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managed by HDC and a team of volunteers. We are currently facing a climate crisis which can 
only be exacerbated by the loss of green space between our towns and villages. Horsham is 
currently being extended at an unsustainable rate, with its boundaries becoming ever wider 
and stretching towards the surrounding towns, such as Crawley, and villages. The Triangle 
may only be a small field, but if it too succumbs to the current trend for building on green 
space, it pushes the Horsham boundary ever further outwards.  
I have lived in Horsham for 50 years, and have seen its centripetal spread into the 
countryside, with the resulting loss of wildlife habitat.  
For the past 22 years I have walked around this field almost daily (and for the most part 
through the field, until the permissive footpath was cut off by the previous owner), and have 
enjoyed the birdsong and insect noise as I have walked by. The current owner wasted no time 
in removing the hedgerows, and the resulting silence speaks volumes.  
It is highly likely that, given the assessments of dormouse numbers on the rest of the 
Chesworth site, dormice were present within the hedgerows surrounding the Triangle. The 
dormouse is a protected species under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, and is a UK 
priority species under the post-2010 Biodiversity Framework, as well as being a European 
Protected Species under Annex IV of the European Habitats Directive. Its numbers have 
dropped by 52% between 2009 and 2018. It is imperative that we do everything we can to 
prevent further decline of this species. If an area is thought to contain dormouse populations, 
then it should be thoroughly checked before any building is allowed. Of course, the fact that 
the new owner of the Triangle has already removed all dormouse nesting sites means that we 
are now unable to quantify populations in this field. However, wildlife has no respect for 
human-created boundaries so the presence of dormice in hedgerows surrounding adjacent 
fields gives a fair idea of their presence in the Triangle before the hedges were removed.  
Historically this site has been designated as important in the local Horsham environment 
1996: Muggeridge Field + Triangle proposed for inclusion in the Local Plan; this was later 
deleted after Inspector Stephen Fox ruled the site should remain outside the built-up boundary 
to protect Horsham's rural edge.  
2011: Muggeridge Field application for 70 homes rejected. A Phase 1 habitat survey by 
WSCC identified a good to moderate potential for dormice in the dense scrubs on the western 
and northern boundaries on the Triangle. As already mentioned, these hedges were taken out 
by the applicant before he submitted the planning application. 
Neighbourhood Plan: early draft referenced "HB27" (Triangle + Muggeridge Field) as a 
possible aspirational site but this was removed before the referendum. 
Neighbourhood Plan: Policy HB10 sets out green and blue infrastructure policy including that 
there should be "sufficient funding to support at least 30 years of post- 
development habitat management or land use change". 
Chesworth Farm and surrounding area, including the Triangle and Muggeridge Field has 
Local Wildlife status. 
We must stop removing wildlife corridors and reducing the size of green spaces before it is too 
late.  
Whilst not directly relevant to the case here, I would like to refer you to the issue of invasive 
American mink decimating our native water vole populations from the 1950s onwards. In this 
case, there is strong evidence to suggest that the mink would have had far less adverse 
impact on the water voles had the vole populations not already been fragmented by human 
interference on our waterways. This is a strong reminder of how fragile ecosystems are, and 
how easily affected by fragmentation.  
The current Labour government have subjected us to the Infrastructure and Planning Bill, 
which reduces the rights of citizens to object to building on green spaces. This is a disgusting 
intrusion on our civil rights, an attempt to reduce all objections to the loss of green space as 
"NIMBYism", and is a bill which was robustly fought by British wildlife and environmental 
charities, and by the House of Lords. We must not allow a government who we in this region 
have not elected to reduce all of our green space to nothing.  
If you do allow this development to go ahead, then you must ensure that the 10% biodiversity 
net gain is achieved, and that 10% gain must not be from a starting point of what is in the field 
now, in 2026, after the owner has removed all of the hedgerows, but from a starting point of 
how the field was before he removed all wildlife habitats.  
One more point that I must make here, which is maybe more emotive is, how do you feel 
when you hear that another playing-field sized area of the Amazon rainforest has been 
destroyed? I suspect that you, like me, are devastated at the loss of habitat and the potential 
extinction of multiple species that looms nearer. Yet how can we possibly object to this when 
we are allowing the same thing to happen unchecked in our own country? Do we really need 
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In short, please, please do not allow this plan to go ahead. This is a small field which, in the 
grand scheme of things, has little use for housing but a great deal of importance for local 
wildlife, drainage, human mental health, and maintenance of town boundaries. We must not 
allow Labour's build, build, build policy dictate what we do with our town, and we must not 
allow rich land-owners to push us into being too scared to object to plans which are to the 
detriment of us all. 

 
Kind regards  
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Email: planning@horsham.gov.uk
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