


2

Construction traffic will add to this pressure, creating congestion and posing a serious safety 
risk, particularly to children attending the nearby village school. 
2. Loss of Green Space 
This development would result in the permanent loss of valuable green space, which is 
important for the character of Barns Green, local biodiversity, and residents' wellbeing. Once 
lost, this land cannot be replaced. 
3. Pollution and Climate Impact 
The proposal contradicts Horsham District Council's net-zero ambitions. More housing without 
adequate public transport will inevitably mean more cars on the road, increasing air pollution 
and carbon emissions. Construction dust and vehicle emissions will negatively impact air 
quality, particularly affecting children's health at the nearby school. 
4. Impact on Children and Education Provision 
The area is not safe for additional housing without proper infrastructure. There are already 
insufficient secondary school places.  

 
This development would place further pressure on an already overwhelmed system. 
5. Lack of Healthcare Infrastructure 
There is insufficient healthcare capacity to support additional housing. GP surgeries are 
already under pressure, and local hospitals are struggling. East Surrey Hospital, which serves 
this area, is the smallest hospital for the population it covers and is already overstretched. 
Recently, a corridor had to be converted into a ward to accommodate extra patients. 
Healthcare staff have openly raised concerns that new housing is being approved without 
corresponding investment in health services, creating serious implications for patient care, 
health, and safety. 
6. Flooding and Drainage Issues 
The area already suffers from regular flooding. Removing green land that naturally absorbs 
water will increase surface water runoff, leading to more flooding on local roads and 
surrounding areas. This poses risks to both property and public safety. 
7. Water Neutrality Concerns 
Southern Water has already flagged that there is insufficient water supply in the area. Local 
reservoirs cannot support further demand, and the development fails to adequately address 
water neutrality requirements. 
8. Lack of Public Transport 
Public transport options in Barns Green are extremely limited. Bus services are infrequent or 
non-existent, meaning residents would be entirely reliant on cars. This further exacerbates 
traffic, pollution, and sustainability concerns. 
Conclusion 
This development is unsustainable, unsafe, and unsupported by the necessary infrastructure. It 
would negatively impact road safety, healthcare, education, the environment, and residents' 
quality of life. For these reasons, I strongly urge Horsham District Council to refuse planning 
permission. 
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