way to the river bank, now that the new White Bridge has been opened. 
 
There is also the heritage to consider. St Peter's Church and Sele Priory can be seen from the 
riverbank. To put four new houses next to them would look completely out of place when 
walking on the Heritage Footpath to the north of the proposed site. The suggestion that the 
houses will be screened by planting is misleading. As the ground slopes down to the north, any 
planting will be significantly lower than the houses, particularly the plot nearest to Church Farm 
Walk, and therefore will not act as a screen to a two storey house. The proposed planting is 
also deciduous, leaving the houses glaringly visible during the winter.  
 
Please do not accept this planning application. As a young person who really appreciates the 
need for housing and hopes to live in Sussex again, I urge the planning committee to protect 
such precious land, lying as it does within a highly valued Local Wildlife Site, and build on 
brownfield sites instead, of which there are a number locally, such as the cement works, the 
development of which could be a significant benefit to the community both through housing 
and employment opportunities. 

 
Kind regards  
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Email: planning@horsham.gov.uk
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