
Lake Investments Ltd - Stonehouse and Jackson Farms Development: Community 
Engagement Overview 

Background: 

Lake Investments Ltd purchased Stonehouse and Jackson Farm on 7th December 2023. The 
property has a complex history and has attracted significant local interest due to ongoing 
activities and potential future developments. 

Community and Parish Council Engagement: 

At the time of our oƯer to purchase, we contacted Mr. Peter Knox, the parish council clerk, via 
email to introduce ourselves and outline our intentions, along with an associated timeline (see 
Document A). Upon completing the purchase, we sent a letter to all neighbouring properties 
introducing ourselves as the point of contact and detailing our intentions and timeline for the 
property (see Document B). 

Since taking ownership, we have maintained regular communication with the parish council 
and neighbours, actively encouraging them to reach out with any concerns. We ensure prompt 
responses and attend all relevant parish council meetings. We have held three public planning 
presentations, which allowed the parish council and wider community to oƯer feedback at each 
stage. 

Community Engagement Highlights: 

 Initial Contact with Parish Council and Neighbours: 

o Initial email and introduction to the parish council clerk, Mr. Peter Knox (Dec 
2023) 

o Distribution of a letter to neighbours introducing ourselves and providing 
information on our intentions (Document B) 

o Ongoing open communication and attendance at parish council meetings 

 Public Planning Presentations: Three open planning presentations have been held to 
provide an opportunity for feedback and dialogue. 

Public Open Day Presentations: 

1. Initial Planning Presentation and Site Open Day - 27th April 2024: 

 Location: Stonehouse Farm 

 Attendees: 74 (including parish councillors and district member) 

 Advertising:  

o Advertised via Handcross Village Residents Facebook Group  

o Leaflets distributed to residents on Handcross Road, Hammerpond Road, and 
Church Lane (see Document C) 

o Copies emailed to known neighbours and parish council for wider distribution 
(see Document D) 

 Agenda:  



o Meeting Duration: 3 hours 

o Presentation: Drone and CGI-based video detailing the company’s background 
and intentions (https://vimeo.com/1058160693?share=copy#t=0) 

o Site Master Plan: Hard copies available for attendees (see Document E) 

o Discussion Points:  

 Proposal to adapt the existing AD plant to produce green energy through 
a joint venture 

 Use of the livestock building for bagging organic fertilizer from anaerobic 
digestion 

 Feedback: A unanimous request to eliminate the AD plant. We 
committed to exploring alternative uses and planned a follow-up 
meeting. 

2. Second Open Day Presentation - 9th November 2024: 

 Location: Lower Beeding Village Hall 

 Attendees: 68 (including parish councillors and district member) 

 Advertising:  

o Advertised via Handcross Village Residents Facebook Group (see Document F) 

o Leaflets distributed to residents on Handcross Road, Hammerpond Road, and 
Church Lane (see Document G) 

o Copies emailed to known neighbours and parish council for wider distribution 
(see Document H) 

 Agenda:  

o Meeting Duration: 3 hours 

o Presentation: Updated drone and CGI-based video, detailing the latest 
company intentions (same as above) 

o Site Master Plan: Hard copies available for attendees (see Document E) 

o Discussion Points:  

 Report on the identified alternative use for the AD plant, which received 
broad support 

 Neighbour request for individual meetings with those most aƯected to 
address their concerns 

 Commitment to hold a further public meeting once detailed proposals 
for the residential development at Jackson Ridge are available 

3. Third Open Day Presentation - 15th February 2025: 

 Location: Lower Beeding Village Hall 



 Attendees: 60 

 Advertising:  

o Advertised via Handcross Village Residents Facebook Group (see Document I) 

o Leaflets distributed to residents on Handcross Road, Hammerpond Road, and 
Church Lane (see Document J) 

o Copies emailed to known neighbours and parish council for wider distribution 
(see Document K) 

 Agenda:  

o Meeting Duration: 3 hours 

o Presentation: Latest drone and CGI video detailing company background and 
updated intentions (https://vimeo.com/1054450536) 

o Site Master Plan: Hard copies available for attendees (see Document L) 

o Discussion Points:  

 Presentation of final details for residential units 

 Significant majority of attendees expressed support for the revised 
proposals 

Individual Neighbour Meetings: 

Between the second and third public planning presentations, Director Lee Goossens held 
several one-on-one meetings with neighbours who expressed concerns. These discussions 
allowed us to refine our plans and address individual concerns directly. We understand that 
support letters from these neighbours, reflecting their concerns and the steps taken to address 
them, are likely to be submitted as part of the application process. 

Ongoing Engagement: 

We continue to maintain open lines of communication with all neighbours and the parish 
council, actively encouraging feedback and addressing any concerns. We also operate an open 
site policy, inviting community members to visit the property and discuss any issues. 

Additionally, the drone and CGI video, which provides a comprehensive overview of the 
proposal, is publicly available on our website. We actively promote this video to ensure all 
stakeholders are well-informed. 

We have made full copies of the final application available to all neighbours and continue to 
invite further dialogue and feedback. 
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