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1 Introduction 

1.1 Site Description 

Broomers Hill Business Park is an industrial estate located off Broomers Hill Lane, to the north of 
Codmore Hill, in the County of West Sussex at postcode RH20 2RY.  

The overall estate contains commercial buildings, hard standing, grassland, scrub/ruderal 
vegetation, trees, a ditch and a pond.  

The land that is the focus of this report (area B - the ‘site’) is around 0.5 hectares in size, centred 
on Ordnance Survey (OS) grid reference TQ 0595 2041, located to the south-east of the access 
road/commercial buildings and comprised of hard standing used for car parking, bare ground, 
ruderal vegetation, trees and a ditch. 

The land surrounding the site is rural in character, containing a relatively low density of residential 
and commercial properties, along with roads, a railway line, agricultural fields, scattered trees, 
woodland and water bodies.  

The site and surrounding area are illustrated in aerial images provided in Appendix 1 and a site 
location plan is provided in Appendix 2. 

1.2 Background 

GreenLink Ecology Ltd. has been undertaking ecological and protected species survey work for 
this site and adjacent land since 2018. 

The proposed development site has consistently contained hard standing, neutral grassland, 
scrub/ruderal vegetation, scattered/boundary trees and a ditch, although partial site clearance 
took place in late February/early March 2026 to facilitate the reptile mitigation strategy (details in 
a subsequent section), removing the neutral grassland and some of the scrub/ruderal vegetation 
and trees, whilst retaining boundary vegetation/trees. 

The results of the protected species survey work conducted during 2018 and 2025 are also 
consistent, as follows: 

• Bats 
o During the activity/automated survey conducted in May-June 2018 and May-July 

2025, the only species of bat recorded as being present were common pipistrelle 
(Pipistrellus pipistrellus), noctule (Nyctalus noctula), soprano pipistrelle 
(Pipistrellus pygmaeus) and brown long-eared (Plecotus auritus). Overall, the level 
of activity recorded during the survey was found to be relatively low and generally 
restricted to bats commuting across the site in a west-east direction and foraging 
around the scrub/line of poplars on the eastern boundary. 

• Great crested newt (Triturus cristatus) 

o The result of the May 2018 and June 2025 environmental DNA (eDNA) laboratory 
test of water samples taken from a pond to the north of the site (circa 70 metres 
from the proposed development site at OS grid ref: TQ 0591 2055) during the 
optimal seasonal period was negative, i.e. the species was not present in this pond 
and it is therefore considered that great crested newt is most likely absent from 
the site and immediate area. 
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• Hazel dormouse (Muscardinus avellanarius) 

o The results of the survey that was undertaken during April-September 2018 and 
June-November 2025 were negative. There were no actual dormice or dormouse 
nests recorded as present and it is therefore considered that hazel dormouse is 
most likely absent from the site and immediate area.  

• Reptiles 

o The results of the reptile survey that was conducted during May 2018 and June-
September 2025 indicate that the proposed development site supports very low 
numbers (small-sized population) of common lizard (Zootoca vivipara), grass snake 
(Natrix helvetica) and slow worm (Anguis fragilis), which are associated with the 
eastern part of the site only (i.e. in proximity to the railway line boundary). 

1.3 Planning Status 

Planning permission ref: DC/13/1048 was granted by Horsham District Council, the Local Planning 
Authority (LPA), in 2013, for a proposed development of 10 no. 81/88 units with 55 parking spaces, 
2 disabled spaces & 10 LGV parking spaces and outline consent for a further 81/88 unit with 10 car 
parking spaces. 

A Section 73 application is now being submitted to vary conditions related to area B of planning 
permission ref: DC/13/1048. The proposed changes seek to combine the previously consented two 
blocks into one single block with associated updates to approved infrastructure, landscape and 
associated plans. 

It is understood that a Certificate of Lawful Development (DC/25/1318) was issued for the site 
confirming that the original application was lawfully implemented and is therefore under 
construction. 

Consultation feedback (pre-application) from the LPA dated 2nd April 2026 specifically mentions 
that there is a need to consider ‘The Mens Special Area of Conservation (SAC) Bat Protocol’, which 
is a planning guidance document designed to protect rare bat species - including barbastelle 
(Barbastella barbastellus) and Bechstein’s bat (Myotis bechsteinii). It requires development 
proposals to assess impacts on, and protect, functional habitats like flightlines and foraging areas. 

