From: Laura Downs <Laura.Downs@naturespaceuk.com>

Sent: 05 August 2026 16:17:00 UTC+01:00
To: "Planning" <planning@horsham.gov.uk>
Subject: Fw: DC/26/0696 | Land North West of The Hermitage Tower Hill Horsham West
Sussex
Categories: Consultations
]

Please see below.
Best wishes,

Laura Downs (she/her)
District Licensing Officer (Great Crested Newts) — West Sussex

NatureSpace Partnership

e: Laura.Downs@naturespaceuk.com

m: 07356 159774

w: www.naturespaceuk.com

Company operating hours: Monday to Thursday 09:00 - 17:00
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From: Laura Downs <Laura.Downs@naturespaceuk.com>

Sent: Wednesday, August 05, 2026 16:15

To: Sophie.Moore <sophie.moore@horsham.gov.uk>

Subject: DC/26/0696 | Land North West of The Hermitage Tower Hill Horsham West Sussex

Good afternoon Sophie,


mailto:Laura.Downs@naturespaceuk.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/5GQcCj8B4Cl6DMpcRhAjhmO0tW?domain=naturespaceuk.com/
https://report.mimecastcybergraph.com/?magiclink=https%3A%2F%2Fapi.services.mimecast.com%2Foauth2%2Fauthorize%3Fresponse_type%3Dcode%26client_id%3Do20nRkVXf7VUVnANkXhoOwGytEwGN0YAlyeDJn7oBTGNl2kN%26state%3DeyJhbGciOiJSU0EtT0FFUC0yNTYiLCJlbmMiOiJBMjU2R0NNIn0.JDJFiUhyR-eEJ6x59Op3z594ZaJ8jsz0aau3Doj7yVHaCXPCeZx3RUtztFa9iRAUR6_y5rklS7XIW2KP87W7aweJkbFAwqwlmZGw2NdsxiErck-Wsy2ao4DEafNx-lJrl4kycH5T5TLleTdkOmmaBYG2OfrpwggK68Pa8G4yudLBLPtnzxXaxNcK8Alzt4Q3TeB3xeXODC7Y_yn-dE0M4VvVSpnb7l-GYmChxJwmrXXdSWKt4A8OYYjAMCVBAN7-SGLIDO_dMbiMB8DfsyEG2plRWCM2jmfQrfP_NIot3xzBILnZbhZqVnggd8az0YFBnPjRMllujJvyNM_MsDKA7g.d7T22LtcfB4XAOMQ.NA1RBNQrkC8fOk0K84Wda2RLpc5GdmHApO7Omh-v4kkIbYy7UzF1xzcvLGSqbB7U2A5ohx4p_9k8Y5wgeNDHyRrf5t4lr_qYvbR_xrQCTMPU7PF0JOEBKk7oJbJ6khOtPzNxPcducNk3zpTPc2g5sCtUe1HSs7lBG2IVtRUh4yPDywuIMquBp1ftLshYO6ZPs6hB99ZBYjXkLO_HT2vf9F-JZXqIm4ZGBq7IdavCY9jmtX2yP5SLCjDET8GqfLYiJ6Z-_WHR31xRJyRt2gFKxCd6i5UjHt8qjo7_GqdYXGzgZ0pyjPEq7SMlU54ghk39v3gdHCcByiV2I_-3CshpqlX-_lH5XlhOthHKfq6xm4BZ9uy15HjalLv7RLcf6e85PzgY0ZFQe8LTQ-bKzAJNkAcXhsUqoYbpTpWG5joXYxETgcD1w5uO0ud6tTFm4BlRnVoJoxuFqfBiI8PpJhTLStpUbiIUGwGcqD59u3meGM4EwKPVgSaLdx4ro3u3PbjkPrOj6lygzxB7ACSputCYlusP6MReHj2EqLUWtWJqYRKF2AsCjS4KpmigKiUK7TMSuZIS0OFIxd1iUN3vKos3z64qZvDLAfc7Y3nwbb43TauslpnYgjng7hf3IRHlZHQNILAdavd02NV85th3mt-no397p69wtiGRkdTJoLo9AHoupt3YyBjsAlpQRNz_nFcQnUyXV_f0lW1gCu-TUY3Og7rSIdDT1wTy-SoaqnvtZAoXxEz_JaI0qF9heETWVJkha1kFbcCpJBCyCjCDo2aqiP5vk3J7jax2CvNdI-7xYx8_WqSAaHvfBry26O7gy4QioFBAMpG_d1Pq8HSIToTCZHCBJbkrwNu5cOdlBkba34xN49Rwjis.YKF_wVOhoXnQY7EZgbFeeQ%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Freport.mimecastcybergraph.com%2Fcallback
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/5GQcCj8B4Cl6DMpcRhAjhmO0tW?domain=naturespaceuk.com/
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/kb1PCk7g4fYLA6mhQinYhGnHBk?domain=app.certifiedcarbon.com
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/ZFXuCl704fO9m5ghqsMJhzOIPH?domain=linkedin.com/

Thank you for reconsulting us on the above application. The applicant has now provided an
updated PEA (Preliminary Ecological Appraisal and BNG Baseline Report- update, Land North of
Parthings Lane, Horsham, Leith Ecology Consulting, July 2026), which states that:

e "On site terrestrial habitat lies within dispersal range of a pond approximately 50m
north of the site boundary. This pond was dry at the time of the July 2025 walkover but
was subsequently found to hold water. It was therefore samples for GCN eDNA on the
29 June 2026..."

e "A negative eDNA result, with valid degradation and inhibition controls, is treated under
the WC1067 protocol as evidence of GCN absence from that waterbody at the time of
sampling”

e "As a standard precaution, and because eDNA results reflect a single sampling season,
reasonable avoidance measures (see Mitigation Hierarchy) should still be followed
during any vegetation clearance or ground-breaking works."

Due to the scale of this development and the mostly unsuitable habitat to be impacted by
proposals, we would agree that in light of a negative eDNA result, a precautionary working
methods statement is likely to be the most proportional approach. Whilst some more general
measures have been included within the above report, we would recommend that a full and
GCN specific PWMS is prepared by a suitably qualified ecologist due to the presence of
unsurveyed ponds within the landscape. It should include steps to be taken should GCN be
encountered on site and should either be submitted to the LPA for approval prior to
determination or secured via a pre-commencement condition.

Best wishes,

Laura Downs (she/her)
District Licensing Officer (Great Crested Newts) — West Sussex

NatureSpace Partnership

e: Laura.Downs@naturespaceuk.com

m: 07356 159774

w: www.naturespaceuk.com

Company operating hours: Monday to Thursday 09:00 - 17:00
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