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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Ecological Survey and Assessment Ltd (ECOSA) have been appointed by Salutem Shared 

Services to prepare a Biodiversity Net Gain Design Stage Report for Woodview School, 

Billingshurst. The purpose of the assessment is to determine the proposals ability to deliver a 

net gain in biodiversity following development at the site. The site is located In Billingshurst, 

West Sussex and comprises a series of derelict buildings amongst woodland and scrub. The 

site is redundant and has been left unmaintained for a number of years. The proposals entail 

the demolition of the derelict builds on the site and the installation of classrooms with associated 

parking and play areas.  

The main findings of the Biodiversity Net Gain Design Stage report are: 

▪ The site comprises modified grassland, other neutral grassland, other woodland; 

broadleaved, other woodland; mixed, rural trees, developed land; sealed 

surface, vacant or derelict land, and line of trees. The pre-development on-site 

baseline units are 1.87 habitat units and 0.17 hedgerow.  

▪ The rural trees will be retained as part of the development, however all other 

habitats and treelines will be lost.  

▪ The scheme will create modified grassland, other neutral grassland, ponds (non-

priority habitat), introduced shrub, “developed land; sealed surface”, and species 

rich native hedgerow will be created within the site as part of the proposals.  

▪ The post-development on-site units are 2.16 habitat units and 0.65 hedgerow 

units. This represents a gain of 15.66% habitat units and 289.27% hedgerow 

units. 

▪ This demonstrates that the proposals have the ability to deliver the Biodiversity 

Net Gain required on-site in both local planning policy and that required by the 

Environment Act, however the proposals do not meet the trading rules. Off-site 

offsetting will be agreed to satisfy the trading rules. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 

Ecological Survey & Assessment Limited (ECOSA) have been appointed by Salutem 

Shared Services to prepare a Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment to support a planning 

application for redevelopment of Woodview School, Ingfield Manor Drive, Billingshurst, 

West Sussex, RH14 9AX (hereafter referred to as the site). 

1.2 The Site 

The site is located in approximately 550 metres north-west of the hamlet of Five Oaks, 

and approximately two kilometres north of Billingshurst centred on National Grid 

Reference (NGR) TQ 0924 2868 (Error! Reference source not found.).  

The site consists of approximately 1.45 hectares of grounds associated with the 

existing specialist school to the north. The site comprises a series of derelict buildings 

amongst woodland and scrub. The site is redundant and has been left redundant for a 

number of years. 

The main school is located north of the application site, a dairy farm lies to the west, 

with woodland and open farmland present to the east and south of the site. The wider 

landscape is largely rural, dominated by blocks of woodland and agricultural fields. The 

village of Billingshurst is located approximately two kilometres south of the site. 

Tributaries of the River Arun run approximately 40 metres south of the site, with further 

tributaries running approximately 260 metres north-east of the site. 

1.3 Aims and Scope of Report 

The aim of this document is to establish whether the scheme design provides a 

measurable net gain in biodiversity. The net change in biodiversity value is determined 

by calculating the pre-development and post-development biodiversity units provided 

by the site using an approved metric. 

The document provides a summary of the scheme design and background ecological 

information which has been used to undertake the metric calculations. The metric 

calculations have been provided in a separate excel spreadsheet (ECOSA, 2026). 

This document is a stand-alone assessment of the pre-development and post-

development value of the site in terms of the biodiversity units. It should be read in 

conjunction with the submitted Ecological Impact Assessment report (ECOSA, 2025) 

which assess other elements of ecology and provide further recommendations to 

ensure that the proposals accord with other policy and/or legislative requirements. 
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1.4 Site Proposals 

The proposals entail the demolition of the derelict builds on the site and the installation 

of classrooms with associated parking and play areas.  

This report makes reference to the Proposed Phases 1, 2, 3 and 4 Hard and Soft 

Landscape proposals, produced by Lizard Landscape Design and Ecology (drawing 

no. LLD3660-LAN-DWG-011, Rev. 00) (Appendix 1).   
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2.0 LEGISLATIVE AND PLANNING POLICY CONTEXT 

2.1 Introduction 

This section summarises the legislative and planning policy as relevant to Biodiversity 

Net Gain within the Horsham District Council administrative area. This information is 

then used to make necessary recommendations for mitigation and enhancements in 

order to ensure any future planning application accords with relevant planning policy. 