1.4 Aims of Study 

To inform the Section 73 application, GreenLink Ecology Ltd. has been commissioned to document 
the ecological and protected species survey work that has been completed for the site and detail 
the mitigation and enhancement measures that have been/will be implemented for the site. 
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2 Methodology 

2.1 Desk Study 

A desk study was undertaken in order to locate existing ecological data held by the Sussex 
Biodiversity Records Centre (SxBRC), relating to any statutory or non-statutory designated sites for 
nature conservation (i.e. sites of international, national, regional/local importance), notable habitats 
and protected/notable species records from within a one kilometre Zone of Influence (ZoI).  

The Geographic Information Systems (GIS) database https://magic.defra.gov.uk/ was also 
interrogated for information relating to internationally designated sites in the wider area, along 
with the presence of habitats listed in the Priority Habitat Inventory (PHI) and granted European 
Protected Species Mitigation (EPSM) licences. 

2.2 PEA Survey 

An initial survey was undertaken on 16th March 2018 by experienced consultant ecologist Marcus 
Fry MCIEEM1 following published guidelines2. The plant species and habitat types present within 
the site were identified and any evidence of, or potential for, protected/notable species and their 
habitats was recorded. On the day of the survey the weather conditions were sunshine with 
scattered cloud and the temperature at midday was around 8°C. 

The site was resurveyed on 28th May 2025 by the same consultant ecologist under optimal climatic 
conditions, to re-establish baseline information about the site’s ecological characteristics. 

2.3 Protected Species Surveys 

2.3.1 Bat Survey 

Since there are no buildings within the proposed development site in which bats can roost and the 
trees to be directly affected by the proposals are all considered to have negligible/low potential 
for roosting bats, the focus of the survey was bat activity, since there are potentially suitable 
commuting/foraging habitats present and The Mens SAC Bat Protocol requires consideration of 
barbastelle and Bechstein’s bat. 

Therefore, to establish what species of bat are present in the area and evaluate the likely 
importance of the site for the local bat population, an automated bat detector (Anabat SD2) was 
installed on an eastern boundary poplar tree during 18th May 2018 and 4th August 2025, to passively 
record bat echolocation calls for a period of one week.  

In addition, a dusk/pre-dawn activity survey was conducted on 28th-29th May and 12th June 2018, 
and 29th May 25th June and 24th August 2025 by experienced Natural England bat licence holders 
Marcus Fry MCIEEM (no. 2015-10955-CLS-CLS) and Rachel Masters (no. 2014-5522-CLS-CLS), in 
accordance with the 20163 and 20234 Bat Conservation Trust’s (BCT) published guidance.  

During the survey visits, observations were made regarding bat activity around the area, and any 
bat ultrasonic echolocation calls that made within range of the bat detectors were recorded and 
later analysed, to determine which species of bat made them.  

 
1 Member of the Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (full) 
2 CIEEM (2017) Guidelines for Preliminary Ecological Appraisal, 2nd edition. Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental 
Management, Winchester. 
3 Collins, J. (ed.) (2016) Bat Surveys for Professional Ecologists: Good Practice Guidelines, Bat Conservation Trust (3rd Edition) 
4 Collins, J. (ed.) (2023) Bat Surveys for Professional Ecologists: Good Practice Guidelines, Bat Conservation Trust (4th Edition) 
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2.3.2 Great Crested Newt Survey 

Potential pond locations (10 no.) within circa 500 metres of the site were identified using aerial/OS 
maps (Figure 1) with the intention of assessing them during a walkover survey. 

Figure 1: 10 no. identified pond locations within circa 500 metres of the site (blue star) 

 

Where accessible, ponds were assessed by experienced Natural England great crested newt 
licence holder Marcus Fry (no. 2015-16857-CLS-CLS) using the Habitat Suitability Index (HSI) 
criteria (Appendix 3), which makes an evaluation of key diagnostic habitat variables5  to establish 
the likelihood of great crested newt presence. 

The pond located circa 70 metres to the north of the proposed development site (P1 – Figures 1 
and 2, OS grid ref: TQ 0591 2055) is owned by the applicant and this was therefore subject to an 
eDNA test during the optimal seasonal period in 2018 and 2025, to establish the presence/absence 
of great crested newt. In accordance with Natural England’s approved protocols6, water samples 
were taken from the shoreline by a Natural England licence holder (2015-16857-CLS-CLS) 
homogenised, placed in ethanol filled tubes and sent to an approved laboratory (SureScreen 
Scientifics) for analysis. 

