
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LAXLEY PENNANT 
 

MARTHAS BARN, WHEATSHEAF ROAD, HENFIELD 
 

Biodiversity Net Gain 
 
 

December 2025 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

eas ltd 
Environmental Assessment Services Ltd 
 





LAXLEY PENNANT   REF: 868a/Brett/LaxleyPennant/BNG 
MARTHAS BARN, HENFIELD 
 

© Environmental Assessment Services Limited  2 
December 2025 

LAXLEY PENNANT 
 

MARTHAS BARN, WHEATSHEAF ROAD, HENFIELD 
 

Biodiversity Net Gain 
 
 

December 2025 
 
 
1. BACKGROUND & METHOD 
 
2. HABITAT ASSESSMENT 
 

2.1 Existing Habitats 
 

2.2 Existing Linear Features 
 

2.3 Proposed Habitats 
 

2.4 Proposed Linear Features 
 
3. RESULTS 

 
3.1 Site as Existing 

 
3.2 Site as Proposed 

 
3.3 Biodiversity Unit Calculations 

 
3.4 Trading Summaries 

 
3.5 Ecological Functionality 

 
3.6 Achieving Biodiversity Net Gain 

 
4. MANAGEMENT AND MONITORING 
 
5. CONCLUSIONS 

 
TABLES:  
  

Table 1: Habitats as Existing (Baseline) 
Table 2: Habitats as Proposed (Planned) 
Table 3: Habitat Unit Change Summary 

 
 
APPENDIX A: Baseline (As Existing) Habitat Map 

As Proposed Habitat Map 
 
APPENDIX B: Condition Sheets  



LAXLEY PENNANT   REF: 868a/Brett/LaxleyPennant/BNG 
MARTHAS BARN, HENFIELD 
 

© Environmental Assessment Services Limited  3 
December 2025 

LAXLEY PENNANT 
 

MARTHAS BARN, WHEATSHEAF ROAD, HENFIELD 
 

Biodiversity Net Gain 
 
 

December 2025 
 
 
1. BACKGROUND & METHOD 
 
1.1 Environmental Assessment Services Ltd have been appointed to carry out a 

Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) assessment for submission to Horsham District 
Council in regard to the proposed redevelopment of land at Mathas Barn, near 
Henfield, West Sussex.  
 

1.2 The site (as existing) comprises a developed plot of land to the south of Wheatsheaf 
Road. It is proposed to erect 3 buildings (D, E and F), reposition building C, provide 
a formal parking and turning area to serve the units and provide access to land to the 
rear.   

 
1.3 This assessment has been prepared generally in accordance with the CIEEM EcIA 

guidelines, as applicable, as recognised by the British Standard on Biodiversity 
BS42020:2013, The Statutory Biodiversity Metric Users Guide (Defra 3 July 2025) 
and The UK Habitat Classification (Version 2). 
 

1.4 The BNG assessment was undertaken as follows: 
 

a) Site survey completed 15 December 2025 to identify all existing habitats, trees 
and linear features on site. 
 

b) Condition assessment of habitats, trees and linear features using the Biodiversity 
Metric Condition Sheets, where appropriate, during the site visit.  

 
c) Review of the proposed development plans to identify proposed habitat types 

and linear features post-development, to quantify habitat areas and linear feature 
lengths, and to make recommendations where ecological enhancements may be 
made within the proposed plans for the site.  

 
d) Calculation of Biodiversity Units for pre- and post-development scenarios, 

following Defra’s Statutory Biodiversity Metric User Guide. 
 

e) Determination of strategic significance of the site through review of the Local 
Plans (Local Nature Recovery Strategy, or other specified alternative 
documents) and statutory and non-statutory sites (EA Magic Map). 
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2. HABITAT ASSESSMENT 
 
The existing habitats are identified on the Baseline (As Existing) Habitat Map 
provided in Appendix A. In accordance with the current guidance, quoted below, the 
habitat has been assessed based on its condition prior to the recent introduction of 
hard cover. Historic aerial imagery has been used, together with an assessment of the 
remaining grassland which has enabled an appropriate condition assessment to be 
undertaken.  
 
Schedule 14 of the Environment Act 2021 states ‘If a person carries out activities on 
land on or after 30 January 2020 otherwise than in accordance with planning 
permission, or any other permission of a kind specified by the Secretary of State by 
regulations, and as a result of the activities the biodiversity value of the onsite habitat 
following these activities is lower on the relevant date than it would otherwise have 
been, the pre-development biodiversity value of the onsite habitat is to be taken to be 
its biodiversity value immediately before the carrying on of the activities’. 
 
A detailed description of the baseline habitats is provided as follows. 
 

2.1 Existing Habitats 
 

2.1.1 Developed Land; Sealed Surface (u1b) 
 
Developed Land is defined as: Soil surface sealed with impervious material as a 
result of urban development and infrastructure construction. 
 
The site, as existing, is dominated by buildings and surfacing used for access and 
parking. The combined area of sealed surface totals 0.249006 ha. This sum excludes 
the newly surfaced area, which was previously modified grassland (see section 2.1.3 
below). 
 
This habitat is not allocated a condition type and is recorded within the metric as 
Condition: N/A – Other. 

 
2.1.2 Bare Ground 

 
Bare Ground is defined as: Any type of bare soil or other unvegetated substrate.  
 