2.2 Legislation 

2.2.1 Environment Act 

The legislative driver for Biodiversity Net Gain comes through the Environment Act 

2021. Schedule 14 of the Act sets out the following: 

▪ Sets a measurable Biodiversity Net Gain1 objective of 10% for all development 

for which planning permission is granted; 

▪ The Biodiversity Metric to calculate the Biodiversity Value of the site is 

produced and published by the Secretary of State; 

▪ The pre-development and post-development biodiversity value of the site 

should be calculated using the metric and based on the pre-development 

biodiversity value on the date of planning application. However, this may be 

agreed as being an alternative date by the local planning authority; 

▪ All planning permissions (with a few exceptions) granted in England will be 

subject to a general condition requiring that a Biodiversity Net Gain Plan is 

submitted for approval to the planning authority prior to commencement of the 

development; and 

▪ The post-development value must be calculated based on the development at 

completion and the obligation for maintaining the proposed Biodiversity Net 

Gain measures will be a minimum of 30 years.  

The Act also states that where activities are undertaken on a given site on or after the 

30th January 2020, which result in a lower biodiversity value than otherwise would have 

been achieved (e.g. site clearance), then the biodiversity value should be calculated 

based on the value of the site prior to the activity commencing. The only exception is 

where activities undertaken are in accordance with an otherwise consented2 activity, In 

practice this puts an onus on the applicant and the ecologist who completed the 

 
1 Biodiversity Net Gain is defined as “development that leaves biodiversity in a better state than before” 
(CIEEM, 2016). 
2 For example a previous planning permission.  
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assessment to assume a “worst case scenario” approach where habitat clearance has 

been undertaken at the time of the site survey.  

Where 10% Biodiversity Net Gain cannot be demonstrated on site the Act makes 

provision for offsite offsetting either through the purchase of biodiversity units on 

registered offsetting land or alternatively through the Government’s credit system.  

The requirements under Schedule 14 came into force on 12th February 2024. 

Therefore, any planning permissions granted after this date are subject to a minimum 

requirement to demonstrate 10% Biodiversity Net Gain.  

2.3 Planning Policy 

2.3.1 National Policy 

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) sets out the government’s 

requirements for the planning system in England. The original document was published 

in 2012 with the most recent revised NPPF published in December 2024. A number of 

sections of the NPPF are relevant when taking into account development proposals 

and the environment. As set out within Paragraph 11 of the NPPF “Plans and decisions 

should apply a presumption in favour of sustainable development”. However, 

Paragraph 195 goes on to state that “The presumption in favour of sustainable 

development does not apply where the plan or project is likely to have a significant 

effect on a habitats site (either alone or in combination with other plans or projects), 

unless an appropriate assessment has concluded that the plan or project will not 

adversely affect the integrity of the habitats site.”. 

The NPPF sets out that development proposals should not only minimise the impacts 

on biodiversity but also to provide enhancement. Paragraph 187 states that the 

planning system should contribute to and enhance the natural environment by 

“…minimising impacts on and providing net gains for biodiversity, including by 

establishing coherent ecological networks that are more resilient to current and future 

pressures...”.  

A number of principles are set out in Paragraph 193, including that where harm cannot 

be adequately avoided then it should be mitigated for, or as a last resort, compensated 

for. Where impacts occur on nationally designated sites, the benefits must clearly 

outweigh any adverse impact and incorporating biodiversity in and around 

developments should be encouraged. Specific reference is also made to the protection 
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of irreplaceable habitats3, including ancient woodland4. Where loss to irreplaceable 

habitats occurs planning permission would normally be refused unless there are wholly 

exceptional reasons and an adequate compensation strategy is in place. Paragraph 

193 also states “development whose primary objective is to conserve or enhance 

biodiversity should be supported; while opportunities to improve biodiversity in and 

around developments should be integrated as part of their design, especially where 

this can secure measurable net gains for biodiversity or enhance public access to 

nature where this is appropriate.” Paragraph 194 also sets out that potential SPAs, 

SACs and listed or proposed Ramsar sites or sites acting as compensation for SPAs, 

SACs and Ramsar sites, should receive the same protection as habitat sites.   