 
5 ARG UK Advice Note 5: Great Crested Newt Habitat Suitability Index, May 2010 

6 Biggs J, Ewald N, Valentini A, Gaboriaud C, Griffiths RA, Foster J, Wilkinson J, Arnett A, Williams P and Dunn F 2014. Analytical 
and methodological development for improved surveillance of the Great Crested Newt. Appendix 5. Technical advice note for 
field and laboratory sampling of great crested newt (Triturus cristatus) environmental DNA. Freshwater Habitats Trust, Oxford. 
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Although it was attempted to undertake an eDNA test for P1 in 2020, the location was found to 
be predominantly dry, with insufficient standing water to allow for samples to be taken for analysis. 

Figure 2: Illustrating the P1 location in relation to the proposed development site 

 

2.3.3 Hazel Dormouse Survey 

To establish whether hazel dormouse is present within the site and to inform the need for 
mitigation measures, 50 nest tubes were distributed throughout boundary trees/scrub in March 
2018, April 2020 and June 2025, in accordance with Natural England’s published guidelines7.  

The nest tubes were subsequently checked by Natural England dormouse licence holder (no. 2019-
41718-CLS) Jessica Smith ACIEEM8, during six visits between April to September 2018 and June 
to November 2025. 

The number of tubes used and visits conducted on a monthly basis over a six-month period were 
designed to comply with the requirement to meet the minimum ‘score’ of 20, as per the guidelines. 
This is derived from the index of probability (Table 1) of finding the species present during different 
months of the year, in order for the survey to be appropriately rigorous and for the results to be 
considered conclusive.  

 
7 Bright, P, Morris, P. & Mitchell-Jones, T. (2006). The dormouse conservation handbook (second edition). 
8 Member of the Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (associate) 
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Table 1: Index of probability of finding dormouse present 

Month Index of probability (50 tubes/boxes) 

January N/A 
February N/A 
March N/A 
April 1 
May 4 
June 2 
July 2 
August 5 
September 7 
October 2 
November 2 
December N/A 
Total 25 

2.3.4 Reptile Survey 

In accordance with the published guidelines9, 100 artificial refugia composed of a mixture of 
materials (0.5m2 sections of roofing felt and corrugated metal) were distributed during late March 
2018 and early June 2025. These were allowed to become established for two weeks prior to the 
survey visits commencing. 

The refugia and overall site were subsequently checked by an experienced ecologists Jessica Smith 
ACIEEM and Marcus Fry MCIEEM on seven separate occasions for the presence of reptiles, under 
optimal climatic conditions (avoiding inclement weather and periods of peak temperature) during 
May 2018 and June to September 2025.  

 

 
9 Froglife Advice Sheet 10 – Reptile Survey (1999) 
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3 Results 

3.1 Desk Study 

3.1.1 Designated Sites/Notable Habitats 

According to the SxBRC data (Appendix 4), there is only one statutory designated site within one 
kilometre of the site, which is the South Downs National Park, located circa 700 metres to the 
north-west. There are no non-statutory designated sites present within the ZoI. 

According to the Section 41 habitats map (NERC Act 2006) provided by the SxBRC (Appendix 4), 
there are notable habitats in the local area, which include open water, traditional orchards, ancient 
woodland and deciduous woodland, although none of these habitats are actually within, or close 
to the site. 

The GIS database identifies that the following SAC sites are present in the wider area, which have 
relevance for bat species, as discussed in a subsequent section: 

• The Mens SAC is located circa 3.75 kilometres to the north-west of the site. This is an 
extensive area of mature beech woodland rich in lichens, bryophytes, fungi and 
saproxylic invertebrates. Barbastelle is an Annex II species present as a qualifying 
feature, but not a primary reason for site selection. 

• Ebernoe Common SAC is located circa 9.3 kilometres to the north-west of the site. This 
site has an extensive block of beech high forest and former wood-pasture over dense 
holly, and has a very rich epiphytic lichen flora. It represents Atlantic acidophilous beech 
forests in the south-eastern part of the habitat’s UK range. The beech woodland is 
associated with other woodland types, open glades and pools, which contribute to a 
high overall diversity. Barbastelle and Bechstein’s bat are Annex II species present as a 
primary reason for site selection. 

