
From:                                 Planning@horsham.gov.uk <Planning@horsham.gov.uk>
Sent:                                  16 March 2026 15:43:06 UTC+00:00
To:                                      "Planning" <planning@horsham.gov.uk>
Subject:                             Comments for Planning Application DC/26/0366
Categories:                       Comments Received

Comments summary

Dear Sir/Madam,

Planning Application comments have been made. A summary of the comments is provided 
below.

Comments were submitted at 16/03/2026 3:43 PM. 

Application Summary
Address: Land North West of Southwater 

Proposal:

Outline planning application, with all matters reserved (except for 
primary access to the highway) for a phased development 
comprising: the demolition of existing buildings and the 
construction of residential dwellings (including affordable housing) 
(Use Classes C2 and C3); a mixed-use neighbourhood centre 
(Use Classes E and F); education facilities (Use Class F1(a)); 
business and employment floorspace (Use Classes B2, B8 and 
E(g)); redevelopment of existing agricultural buildings including 
construction of a building for community use (Use Classes E and 
F2); improvements to public rights of way; sports pitches; gypsy 
and traveller pitches/plots; public open space; landscaping, and 
associated infrastructure. 

Case Officer: Matthew Porter 

Click for further information

Customer Details
Address: 4 Courtlands Southwater Horsham

Comments Details
Commenter Type: Consultee

Stance: Customer objects to the Planning Application

Reasons for comment: - Overdevelopment 

https://public-access.horsham.gov.uk/public-access//centralDistribution.do?caseType=Application&keyVal=TB4IRIIJI1B00


Comments: I am objecting to the Berkeley Homes proposal to build 1,000 
homes northwest of Southwater on 
the grounds that NHS and healthcare infrastructure is already 
overwhelmed, and no plan exists to 
expand it. 
Anyone who lives in Southwater knows how hard it is to get a GP 
appointment. The surgeries 
serving the village are already under serious pressure from the 
population that is already here - 
let alone the 1,150 new homes already approved and under 
construction. The situation is not 
simply one of physical capacity: the local surgery appears to have 
room to accommodate 
additional GPs but is currently unable to recruit them. Approving 
1,000 more homes does nothing 
to solve a staffing crisis that the NHS itself has not been able to 
resolve. Access to NHS dentistry 
in the area is also severely constrained, with many residents 
unable to register with any NHS 
dentist at all. 
Southwater is also geographically isolated from the main 
hospitals. As a result, ambulance 
response times for our area are among the worst in the whole of 
Sussex. Adding over 2,000 more 
homes will put even greater pressure on emergency response 
capacity. 
NHS England has not confirmed that primary healthcare capacity 
exists or can be funded to serve 
the additional population from Berkeley Homes' proposal. There is 
no costed, legally secured plan 
for a new GP surgery or expansion of existing facilities. 'We will 
work with the NHS to address this' 
is not a plan - it is a hope. 
Previous large Southwater developments came with promises of 
community infrastructure that did 
not materialise on time, or at all. Residents have already been let 
down once. Approving 1,000 
more homes based on promises is not acceptable. 
I ask that the Berkeley Homes 1,000-home proposal be refused 
until NHS England has 
formally confirmed that funded, deliverable primary healthcare 
provision exists to serve 
the combined population increase from all committed Southwater 
developments.

Kind regards 
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