In addition to the NPPF, Circular 06/05 provides guidance on the application of the law 

relating to planning and nature conservation as it applies in England. Paragraph 98 

states “the presence of a protected species is a material consideration when a planning 

authority is considering a development proposal that, if carried out, would be likely to 

result in harm to the species or its habitat”. Paragraph 99 states “it is essential that the 

presence or otherwise of a protected species, and the extent that they may be affected 

by the Proposed Project Development, is established before planning permission is 

granted”. 

2.3.2 Local Policy 

Local planning policy for Horsham District Council is provided by the policies within the 

Horsham District Planning Framework (HDPF), adopted on 27th November 2015. With 

the exception of land within the South Downs National Park, the HDPF replaces the 

policies contained in the Horsham District Core Strategy and General Development 

Control Policies which were both adopted in 2007. The HDPF contains a single policy 

referring to ecology and biodiversity: 

▪ Policy 31: Green Infrastructure and Biodiversity. This policy is an all-

encompassing policy which supports the maintenance and enhancement 

of green infrastructure network, the enhancement of existing biodiversity 

and creation of new habitats. The site policy also makes specific reference 

to retaining and enhancing linkages.   

The policy also makes refence to the protection of sites and habitats in the 

following hierarchy Special Protection Area (SPA) and Special Areas of 

Conservation (SAC); Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) and 

 
3 The NPPF defines irreplaceable habitats as “Habitats which would be technically very difficult (or take a very significant 
time) to restore, recreate or replace once destroyed, taking into account their age, uniqueness, species diversity or 
rarity. They include ancient woodland, ancient and veteran trees, blanket bog, limestone pavement, sand dunes, salt 
marsh and lowland fen.” 
4 Natural England defines ancient woodland as “An area that has been wooded continuously since at least 1600 AD. It 
includes ancient semi-natural woodland and plantations on ancient woodland sites (PAWS).” 
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National Nature Reserves (NNRs); and Sites of Nature Conservation 

Importance (SNCIs), Local Nature Reserves (LNRs) and any areas of 

Ancient woodland. 

 

Where development is anticipated to have a direct or indirect adverse 

impact on sites or features for biodiversity, development will be refused 

unless it can be demonstrated that the reason for the development 

outweigh the need to protect the feature and appropriate mitigation and 

compensation can be secured.  

 

Any development with the potential to impact Arun Valley SPA or the Mens 

SAC will be subject to Habitats Regulation Assessment with necessary 

mitigation. 

The site falls within the 6.5 kilometre Key Conservation Area of The Mens 

SAC   mentioned in the South Downs Local Plan  (2014-2033), adopted in 

July 2019. 

▪ Policy SD10: International Sites 

This policy refers the protection of internationally designated sites, with 

specific reference made to Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) 

designated for barbastelle and Bechstein’s bat, Arun Valley Special 

Protection Area (SPA), Wealden Heaths Phase II SPA, and SPAs 

associated with the Solent.
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3.0 METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Introduction 

This section provides the methodology followed as part of the Biodiversity Net Gain 

Assessment.  

3.2 Desk Study 

The desk study was undertaken to provide information on the assigned strategic 

significance of land within the red line boundary (Paragraph 3.4.3) and to determine 

the baseline date of the assessment (Paragraph 3.2.2). 

3.2.1 Strategic Significance 

The local authority website was consulted most recently on 26th January 2026 for 

information on their Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) (Sussex Nature Recovery, 

2026) or, where no LNRS was available, for details of any alternative documents for 

assigning strategic significance in the interim before a LNRS is published. 

3.2.2 Baseline Date 

Given the requirement of the Environment Act that where operations have taken place 

which would decrease the unit value of the site after 30th January 2020, which are not 

otherwise part of a lawful operation, a review of publicly available aerial photography 

was undertaken to ensure that site conditions appear similar to those before the 30th 

January 2020. A review of historical aerial photography shows that the plot had been 

derelict since before 30th January 2020. 