The area to the front (north) of the site between the hardstanding on site and the 
adjacent road is unvegetated. The total area of bare ground within the site is 0.030253 
ha.  
 

2.1.3 Modified Grassland 
 

Modified Grassland is defined as: Species-poor vegetation (<9 species per m2) 
dominated by a few fast-growing grasses on fertile, neutral soils. It is frequently 
characterised by an abundance of Rye-grasses (Lolium spp.) and White Clover 
(Trifolium repens). Most broadleaved species present will be associated with high 
fertility (e.g. creeping thistle, spear thistle, curled dock, broad-leaved dock, common 
nettle, creeping buttercup, greater plantain, white clover and cow parsley).  
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Prior to 30 January 2020 part of the existing hard standing had been grassland. 
Historic mapping has been used to confirm the area of grassland which has been 
mapped. The condition of the grassland has been assessed based on the condition of 
the remaining area of grassland. The condition sheet for the grassland is provided in 
Appendix B.  The grassland passed 4 criteria including the essential criteria giving a 
score of Moderate.  
 
The total area of modified grassland within the redline boundary (prior to 
replacement) was 0.144808 ha.   

 
2.1.4 Vegetated Garden 
 

Vegetated Garden is defined as: Garden that is principally vegetated, for example 
with large areas of grass and flower beds. 
 
There is a small parcel of vegetated garden habitat located adjacent to the eastern 
boundary of the site. The total area of this habitat type is 0.017087 ha.  

 
This habitat is not allocated a condition type and is recorded within the metric as 
Condition: N/A – Other. 

 
2.1.5 Individual Trees 

 
There are two individual mature oak trees located to the west of the site entrance and 
six closely planted small conifers to the south of the vegetated garden area within the 
site. The condition sheets for these trees is provided in Appendix B.   
 
The table below lists all trees within the site which could be impacted by the proposed 
development where appropriate protection measures are not implemented during the 
redevelopment of the site.  
 
Tree Table 
Tree 
No. 

Species Size, mm Metric 
area (ha) 

Condition Units 

T1 Oak Large 0.0366 Good 0.44 
T2 Oak Medium 0.0163 Moderate 0.13 
T3 Conifer Small 0.0041 Moderate 0.03 
T4 Conifer Small 0.0041 Moderate 0.03 
T5 Conifer Small 0.0041 Moderate 0.03 
T6 Conifer Small 0.0041 Moderate 0.03 
T7 Conifer Small 0.0041 Moderate 0.03 
T8 Conifer Small 0.0041 Moderate 0.03 

Size:  Small 75-300 mm (0.0041ha), Medium 300-600 mm (0.0163 ha),  
Large 600-900 mm (0.0366 ha), Very Large 900 mm + (0.0765) 

 
 
2.2 Existing Linear Features 

 
There are no linear features associated with the site.  
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2.3 Proposed Habitats 
 
This includes all retained and created habitats on site calculated based on the 
proposed site layout prepared by Brett Inc, drawing number 1891.1/02 (November 
2025). The As Proposed Habitat Map is provided in Appendix A.  
 

2.3.1 Developed Land; sealed surface (u1b) 
 
The majority of the site will comprise sealed surface of buildings, access and parking 
post development.  
 
The total post developed area of sealed surface will be 0.406987 ha.   

 
2.3.2 Shrub Planting 

 
Planting is to include a mix of shrubs suited to the planting location. The total area 
of shrub planting will be 0.009815 ha.  
 
Condition assessment for this type of habitat is not required in accordance with the 
metric.  
 

2.3.3 Vegetated Garden 
 

The parcel of vegetated garden habitat located adjacent to the eastern boundary of 
the site is to be retained as existing.  

 
2.3.4 Individual Trees 

 
There are two mature oak trees located to the west of the site entrance and the six 
closely planted conifers to the south of the vegetated garden area are to be retained 
and protected as existing.  

 
2.4 Proposed Linear Features 

 
There are no proposed linear features.  

 
 
3. RESULTS 

 
3.1 Site as Existing 

 
3.1.1 As existing, the site comprises four habitat types plus individual trees. The area of 

each habitat type has been calculated, its condition assessed (where indicated) and 
other factors applied. This information has been inputted into the metric calculator 
and the habitat units have been calculated. The results are given in Table 1 below. 
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5. CONCLUSIONS 
 
5.1 The biodiversity net gain assessment has been conducted using the Statutory 

Biodiversity Metric and associated technical documents and guidance and has 
utilised UKHab definitions. The site was visited on 15 December 2025 and all 
habitats (and linear features) were recorded and an assessment of condition was made 
where appropriate. 
 

5.2 The redevelopment of the site, as proposed, will result in a net loss of 0.91 habitat 
units. In order to deliver 10 % net gain under the current scheme it will be necessary 
to secure 1.08 habitat units from an off site source, included within that total the 0.91 
units of low distinctiveness habitat.  

 
5.3 The proposed development will result in the loss of modified grassland, a low 

distinctiveness habitat, which has already been cleared and laid to hard cover. The 
key ecological features of the site are limited to the oak trees (x2) located to the west 
of the site entrance. These features are to be retained and protected, together with the 
six conifers located along the southern edge of the vegetated garden habitat within 
the site, which is also to be retained.  
 

5.4 The proposed redevelopment of the site is not considered likely to have any 
significant ecological impact. Through the purchase of off site units, 10% net gain 
may be achieved.  

 
 

       
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