• Singleton and Cocking Tunnels SAC is located circa 18.8 kilometres to the west of the 
site. Barbastelle and Bechstein’s bat are Annex II species present as a qualifying feature, 
but not a primary reason for site selection. 

The GIS database also identifies that there are areas of PHI deciduous woodland present in the 
local area, with the being circa 240 metres to the north-west (Gerrards Rough). 

3.1.2 Species Records 

The majority of the records provided in the SxBRC data (Appendix 5) are for relatively 
common/widespread species of amphibian, plant, invertebrate and mammal, which are protected 
in ways not relevant to the proposed works (e.g. from trade/sale/exploitation) and/or they have 
specialist habitat requirements not supported by the site. 

However, there are also records for protected species of amphibian, mammal and reptile, which 
could potentially be present within or close to the site, as described in a subsequent section.  
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3.2 PEA Survey 

3.2.1 Habitat Description 

Prior to partial habitat clearance, the proposed development site contained hard standing, neutral 
grassland, scrub/ruderal vegetation and scattered trees and a ditch.  

The site’s baseline ecological characteristics did not significantly alter since the original 2018 survey 
work, although the partial habitat clearance works conducted in late February/early March 2026 
has removed the neutral grassland and central scrub areas, resulting in bare ground and sparse 
ruderal vegetation. 

Hard standing is located around the car parking area and this represents an artificial habitat type 
of inherently low ecological value, with no potential for use by protected/notable species. 

The neutral grassland was located in the eastern part of the site and was extensively rabbit-grazed. 
This was a relatively species-poor habitat type, containing annual meadow grass (Poa annua), 
cock’s-foot (Dactylis glomerata), fescue (Festuca sp.), St. John’s wort (Hypericum sp.), creeping 
cinquefoil (Potentilla reptans), ground ivy (Glechoma hederacea), creeping buttercup (Ranunculus 
repens), speedwell (Veronica sp.), common mouse ear (Cerastium fontanum) and common ragwort 
(Senecio jacobaea). This represented a habitat type of relatively low ecological value, although it 
did support low numbers of reptiles and contained potentially suitable breeding bird habitat, as 
discussed in a subsequent section. 

Surrounding the grassland was dense scrub/ruderal vegetation, dominated by blackthorn 
(Sambucus nigra) to the south-west and bramble in other areas, along with thistles (Cirsium spp.), 
willow (Salix spp.), teasel (Dipsacus sp.), common nettle (Urtica dioica), bristly ox-tongue 
(Helminthotheca echioides), bracken (Pteridium aquilinum), hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) and 
willowherb (Chamaenerion angustifolium). This represented a habitat type of relatively low 
ecological value, although it did have the potential for seasonal use by breeding birds and by hazel 
dormouse, as discussed in a subsequent section. 

There are low number of scattered trees present, predominantly close to the site boundaries, 
comprising a mature oak (Quercus robur) to the south-west (retained), along with mature poplars 
(Populus nigra ‘italica’) adjacent to the railway line to the east (retained) and immature silver birch 
(Betulus pendula), goat willow (Salix caprea), cherry (Prunus avium), field maple (Acer campestre) 
and hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) adjacent to the car park area to the north (removed). These 
represent a habitat type of moderate ecological value at site level, which have the potential for use 
by bats and breeding birds, as discussed in a subsequent section. The trees are the subject of a 
report and plans by SJA trees, which makes an evaluation of their arboricultural value. 

There is an off-site pond to the north-west of the overall site, which is considered in a subsequent 
section. This pond has the potential for use by great crested newt during the breeding season and 
the grassland/scrub/ruderal vegetation within the site represent potentially suitable terrestrial 
habitat for this species. 

There is a ditch located close to the site’s southern boundary within dense blackthorn scrub and 
surrounded by bare ground, with no aquatic/marginal plants present, which has been recorded 
both wet and dry during the survey visits. This represents a habitat type of relatively low ecological 
value, with no significant potential for use by protected/notable species, although it is potentially 
suitable for use as a biodiversity corridor. 
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3.3 Protected/Notable Species 

3.3.1 Bat Survey 

According to the SxBRC data (Appendix 5) there are a low number of records for seven species of 
bat from within the ZoI, including barbastelle, serotine (Eptesicus serotinus), Natterer’s bat (Myotis 
nattereri), noctule, common pipistrelle, soprano pipistrelle and brown long eared.  