3.3 Field Survey  

 

3.3.1 Habitat Classification and Condition Assessment 

Areas of existing habitat that make up the on-site baseline and their current condition 

were identified during a field survey undertaken by ECOSA on 8th August 2025.  

The field survey followed UK Habitat Classification (UKHab) Version 2.0 methodology 

(UKHab Ltd, 2023). UKHab is the classification system used (with some minor 

modifications) within DEFRA’s Statutory Biodiversity Metric Calculation Tool.  

The field survey covered all accessible areas of the site within the defined red line 

boundary.  

The UKHab Survey Application, developed using the digital survey platform Coreo was 

used to map habitats in the field, collect the field survey data and photograph the site. 

The condition assessment was based on the criteria within the Statutory Biodiversity 

Metric Condition Assessments (DEFRA, 2024a). Some habitat types (for example most 
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agricultural habitats and hardstanding) are not subject to assessment and are assigned 

default scores by the calculation tool. 

3.3.2 Field Survey Details 

The field survey was carried out by Hugh Turner, Principal Ecologist of ECOSA on 8th 

August 2025. The weather conditions were dry with approximately 5% cloud cover, an 

ambient temperature of 20°C and a light wind. 

During the survey, the surveyor was equipped with 10x40 binoculars, a high powered 

torch and a digital camera. 

3.4 Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment Methods 

The Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment was undertaken using DEFRA’s Statutory 

Biodiversity Metric Calculation Tool (DEFRA, 2024c). 

The calculator provides a score which represents the biodiversity value of each area of 

habitat by applying multipliers, which can have a positive or negative effect on the 

overall score, based on a number of components of biodiversity quality. These 

components are set out in the paragraphs below. 

Once these calculations are completed a pre- and post-development biodiversity value 

of the site is provided, which allows an assessment to be made of the net biodiversity 

losses or gains at the site. 

As standard, the pre-development situation is based on the current ecological baseline 

as recorded during the field survey (see Paragraph 3.3.1). However, the pre-

development situation may be based on a historic ecological baseline if a review of 

aerial imagery indicates that activities have been undertaken at the site on or after the 

30th January 2020 (see Paragraph 0), which would have resulted in the site having a 

lower biodiversity value than otherwise would have been achieved (e.g. site clearance). 

In these instances, in accordance with the Environment Act (see Paragraph 2.2.1) the 

biodiversity value should be calculated based on the value of the site prior to the activity 

commencing. 

3.4.1 Pre-Development Assessment 

The site boundary on which this assessment was based was received by ECOSA in 

October 2025 provided by Salutem Shared Services to be submitted as part of the 

planning application. The red line boundary on which the assessment is based is shown 

in Map 1.  

The pre-development biodiversity value of the site is based on the baseline recorded 

in August 2026. 
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3.4.2 Post-Development Assessment 

The post-development biodiversity value of the site is based on information provided 

by Salutem Shared Services with the following plans utilised in order to complete the 

assessment: 

▪ Proposed Phases 1, 2, 3 and 4 Hard and Soft Landscape, produced by Lizard 

Landscape Design and Ecology  (drawing no. drawing no. LLD3660-LAN-DWG-

011, Rev. 00) (Error! Reference source not found.).  

In order to assess post-development habitats the plan was categorised into likely 

UKHab classifications based on the best information available at the time of preparation 

of this report.  

3.4.3 Components of Biodiversity Quality 

Habitat Type 

The field survey followed UK Habitat Classification (UKHab) methodology (UKHab Ltd, 

2023), to classify all habitats on site into specific habitat types. The UKHab 

classification system is used (with some minor modifications) within DEFRA’s Statutory 

Biodiversity Metric Calculation Tool. 

Habitat Area 

Areas of existing, retained and proposed habitats were mapped and measured by 

ECOSA using QGIS. The extents of existing habitats are based on information 

collected during the field survey and using aerial photography and Ordnance Survey 

(OS) mapping resources (Map 2).  

The extents for retained and proposed habitats were based on the Proposed Phases 

1, 2, 3 and 4 Site Layout, produced by Miller Bourne Architects (drawing no. 4908-

MBA-ZZ-ZZ-D-A-0107, Rev. P02) (Error! Reference source not found.).  

