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From: Mike Jones 
Sent: 23 February 2026 17:25
To: madeleine.hartley
Cc: Hannah.Darley; 
Attachments: ViewDocument (22).pdf

Dear Madeleine, 
 

 has copied me into the correspondence below, and I considered it appropriate to respond to you 
directly. 
 
I am concerned that there may be some misunderstanding within the EPO at HDC regarding this application. Church 
Barn is seeking approval for application DC/22/1784 (Erection of three residential dwellings with detached garages 
on land adjacent to Little Paddock, with vehicular access via the existing access onto Hurston Lane). Several of the 
comments raised appear to relate to the adjoining residential property, which lies outside the red line boundary and 
is therefore not part of this application. Please refer to the attached plan for clarity. 
 
In response to the points raised: 
1.           Noted. 
2.           The near-surface and tested topsoils referenced in your comments remain within the application site. The 
stockpiles of soil and green waste located outside the red line boundary originate from works undertaken to the 
existing dwelling and land at Little Paddock, and are therefore unrelated to the current application. All soils retained 
within the application boundary have already been tested by AP Geotechnics, and the corresponding report has been 
submitted. 
3.           No burning has taken place within the application site. The licensed burning of green waste occurred solely 
within the adjoining property, Little Paddock, and not within the red line boundary. 
 
Given the above clarifications, and with reference to the final paragraph of your previous email, I would be grateful if 
you could confirm precisely what further information is required prior to submission. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Mike Jones 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mike Jones  

Managing Director 
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www.churchbarngroup.co.uk 

 

Church Barn Holdings Ltd 
Registered Office: Church House, The Street, Washington, RH20 4AS.
   

This email is intended for the addressee only, and may be covered by legal privilege and/or protected by law. If you are not the 
intended recipient please notify the sender immediately and in the meantime do not disclose the contents to any other person nor use, 
copy or store the email in any medium. As communications via the internet are not secure Church Barn Group can accept no liability if 
this email is accessed via third parties during the course of transmission or is modified or amended in any way following dispatch. All 
negotiations in this email are subject to contract. 
   

From: Madeleine.Hartley   
Sent: 18 February 2026 16:1 
To:  
Cc: Hannah.Darley  
Subject: Little Paddock, Hurston Lane, Storrington, West Sussex 
  
Good afternoon 
  
I refer to the decision of Horsham District Council in connection with the application that you have 
submitted for the approval of details reserved by Conditions 3, 4, 5 to approved application 
DC/22/1784 (Erection of 3 x No. residential dwellings with detached garages on land adjacent to Little 
Paddock. Creation of vehicular access provided via the existing access onto Hurston Lane). 
  
I note that the attached split decision by the Council was issued on 13th January 2026, which 
approved the details to discharge Conditions 4 and 5, but refused those submitted to discharge 
Condition 3. 
  
I understand that following the issue of the decision, further details were submitted by yourselves on 
18th January 2026, in the form of an AP Geotechnics Phase II Geoenvironmental Assessment, 
however this was too late to be assessed as part of the application, as the decision had already been 
issued. As such it will be necessary for you to resubmit those details to the Council as a further 
application to discharge Condition 3 of DC/22/1784. 
  
The Council’s Environmental Protection Officer (Pollution) has reviewed the assessment sent on 18th 
January 2026, therefore before you re-submit an application, I would ask that you address the 
following comments made by him: 
  
1.          We note that when the most recent test results are compared to generic assessment 

criteria no elevated levels of contaminants were detected which is welcomed.  We are 
therefore happy with the level of detail in the above report. 

2.           However, from undertaking a site visit and reviewing the trial pit logs from the most 
recent investigation it would appear that the near surface soils have been stripped from 
the site and stockpiled.  As detailed in previous comments the most likely strata to be 
contaminated on a site such as this is the near surface soils and whilst the testing of 
these stock-piles is not required before the development commences we do not need 
sufficient detail in a brief remediation method statement (RMS) on how these stockpiles, 
along with any imported topsoil, are going to be chemically validated. The RMS should 
also confirm that stockpiles of topsoil will not be used to form soft landscaping/garden 
areas until they have been subject to testing and deemed suitable for use. 

3.           As detailed in previous comments, during a site visit in December 2025 it was also noted 
that an area of the site had been used for the burning of waste materials with the burning 
area appearing to contain a proportion of metal, plastics and other materials likely to 
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contaminated underlying soils.  Detail on how this area with be removed and the 
resultant excavation chemically validated will also need to form part of the RMS. 

  
In light of the above comments, I would request that a further application is submitted to discharge 
Condition 3- once the RMS has been produced, and my colleagues are happy with it, we should be in 
a position to recommend the discharge of condition 3. However I would ask that both site 
investigation reports and a RMS, as detailed above, are formally submitted to the Council for 
approval. 
  
I hope that this clarifies the situation, ad I look forward to hearing from you. 
  
Kind regards 
  
Madeleine 
  

Madeleine Hartley 
 

 

Planning Compliance Team Leader 
 

 
  

 
 

 

  
 

  

  

   

  

 

  

Horsham District Council, Albery House, Springfield Road, Horsham, West Sussex RH12 2GB 
Telephone: 01403 215100 (calls may be recorded)   www.horsham.gov.uk   Chief Executive: Jane Eaton
  

 
Horsham District Council will only accept service of documents by email if they are sent to 
legal@horsham.gov.uk. Any documents sent to individual email addresses will not be accepted under any 
circumstances. 
Communications received after 5pm will be regarded as being served on the next working day. 
Please contact us in advance if your email, including any attachments, is going to exceed 30MB. 
   

  
Disclaimer 
IMPORTANT NOTICE This e-mail might contain privileged and/or confidential information. If you have received this e-mail in 
error, please notify the sender and delete the e-mail immediately; you may not use or pass it to anyone else. Whilst every care 
has been taken to check this outgoing e-mail for viruses, it is your responsibility to carry out checks upon receipt. Horsham 
District Council does not accept liability for any damage caused. E-mail transmission cannot guarantee to be secure or error 
free. This e-mail does not create any legal relations, contractual or otherwise. Any views or opinions expressed are personal to 
the author and do not necessarily represent those of Horsham District Council. This Council does not accept liability for any 
unauthorised/unlawful statement made by an employee. Information in this e mail may be subject to public disclosure in 
accordance with the law. Horsham District Council cannot guarantee that it will not provide this e mail to a third party. The 
Council reserves the right to monitor e-mails in accordance with the law. If this e-mail message or any attachments are 
incomplete or unreadable, please telephone 01403 215100 or e-mail customer.services@horsham.gov.uk. Any reference to "e-
mail" in this disclaimer includes any attachments.  
 
This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast Ltd. 
 
 
Mike Jones  

Managing Director 
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www.churchbarngroup.co.uk 

 

Church Barn Holdings Ltd 
Registered Office: Church House, The Street, Washington, RH20 4AS.
   

This email is intended for the addressee only, and may be covered by legal privilege and/or protected by law. If you are not the 
intended recipient please notify the sender immediately and in the meantime do not disclose the contents to any other person nor use, 
copy or store the email in any medium. As communications via the internet are not secure Church Barn Group can accept no liability if 
this email is accessed via third parties during the course of transmission or is modified or amended in any way following dispatch. All 
negotiations in this email are subject to contract. 
   

 