According to the GIS database, the closest granted EPSM licence for bats (soprano pipistrelle, non-
breeding, 2016) is from a location circa 2.2 kilometres to the south-west. 

As detailed in the Pulborough Neighbourhood Development Plan 2019-2031, which is informed 
by a Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA), The Mens SAC represents a barbastelle maternity 
woodland and there are flightlines that radiate out from this location, including one in relatively 
close proximity to the proposed development site (Figure 3), which appears to link a hibernation 
site to a maternity woodland. Bechstein's bats forage exclusively in the woodland and do not utilise 
external flightlines in the same way as barbastelle. 

Figure 3: Barbastelle maternity woods key flightlines (blue star centred on the site) 
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Since the proposed works required trees to be removed, which could affect roosting bats, these 
were assessed by Natural England licence holder Marcus Fry MCIEEM (registration no. 2015-
10955-CLS) in 2018, 2020 and 2025 and categorised (to align with British Standard (BS) 8596:2015 
“Surveying for Bats in Trees and Woodland”) in accordance with the BCT published guidance: 

• Negligible potential – Unlikely to be used by roosting bats. 

• Low potential – A tree of sufficient size and age to contain potential roost features but 
with none seen from the ground or features seen with only limited roosting potential 

• Moderate potential – A tree with one or more potential roost sites that could be used 
by bats due to their size, shelter, protection, conditions and surrounding habitat but 
unlikely to support a roost of high conservation significance. 

• High potential – A tree with one or more potential roost sites that are obviously suitable 
for use by larger numbers of bats on a more regular basis and potentially for longer 
periods of time due to their size, shelter, protection, conditions and surrounding 
habitat. 

In summary, there was no evidence of bats recorded in association with any of the trees and the 
majority are considered to have negligible potential for roosting bats on the basis of their 
immaturity, with the exception of the mature oak (identified as T4 in the SJA report and plans), 
which has been categorised as having low potential on the basis of maturity and is being retained. 

However, the scrub and trees represent potentially suitable commuting/foraging habitats for use 
by the local bat population, which may include species of international importance (i.e. barbastelle 
and Bechstein’s bat). 

There were no echolocation calls recorded during the 2018 and 2025 automated surveys that had 
characteristics associated with either barbastelle or Bechstein’s bat, with all of the identifiable 
records being for species that are relatively common/widespread, including common pipistrelle (P 
pip), soprano pipistrelle (P pyg), noctule (N noc) and brown long-eared (P aur).  

Table 2: Details of the 2018 automated survey 
Date 18/05/18 19/05/18 20/05/18 21/05/18 22/05/18 23/05/18 24/05/18 
Weather Cloudy Overcast Cloudy Clear Clear Cloudy Cloudy 
Beaufort 0 2 0 1 2 1 2 
Humidity 65% 60% 62% 55% 50% 75% 80% 
Temp Low 12oC Low 12oC Low 13oC Low 12oC Low 11oC Low 13oC Low 13oC 
Species 
(calls) 

P pip (14) P pip (20) P pip (17) P pip (16) P pip (7) P pip (11) P pip (12) 
P pyg (3) - P pyg (2) - - P pyg (4) P pyg (3) 
- N noc (2) N noc (1) - N noc (2) - N noc (1) 
- P aur (1) P aur (2) - - - - 

 
Table 3: Details of the 2025 automated survey 
Date 04/08/25 05/08/25 06/08/25 07/08/25 08/08/25 09/08/25 10/08/25 
Weather Cloudy Clear Clear Overcast Clear Cloudy Clear 
Beaufort 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 

Humidity 75% 60% 65% 80% 60% 70% 60% 
Temp Low 16oC Low 13oC Low 11oC Low 16oC Low 16oC Low 12oC Low 17oC 
Species 
(calls) 

P pip (31) P pip (43) P pip (12) P pip (62) P pip (29) P pip (25) P pip (53) 
P pyg (9) - P pyg (11) - - P pyg (9) P pyg (21) 

N noc (11) - - N noc (19) N noc (5) N noc (12) - 
- - - P aur (1) - - P aur (1) 
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During the 2018 and 2025 activity survey visits, low numbers of common pipistrelle, soprano 
pipistrelle were consistently recorded commuting across the site in a west-east direction (Figure 4 
– solid light blue arrows) shortly after dusk, which suggests that they may have emerged from 
roosting locations associated with residential dwellings off-site to the west. These species were 
subsequently recorded foraging above the scrub and along the line of poplar trees (Figure 4 – 
dashed light blue arrows) that are present on the site’s eastern boundary (to be retained).  