This information was subsequently used to generate a Post-Development Habitat Map 

in QGIS (Map 4). Non-linear habitats are measured in hectares while linear features 

are measured by length in kilometres. Therefore, for the purposes of the calculation 

they are addressed separately with separate biodiversity units calculated for linear and 

non-linear features. 

When measuring habitat areas for the purposes of inputting into the metric these 

polygons are combined into a single measurement based on that habitats 

characteristics (i.e. habitat, condition and strategic significance). The polygon numbers 

which are associated with each metric entry are then referenced in the GIS reference 
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number section of the metric to allow cross referencing back to the pre and post-

development habitat maps.  

Habitat Distinctiveness 

The distinctiveness of a habitat represents its relative quality and importance compared 

to other habitat types, based on an assessment of the distinguishing features of a 

habitat, including consideration of species richness, rarity and the degree to which a 

habitat supports species rarely found in other habitats. The Habitat Distinctiveness 

scores are automatically assigned by the calculator in accordance with the assessment 

methodology detailed in the Statutory Biodiversity Metric Draft User Guide (DEFRA, 

2024b).  

Habitat Condition 

The condition of a habitat represents its relative quality judged against the perceived 

ecological optimum state for that particular habitat type. Therefore, habitat condition is 

specific to the habitat type and not comparable between habitat types (unlike Habitat 

Distinctiveness).  

The condition assessment was based on the criteria within the Statutory Biodiversity 

Metric Condition Assessments (DEFRA, 2024a). Some habitat types (for example most 

agricultural habitats and hardstanding) are not subject to assessment and are assigned 

default scores by the calculation tool.  

For proposed habitat creation, retention and enhancement a ‘Target Condition’ is 

assigned, this is the condition that it is proposed the habitat will achieve post-

development and is based on the same criteria as the condition assessment.  

Strategic Significance 

The Strategic Significance multiplier gives additional unit value to habitats that are 

located in preferred locations for biodiversity and other environmental objectives. 

Strategic significance is the local significance of the habitat based on its location and 

habitat type. The strategic significance of an area may change between pre- and post-

development scenarios, where the strategic value of the habitat features has changed 

post-development. For example, newly developed residential units may no longer be 

strategically significant compared to the pre-development situation, whereas a newly 

created ecological corridor or buffer may be deemed as more strategically significant if 

created post-development.  

Where a Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) has been published, this will set out 

the descriptions to allow strategic significance to be assigned. Where no LNRS has yet 

been published, a relevant planning authority should specify alternative documents for 

assigning the strategic significance. Examples include, but not limited to, Local Plans, 
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Tree Strategies, Biodiversity Action Plans, and Green Infrastructure Strategies 

(DEFRA, 2024b).  Where a LNRS has not yet been published, nor documents from the 

Local Planning Authority (LPA) issued, further information from within the DEFRA User 

Guide (DEFRA, 2024b) must be followed. 

There are three categories of strategic significance. 

High (Formally Identified In Local Strategy) 

Where an LNRS has been published, this category can be applied where the habitat in 

question falls within the parameters of the Local Habitat Map as an area with potential 

to deliver the priorities of the LNRS. If this is true, then strategic significance is recorded 

as ‘Low’ in the baseline, and ‘High’ in the post-intervention. 

Where an LNRS has not been published, to allow high strategic significance to be 

assigned, the habitat is mapped and described as locally ecologically important within 

a specific location in the documents supplied by the LPA. If the project delivers the 

actions set out within the document, it can be recorded as ‘High’ in the post-intervention 

scenario. If the LPA document identified existing habitat as locally important, then 

strategic significance can be assigned as ‘High’ in the baseline. 

Medium (Location ecologically desirable but not in local strategy) 

This category cannot be applied where an LNRS has been published. Where the LPA 

have not identified a suitable alternative document, ‘Medium’ significance can only be 

assigned where it can be explained how the habitat type is ecologically important, 

demonstrated that the habitat is important in providing ecological linkage to other 

strategically significant locations, or by using professional judgement. 

Low (Area/compensation not in local strategy/no local strategy) 

Low significance is assigned where the definition for High (in LNRS) or for High or 

Medium (without LNRS) are not met. Within a scheme where there is an LNRS 

available, if the project is a potential area, if it does not deliver the specific actions 

outlined in the LNRS then it must be recorded as ‘Low’.  

