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This report is prepared to inform a planning application with the Horsham District Council. The proposal is described as:  

The demolition of the static caravan and replacement construction of a storage building, with the creation of a new adventure  play area  

 

BNG assessment  methodology and leg islation can be found in the Arbtech  Supplement:  BNG Methodology and Legislation – 2025 . 

The results and recommendations contained within this report are valid for 18 months. An updated site visit  and BNG assessment  may be required if the report is to be used any longer than 18 months after completion.  
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Limitations and Copyright  

Legal  

 Arbtech Consulting Limited has prepared this report for the sole use of the above -named client or their agents in accordance with our General Terms and 

Conditions, under which our services are performed. It is expressly stated that no other warranty, expr essed or implied, is made as to the professional 

advice included in this report or any other services provided by us. This report may not be relied upon by any other party wi thout the prior and express 

written agreement of Arbtech Consulting Limited. The c onclusions and recommendations contained in this report are based upon information provided by 

third parties. Information obtained from third parties has not been independently verified by Arbtech Consulting Limited.  

 Arbtech cannot be held responsible for any project management failures, delays or unforeseen costs arising from failure to re ad and ensure 

understanding of the content with in, nor is Arbtech responsible for any adverse outcomes arising from failure to ac count for ecological advice given at any 

stage throughout the project collaboration.  

 

© This report is the copyright of Arbtech Consulting Limited. Any unauthorised reproduction or usage by any person other than  the addressee is strictly 

prohibited.  



Family Foundations Trust Ltd               Dalesdown, RH13 8NX  

1 
Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment  

Site Location and Context  

A baseline habitat map is provided in Appendix 1 , a post development habitat map in Appendix 2 , a proposed development plan in Appendix 3 , headline 

BNG results in Appendix 4 , and condition assessments in Appendix 5 . 

The site is located in  Horsham, Chichester at the National Grid Reference TQ 16387 17826 and has an area of approximately 0.83ha. The site comprises  

of a static caravan, small shed, storage containers, developed land, gravel surface, grassland, ditch, hedgerow and a line of  trees along the north 

boundary and southern boundary. The immediate surrounding area consists of the occasional building, residential and commercia l, and a collection of 

solar farms just south of the site. The wider landscape consists mainly of arable land, fi elds, watercourses, the occasional residential area and an 

ancient deciduous woodland to the west .  

  

This report should be read in conjunction with the following documents:  

❖ Statutory BNG Metric - Dalesdown, RH13 8NX – v2 (Arbtech Consulting Ltd., 2026 ) 

❖ Proposed Pla n (2026 )  

❖ Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) - Dalesdown, RH13 8NX – v1 (Arbtech Consulting Ltd., 2026 ) 

 

Executive Summary  

The current landscaping proposal generates a net gain of area -based habitat units (+15.33%) and a net gain of linear -based habitat units (+42.26%). As 
such, the proposed development is compliant with current legislation (Environment Act 2021) and planning policies (National Planning Policy 
Framework, 2025)  as a minimum biodiversity net gain of +10% was achieved for both area - and linear -based habitat units.  
 
All trading conditions have been satisfied.  
 
A Biodiversity Gain Plan (BGP) and Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan (HMMP) must be produced for the site. This should i nclude 

recommendations for the implementation, management and monitoring of the site for at least 30 years to ensure that biodiversity net gain is delivered .  
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Introduction  

BNG Informative  

Habitat 

Degradation 

Statement  

Date reflected by 

BNG calculations  
9th May 2025  

The baseline biodiversity value of the site is derived from the site as observed during the PEA  field survey (Arbtech Consulting Ltd., 

2026 ). As evident in the screenshots of satellite imagery obtained from GoogleEarth dated April 2020  and May 2025 , the site does 

not appear to have undergone any degradation. The habitats on site, and therefore biodiversity value of the site, is not cons idered 

to have undergone degradation since 30th January 2020.  

  
Irreplaceable 

Habitat Statement  

No irreplaceable habitats as listed under the Biodiversity Gain Requirements (Irreplaceable Habitat) Regulations (2024) are 

currently present nor were present before 30 th January 2020.  

Metric Version & 

Publication Date  

Statutory Biodiversity Metric Calculation Tool first published 29 th November 2023 with last updates to metric tools and user guides 

on 3 rd July 2025 . 

BNG Target Uplift  +10%  
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National Character 

Area (NCA)  
107 - Cotswolds  

Strategic 

Significance  

In advance of approval of the LNRS, scheduled for winter 2025 -2026, alternative documents have  be en used for assigning high, 

medium and low strategic significance levels, including  limited to:  

• Draft Local Nature Recovery Strategy  

• Local Plans and Neighbourhood Plans  

• Local Planning Authority Ecological Networks  

• Tree Strategies and Woodland Strategies  

• National Landscape Management Plans  

• Biodiversity Action Plans  

• Species conservation and protected sites strategies  

• Green Infrastructure Strategies  

• River Basin Management Plans  

• Catchment Plans and Catchment Planning System  

Limitations  

There were no specific limitations to the assessment.  
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Baseline  

Baseline Biodiversity Value: On -Site  

Area -Based Habitats (A -1)  

Habitat  Area (ha)  Description  Condition Assessment  
Strategic 

Significance  

Developed 
land; sealed 

surface  
0.0092  There is one static caravan onsite (B1)  Habitat condition pre -determined 

as ‘ N/A’ as detailed within the 
Statutory Biodiversity Condition 

Assessment Supplement  
Low  Strategic 
Significance  

Developed 
land; sealed 

surface  
0.015  There is a small area of hardstanding along the northern site boundary.  