Low numbers of noctule bats were also recorded during the 2025 survey visits both visually and via 
the bat detectors, although less consistently and this species was generally commuting/foraging 
high over the site (Figure 4 – dashed orange circle) and not in direct association with it. 

Table 4: Details of the 2018 activity survey 

Date Climatic conditions Sunset/rise Bat activity (calls) 

28/05/18 Scattered cloud, 16oC 21:01 
Common pipistrelle (15) 
Soprano pipistrelle (4) 

29/05/18 Overcast, 12oC 04:52 Common pipistrelle (6) 

12/06/18 Scattered cloud, 18oC 21:15 
Common pipistrelle (11) 
Soprano pipistrelle (2) 

Table 5: Details of the 2025 activity survey 

Date Climatic conditions Sunset Bat activity (calls) 

28/05/25 Clear skies, 17oC 21:01 
Common pipistrelle (11) 
Soprano pipistrelle (7) 
Noctule (3) 

24/06/25 Scattered cloud, 18oC 21:19 
Common pipistrelle (13) 
Soprano pipistrelle (3) 

04/08/25 Scattered cloud, 19oC 20:41 
Common pipistrelle (9) 
Soprano pipistrelle (4) 
Noctule (2) 

Figure 4: Indicative bat commuting and foraging activity 
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3.3.2 Breeding Birds 

According to the SxBRC data, there are numerous records for a wide variety of bird species from 
within the ZoI, many of which are associated with habitats that are not present within or close to 
the site, although there are records for species of bird that could potentially be present. 

No evidence for actively breeding birds was recorded during the 2018 and 2025 survey visits, which 
were undertaken within the breeding season (March-July/August), although inactive nests and 
potentially suitable breeding habitats were identified throughout the site (i.e. scrub and trees), 
some of which will be directly affected by the proposed works. 

3.3.3 Great Crested Newt Survey 

According to the SxBRC data, there is one record for a single great crested newt from within the 
ZoI, which is from a non-specific location, dated 1997. 

According to the GIS database, the closest granted EPSM licence for great crested newt is from a 
location circa 3.7 kilometres to the south-west (non-breeding, 2017). 

According to the NatureSpace Partnership Ltd., the site is located within a ‘Red Impact Risk Zone’, 
which is considered likely to contain highly suitable habitat for great crested newt (Figure 5). 

Figure 5: Illustrating the location of the site (blue star) within a ‘Red Impact Risk Zone’ 

 

The results of the walkover survey of ponds within circa 500 metres of the site boundaries are 
provided in Table 4, to be cross-referenced with Figure 1 (Section 2.4). 
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Table 6: Results of the pond walkover survey 
Pond location Distance from site Details 
1 70m On-site pond – see below 
2 210m  Dried up/no long present 
3 360m Dried up/no long present 
4 440m Dried up/no long present 
5 470m Dried up/no long present 
6 350m Inaccessible/private property 
7 160m Inaccessible/private property 
8 190m Inaccessible/private property 
9 390m Inaccessible/private property 
10 450m Inaccessible/private property 

In summary, with the exception of the P1, all of the ponds within circa 500 metres either no longer 
exist or are on private property and were not accessible. 

According to the HSI assessment, P1 scores as having ‘average’ suitability (Table 7 - score of 0.62), 
and there is a corresponding likelihood of great crested newt presence. 

Table 7: HSI assessment for P1 
Number Value Factor 
1. 1 Location 
2. 0.8 Pond area 

3. 0.5 Drying out 
4. 0.33 Water quality 
5. 1 Shade 
6. 0.67 Fowl 

7. 1 Fish 
8. 0.9 Nearby ponds 
9. 0.33 Terrestrial habitats 
10. 0.3 Macrophytes 

Product 0.007 
HSI 0.62 
Suitability Average 

The SureScreen Scientifics Laboratory 2018 and 2025 results are provided in Appendix 6, which 
establishes that there was no great crested newt eDNA present in the water samples. 