3.4.4 Additional Factors for Habitat Creation and Enhancement 

In addition to the above components, several additional multipliers are assigned to 

habitats which are proposed to be created or enhanced post-development. These 

factors take into account the risks associated with attempting to establish new habitats 

and are detailed below. 
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Difficulty Risk 

This is the risk associated with the delivery of biodiversity creation or enhancement due 

to uncertainty in the effectiveness of techniques to create or restore a particular habitat 

type. For some habitat types it is much more difficult to replicate habitat losses because 

of the unique physical and ecological features of the habitat. 

Temporal Risk  

For some habitat types, it can take a long time to achieve the Target Condition (see 

Habitat Condition paragraph above). If there is a significant time lag between initial 

habitat loss and establishing new habitats of adequate condition to compensate for this 

loss, there will be lower levels of biodiversity for this period of time. The temporal risk 

multiplier reflects this temporary reduction in quality. 

In addition, where habitat creation is delayed from the initial impact (for example if a 

landscaping scheme is delivered in the latter stages of a construction program) an 

additional temporal risk is applied to represent the time delay from the loss of 

biodiversity though to creation/enhancement of new habitats.  

Spatial Risk 

Where habitat creation is being undertaken to offset habitat loss as a result of the 

proposals, it is beneficial for such offsetting to be delivered in proximity to the original 

loss, ideally within the site itself, so that the ecosystem services provided by such 

habitat will benefit receptors that are affected by the proposals. Where this is not 

possible, it is considered that locating off-site compensation within the local planning 

authority area or the same National Character Area represents a minimal risk. For 

offsetting delivered further afield a negative multiplier is applied. 

3.4.5 Metric Rules 

The Statutory Biodiversity Metric User Guide (DEFRA, 2024b) sets out four rules that 

must be followed when undertaking a metric calculation. If the calculation does not 

adhere to these rules, a proposal cannot claim a biodiversity net gain (DEFRA, 2024b). 

Rule 1 

Rule 1 states “The trading rules of this biodiversity metric must be followed”. 

Further information on trading rules is provided within the user guide to support this 

rule. 

When undertaking habitat creation it is also necessary to take into account trading 

rules. This means that “trading down” must be avoided. Habitat losses need to be 

compensated for on a “like for like” or “like for better” basis. This means that newly 

created habitats should be similar (for example grassland type habitats being replaced 

by grassland type habitats) and new habitat should aim to achieve either a higher 
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distinctiveness and/or better condition that those which are lost. The only exception 

applies where low distinctiveness habitats are lost these can be offset with different but 

higher distinctiveness habitats. Losses of irreplaceable or very high distinctiveness 

habitat cannot be adequately accounted for through the metric. This should be avoided 

or a bespoke compensation scheme would need to be devised and agreed with the 

relevant authority. 

Rule 2 

Rule 2 states: “Biodiversity unit outputs, for each type of unit, must not be 

summed, traded or converted between types. The requirement to deliver at least 

10% net gain applies to each type of unit.” 

Rule 3 

Rule 3 states: “To accurately apply the biodiversity metric formula, you must use 

the statutory biodiversity metric calculation tool or small sites biodiversity 

metric tool (SSM) for small sites. The tools remove the need for a user to 

manually calculate the change in biodiversity value. The tool will summarise the 

results of the calculation and inform a user whether the biodiversity net gain 

objective has been met.” 

Rule 4 

Rule 4 states: “In exceptional ecological circumstances, deviation from this 

biodiversity metric methodology may be permitted by the relevant planning 

authority.” 

3.4.6 Good Practice Principles 

The Construction Industry Research and Information Association (CIRIA), the Institute 

of Environmental Management and Assessment (IEMA) and CIEEM have developed 

the first UK principles on good practice to achieve Biodiversity Net Gain. These 

principles provide a framework that helps improve the UK’s biodiversity by contributing 

towards strategic priorities to conserve and enhance nature while progressing with 

sustainable development (CIEEM, 2016). The principles are listed in Error! Reference s

ource not found.. This assessment has been undertaken in line with these best practice 

principles. 