Other neutral 
grassland  

0.0248  
There is an area of vegetated garden surrounding the B1, with a predominantly 
homogenous sward. The area along the northern boundary is subject to frequent 
management, with a short sward height  

Poor : passes 2 of 6  criteria 
excluding essential criterion A  

Linear -Based Habitats ( B-1)  

Habitat  Length  (km ) Description  Condition Assessment  
Strategic 

Significance  

Native 
hedgerow  

0.02  
There is a native hedgerow along the northern site boundary, that is solely 
comprised of hornbeam  

Moderate : passes 6 of 8 criteria  
Low  Strategic 
Significance  
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Post -Development  

Post -Development Biodiversity Value: On -Site  

Area -Based Habitats  

 
Habitat  Area (ha)  Description  Condition Assessment  

Strategic 

Significance  

R
e

ta
in

e
d

 (
A

-1
) 

Developed land; 
sealed surface  

0.015  

Retained car park area.  

Habitat condition pre -
determined as ‘ N/A’ as 

detailed within the Statutory 
Biodiversity Condition 

Assessment Supplement  

Low  
Strategic 

Significance  

Other neutral 
grassland  

0.0169  Retained grassland.  
Poor : passes 2 of 6 criteria 

excluding essential criterion 
A 

C
re

at
e

d
 (

A
-2

) 

Developed land; 
sealed surface  

0.0079  Proposed building.  

Habitat condition pre -
determined as ‘ N/A’ as 

detailed within the Statutory 
Biodiversity Condition 

Assessment Supplement  

Other neutral 
grassland  

0.0092  Proposed grassland where previous static caravan existed.  
Poor : passes 2 of 6 criteria 

excluding essential criterion 
A 

Urban tree  0.0041  Proposed scattered tree.  
Moderate : passes 3 of 6 

criteria  

Linear -Based Habitats  

C
re

at
e

d
 

(B
-2

) 

Native hedgerow  0.034  Proposed native hedgerow.  
Moderate : passes 6 of 8 

criteria  

Low 
Strategic 

Significance  
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Change of Biodiversity Value  

  Biodiversity Unit s  

  Area -Based  Linear -Based  Watercourse -Based  

O
n

-S
it

e
 Baseline  0.10  units  0.08  units  N/A 

Post -

Development  
0. 11  units  0.11  units  N/A 

Net Change  0.02  units (+ 15.33 %) 0.03  units (+42.26 %) N/A 

O
ff

-S
it

e
 Baseline  N/A N/A N/A 

Post -

Development  
N/A N/A N/A 

Net Change  N/A N/A N/A 

Overall Net Change  0.02 units (+15.33%)  0.03 units (+42.26%)  N/A 
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Results, Discussion, and Next Steps  

BNG Informative  

Results and Next 

Steps  

The current landscaping proposal generates a net gain of area -based habitat units (+15.33%) and a net gain of linear -based 
habitat units (+42.26%). As such, the proposed development is compliant with current legislation (Environment Act 2021) and 
planning policies (National Planning Policy Framework, 2025)  as a minimum biodiversity net gain of +10% was achieved for both 
area - and linear -based habitat units.  
 
All trading conditions have been satisfied.  
 
A Biodiversity Gain Plan (BGP) and Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan (HMMP) must be produced for the site. This should 

include recommendations for the implementation, management and monitoring of the site for at least 30 years to ensure that 

biodiversity net gain is delivered.  
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Appendix 1: Baseli ne Habitat Plan  
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Appendix 2: Post -Devel opment Habitat Plan  
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Appendix 3: Development Plan  
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Appendix 4: Headline BNG Results  

The Defra Statutory Biodiversity Metric is provided as a separate excel spreadsheet.  

 

Target Baseline Units

10.00% 0.10

10.00% 0.08

10.00% 0.00 0.00

Unit Deficit

0.00

0.11 0.00

0.09 0.00

Watercourse units

Area habitat units

Hedgerow units

Unit Type Units Required

15.33%

Hedgerow units 42.26%

Watercourse units 0.00%

Total net unit change
(Including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement)

Area habitat units 0.02

0.03

Watercourse units 0.00

Yes ✓Trading rules satisfied?

FINAL RESULTS

Total net % change
(Including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement)

Area habitat units

Hedgerow units
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Appendix 5a : Baseline Habitat Condition Assessment Sheets  
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Appendix 5b: Post -Development Habitat Condition Assessment Sheets  
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