Since P1 was found to be dry during early June in 2020, which is in the middle of the species’ 
breeding season, when standing water is required in order for eggs to be laid/juveniles to develop, 
it is considered reasonable to assume that great crested newt was also not present in 2020. 

3.3.4 Hazel Dormouse Survey 

According to the SxBRC data, there is one record for hazel dormouse from within the ZoI, which is 
from a non-specific location, dated 2007. 

According to the GIS database, the closest granted EPSM licence for hazel dormouse (breeding, 
2018) is from a location circa 5 kilometres to the south-east. 

In summary, there were no actual dormice or hazel dormouse nests recorded as being present in 
any of the 50 nest tubes during the 2018 and 2025 surveys, and it is therefore considered most 
likely that the species is absent from the site and immediate surrounding area. 
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Table 8: Details of the 2018 hazel dormouse survey 
Date Climatic conditions Results 
27/04/18 Overcast, 18oC Negative 
24/05/18 Scattered cloud, 21oC Negative 
12/06/18 Clear skies, 24oC Negative 
19/07/18 Light rain, 21oC Negative 
24/08/18 Clear skies, 26oC Negative 
25/09/18 Scattered cloud, 20oC Negative 

 
Table 9: Details of the 2025 hazel dormouse survey 
Date Climatic conditions Results 
27/06/25 Overcast, 20oC Negative 
29/07/25 Overcast, 19oC Negative 
17/08/25 Clear skies, 20oC Negative 
19/09/25 Clear skies, 21oC Negative 
13/10/25 Scattered cloud, 15oC Negative 
17/11/25 Overcast, 13oC Negative 

3.3.5 Hedgehog 

According to the SxBRC data, there are three records for hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus) from 
within the ZoI, from non-specific locations dated 2017.  

The site and surrounding area contain potentially suitable habitats for the species, although there 
are relatively busy main roads and a railway line present, which reduces the potential for hedgehog 
to be present due to the probability of killing/injury. 

3.3.6 Reptile Survey 

According to the SxBRC data, there are three records for grass snake from within the ZoI, from 
non-specific locations dated 2019. There are no records for any other species of reptile. 

In summary, very low numbers of adult, sub-adult and juvenile slow worm were consistently 
recorded as present during both the 2018 (total count seven, max count two, average count one) 
and 2025 (total count 19, max count six, average count three) surveys, predominantly in association 
with the grassland/scrub margins in the eastern part of the site adjacent to the railway line 
boundary, as illustrated in Figure 6. Common lizard (one individual only) and grass snake (one 
individual on two occasions) were only recorded as present during the 2018 survey. 

Table 10: Details of the 2018 reptile survey 
Date Climatic conditions Results 
01/05/18 Clear skies, 17oC Negative 
07/05/18 Scattered cloud, 18oC 1 x sub-adult slow worm, 1 x juvenile grass snake 
10/05/18 Clear skies, 20oC 1 x adult female slow worm, 1 x sub-adult slow worm 

14/05/18 Overcast, 16oC Negative 
22/05/18 Clear skies, 18oC 1 x sub-adult slow worm, 1 x juvenile slow worm 
24/05/18 Scattered cloud, 21oC 1 x sub-adult male slow worm, 1 x adult male common lizard 
29/05/18 Scattered cloud, 20oC 1 x juvenile slow worm, 1 x sub-adult grass snake 
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Table 11: Details of the 2025 reptile survey 
Date Climatic conditions Results 
27/06/25 Overcast, 20oC 2 x adult female slow worms, 3 x adult male slow worms 
07/07/25 Overcast, 18oC 1 x sub-adult slow worm 

29/07/25 Overcast, 19oC 1 x adult female slow worm, 3 x adult male slow worms 
17/08/25 Clear skies, 20oC Negative 
08/09/25 Scattered cloud, 19oC 1 x male slow worm, 1 x sub-adult slow worm 

19/09/25 Clear skies, 21oC 
4 x adult female slow worms, 1 x adult male slow worm, 1 
juvenile slow worm 

25/09/25 Scattered cloud, 15oC 1 x female slow worm 
 
Figure 6: Illustrating the approximate location of reptile records 
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4 Assessment 

4.1 Constraints 

The SxBRC provided comprehensive records for designated sites/notable habitats and 
protected/notable species and the survey work was undertaken by an experienced consultant 
ecologist using standard survey techniques, under appropriate climatic conditions and in 
accordance with the published guidelines. It is therefore considered that there were no significant 
constraints to the PEA. 