3.5 Assumptions and Limitations 

As the proposals will be undertaken in multiple phases, a delay in habitat creation has 

been assumed, with those habitats associated with Phase 1 expected to be created 

one year after the works begin and those associated with Phase 4 expected to be 

created in year four of the project. 
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Four trees will be retained from the  woodland habitats on site. As the statutory metric 

does not allow for individual trees to be retained from woodland habitat, these trees 

have been included in the metric as ‘created’ habitats with an advanced creation time 

of 30+ years. 

A dry ditch is present to the north and west of the site boundary. This ditch has not 

been recorded as continuously holding water for more than four months of year. This 

is based on multiple site visits carried out by ECOSA between 2024 and 2026, including 

site visits carried out in January and based on anecdotal evidence from the school’s 

groundskeepers.
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4.0 BASELINE ECOLOGICAL CONDITIONS 

4.1 Introduction 

This section sets out a summary of the baseline ecological conditions at the site, 

supported by a pre-development habitat map (Map 2) with the full baseline assessment 

and evaluation provided within the accompanying Ecological Impact Assessment 

(ECOSA, 2025). This section then establishes the baseline biodiversity units for the 

site.  

4.2 Important Ecological Features  

Following the completion of the Ecological Impact Assessment the following Important 

Ecological Features were identified: 

▪ Suitability for roosting, foraging, and commuting bats; 

▪ Historic bat roost; 

▪ Suitability for  hazel dormouse, terrestrial great crested newt, European 

hedgehog, and common toad. 

These features have been used to help design the Biodiversity Net Gain solution on 

site and also inform the strategic significance assessment. For full understanding of the 

Important Ecological Features identified within the scheme please refer back to the 

Ecological Impact Assessment (ECOSA, 2026).  

4.3 Baseline Habitats 

 

4.3.1 Baseline Date 

A review of historic aerial imagery as part of the desk study indicates that the land has 

been managed in its current use (derelict) since before January 30th 2020, and there is 

no evidence of activities that would result in a lower biodiversity value at the site since 

this date, therefore the pre-development scenario has been based on the most recent 

field survey. 

4.3.2 Habitat Type  

Baseline habitat types are shown on Map 2. Detailed habitat descriptions, including 

justification for UKHab classification and species lists are provided in the 

accompanying accompanying Ecological Impact Assessment (ECOSA, 2025). 

Habitats on site include modified grassland, other neutral grassland, other woodland; 

broadleaved, other woodland; mixed, rural tree, developed land; sealed surface, vacant 

or derelict land, and line of trees. 
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5.4.4 Strategic Significance 

The site does not fall within any mapped areas that could become of importance for 

biodiversity within the draft LNRS (Sussex Nature Recovery, 2026). Therefore, the 

post-development habitats are not considered strategically significant.  

5.5 Post-Development Biodiversity Units 

The post-development habitat units for the site have been assessed as being 2.16,  

and the hedgerow units as 0.65. The full calculation provided within the accompanying 

statutory biodiversity metric calculation tool 
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6.0 RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS 

6.1 Results 

 

6.1.1 Metric Output 

The baseline biodiversity units are 1.87 habitat units and 0.17 hedgerow units. The 

anticipated post-development biodiversity units are 2.16 habitat units and 0.65 

hedgerow units.   

This represents a net gain of 0.29 habitat units, and 0.48 hedgerow units which is a 

gain of 15.66% habitat units and 289.27% hedgerow units. 

While the required net gains have been achieved on site, the proposals do not satisfy 

the trading rules, due to the woodland habitats lost on site. 

6.1.2 Compliance with Metric Rules and Best Practice Principles 

The metric assessment complies with all metric rules and best practice principles. 

Evidence of this is provided in Appendix 2. 

6.1.3 Implementation 

In order to ensure that the proposed habitat types are established and maintained in 

the condition targeted within the metric, an appropriate plan for implementation of the 

measures set out in this document during the construction phase, as well as a 

management and monitoring plan for a minimum period of 30 years will be provided as 

a condition of any planning consent. 

