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What are they and how are they 
recognised?
Mink are an introduced species that affect native wildlife and are 

controlled by law. However, mink and their dens and droppings 

may be confused with those of other species such as otters, pine 

martens and badgers, which are strictly protected in the UK.

Mink have a slender body with a long tail and short legs. They 

are similar in size to a ferret or a small cat and have a glossy, 

dark brown to silver coat with white throat patches.

Droppings are left in conspicuous places such as large 

boulders, tree stumps and close to dens. They are long and thin 

(up to 80 mm), tightly twisted and smell strongly rancid.

Where are they found?
Mink live near fresh water that has dense vegetation cover 

lakes. They usually have several dens within a territory in 

places such as hollow trees and logs, tree root cavities, rabbit 

burrows and rock crevices. The dens are lined with fur, feathers 

and vegetation.

When are they found?
Mink are nocturnal but can also be seen during the day and are 

active all year round.

What should be done if one is 
found?
If a mink is captured, it is illegal to deliberately or accidentally 

re-release it. It should be humanely killed.

Mink, like all wild mammals, are protected against cruelty. 

Individuals captured must be humanely killed. If a den containing 

young mink is found, they must be humanely killed. Killing 

Dens or holes found on site may be used by protected 

species such as badger, water vole, otter or pine marten. 

Any works disturbing these species or their habitat are illegal 

without a licence.

Toolbox talks: pest species
Mink

If there is any doubt as to whether what has been found is a 
grey squirrel or a red squirrel, stop all works immediately and 
consult an expert. Measures used to control grey squirrels 
will be illegal if they affect any other protected species, for 
example red squirrels or bats. Seek expert advice.
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What are they and how are they 
recognised?
Dormice are small, orange-brown rodents with a white belly and 

a furry tail. Their body is about 60 mm to 90 mm long plus tail. 

They have large black eyes and round ears. The fat (or ‘edible’) 

dormouse is an introduced species found in southern and 

central England. It is grey and larger in size. Always consult an 

This toolbox talk deals with the dormouse, or more correctly the 

hazel dormouse, only.

Where are they found?
Dormice typically live in well-established, broad-leaved 

woodland and thick hedges where there is plenty of ground 

cover. However, they are also now being found in other types 

of woodland, for example coniferous woodland, and in scrub. 

Dormice are nocturnal, spend most of their time above ground 

in trees and shrubs and live in very low numbers, so sightings 

are rare. It is more likely that signs, including nests and nibbled 

hazelnuts, are seen than the animals themselves.

Nests are up to 150 mm wide, round and woven out of grasses 

and leaves. They may be found within scrub and trees, in 

hedgerows and tree holes, and sometimes in buildings. Winter 

hibernation nests are often at ground level under leaf litter, 

wood-piles or rocks.

When are they found?
Dormice are only active between May and early October, but 

nests may be found all year round.

Toolbox talks: protected species
Hazel dormice

Penalties