Given the proportion of the site which is planned to be developed it is anticipated that 

the only way that trading rules could be satisfied would be through offsite offsetting 

measures. This would need to deliver a minimum 1.2 woodland units of at least medium 

distinctiveness in order to meet trading rules. In order to achieve this any offsetting 

would involve the creation of new habitats (for example on areas of modified grassland 

or other such low quality habitats).  

At the time of preparation of this report it is anticipated that the offset will be secured 

as a pre-commencement condition. 

6.2 Conclusion 

Given the findings of this reports the site is able to achieve the minimum 10% 

biodiversity net gain required on site. Further actions will need to be taken for the 

scheme to satisfy the trading rules in accordance with the Environment Act and local 

planning policy, assumed to be the purchasing of off-site credits.   

 



Woodview School, Billingshurst – Biodiversity Net Gain Design Stage Report ECOSA Ltd 
Final Document (Rev. 1) 10th July 2026 
 

 

© This report is the copyright of ECOSA Ltd. 

7.0 REFERENCES 

CIEEM, 2016. Biodiversity Net Gain Good Practice Principles for Development, 

Winchester: CIEEM. 

CIEEM, 2017. Guidelines for Ecological Report Writing. 2nd ed. Winchester: Chartered 

Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management. 

CIEEM, 2021. Biodiversity Net Gain Report and Audit Templates, Winchester: 

Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management. 

DEFRA, 2024a. Statutory Biodiversity Metric Condition Assessments. [Online]  

Available at: 

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishin

g.service.gov.uk%2Fmedia%2F669e5db4fc8e12ac3edb0198%2FStatutory Biodiversi

ty Metric Condition Assessments23.07.24.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK 

[Accessed 30 July 2024]. 

DEFRA, 2024b. The Statutory Biodiversity Metric - User Guide. [Online]  

Available at: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/669e45fba3c2a28abb50d426/The Stat

utory Biodiversity Metric - User Guide 23.07.24 .pdf 

[Accessed 30 July 2024]. 

DEFRA, 2024c. Statutory Biodiversity Metric Calculation Tool. [Online]  

Available at: 

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishin

g.service.gov.uk%2Fmedia%2F669e4670ab418ab055592a23%2FThe Statutory Bio

diversity Metric Calculation Tool -

Macro enabled tool 23.07.2024.xlsm&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK 

[Accessed 29 July 2024]. 

ECOSA, 2024b. Land West of Sapley Lane, Overton - Biodiversity Metric Calculation 

Tool, North Baddesley: ECOSA. 

ECOSA, 2025. Woodview School, Billingshurst - Ecological Impact Assessment , North 

Baddesley: ECOSA. 

ECOSA, 2026. Woodview School - Statutory Metric Calculation , North Baddesley : 

ECOSA. 

ECOSA, 2026. Woodview School, Billingshurst - Ecological Impact Assessment, North 

Baddesley : ECOSA. 



Woodview School, Billingshurst – Biodiversity Net Gain Design Stage Report ECOSA Ltd 
Final Document (Rev. 1) 10th July 2026 
 

 

© This report is the copyright of ECOSA Ltd. 

Natural England, 2023. Statutory Biodiversity Metric Calculation Tool, s.l.: s.n. 

Sussex Nature Recovery, 2026. West Sussex LNRS - Help shape your Local Nature 

Recovery Strategy. [Online]  

Available at: https://yourvoice.westsussex.gov.uk/lnrs-west 

[Accessed 26th January 2026]. 

UKHab Ltd, 2023. UK Habitat Classification Version 2.0. [Online]  

Available at: https://www.ukhab.org 

[Accessed 30 August 2023]. 

 



Woodview School, Billingshurst – Biodiversity Net Gain Design Stage Report ECOSA Ltd 
Final Document (Rev. 1) 10th July 2026 
 

 

© This report is the copyright of ECOSA Ltd. 

Map 1 Site Location Plan 
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Map 2 Baseline Habitats 
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Map 3 Baseline Condition and Distinctiveness 
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Map 4 Habitat Retention
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Map 5 Post-Development Habitats 
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Map 6 Post-Development Condition and Distinctiveness 
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Appendix 1 Site Proposals Plan 
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Group E Score: N/A 

No. of failures: 3 

Number of functional groups where both attributes failed: 0 

Condition Moderate 

 