The bat, hazel dormouse and reptile survey work was conducted by appropriately experienced and 
licensed ecologists, during the optimal season, under suitable climactic conditions and in 
accordance with the published guidelines. It is therefore considered that there were no significant 
constraints to the survey work for these protected species. 

Although the great crested newt survey work was partially constrained by a lack of full access to 
potential pond locations on private properties to undertake HSI assessments, the P1 location has 
consistently tested negative for great crested newt eDNA, which is the closest pond to the 
proposed development site. Therefore, this lack of access is not considered to be a significant 
constraint, since precautionary mitigation measures have been implemented for the species as 
detailed in a subsequent section. 

4.2 Potential Impacts 

4.2.1 Designated Sites/Notable Habitats 

Since it is considered that the proposals would not have any direct or indirect impacts to 
designated sites, mitigation measures are not considered necessary. 

4.2.2 Habitats 

The site contains hard standing, neutral grassland, scrub/ruderal vegetation, which represent 
common/widespread habitats that are not of conservation concern and impacts to these habitat 
types are considered to be insignificant, since they can be partially offset via replacement planting 
post-construction, as discussed in a subsequent section. 

Potential impacts to trees are considered in the independent report by SJA Trees.  

4.2.3 Protected/Notable Species 

4.2.3.1 Bats 

Since there are no buildings within the proposed works area in which bats can roost and with the 
exception of the T4 oak that is to be retained/protected, the trees are all considered to have 
negligible/low potential for roosting bats, there will be no direct impact on roosting bats.  

The use of the automated bat detector has determined that the species of bats that were recorded 
during the survey are all considered to be relatively common/widespread and none of the records 
were for species of international importance, i.e. barbastelle and Bechstein’s bat, which have 
specialist habitat requirements not supported by the site or immediate surrounding area.  

The relatively low number of records from the automated survey, along with the observations from 
the activity survey, indicate that overall, the site is likely to be of limited importance to the bat 
species recorded during the survey work, other than in association with occasional 
commuting/foraging. 
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However, as detailed in the HRA, there is flightline between the Mens SAC barbastelle maternity 
woodland and a hibernation site, which appears to be located close to the site’s north/eastern 
boundary. Therefore, the poplar tree line on this boundary could represent a habitat feature of 
importance to this flightline and species. As a result of this, mitigation measures will be required 
to ensure that the tree line is retained (consent was previously granted for its removal under 
planning permission ref: DC/13/1048) and enhanced, as detailed in a subsequent section.  

In addition, new artificial lighting could have an indirect impact on all bat species whilst 
commuting/foraging and therefore, mitigation measures are recommended in a subsequent 
section to avoid the risk of this occurring. 

The proposed works could actually have a positive impact for the local bat population, through the 
provision of tree-mounted bat boxes, as described in a subsequent section. 

4.2.3.2 Great Crested Newt  

Since the results of the 2018 and 2025 eDNA test for P1 were negative and this location was found 
to be predominantly dry during the core part of the breeding season in 2020, it considered most 
likely that great crested newt is not present in the immediate area and therefore, should not be 
affected by the proposals. 

However, the proposed development site is located within a ‘Red Impact Risk Zone’ and the site 
does contain potentially suitable terrestrial habitat. Therefore, there is a risk that the site clearance 
associated with the proposals could result in impacts to the species.  

To avoid what is considered to be a low risk based on the results of the eDNA testing, 
precautionary mitigation measures have been implemented in conjunction with measures for 
breeding birds and reptiles, as detailed in a subsequent section. 

4.2.3.3 Hazel Dormouse 

Since there were no actual dormice or hazel dormouse nests recorded during the 2018 and 2025 
surveys and it is considered most likely that the species is absent from the site and immediate 
surrounding area, it is considered that hazel dormouse will not be affected by the proposals. 

4.2.3.4 Hedgehog 

There has been no evidence recorded for the presence of hedgehog, although the site and 
surrounding area contain potentially suitable habitat types. 

Therefore, the species could be occasionally present within the site and there a low risk of potential 
impact to the hedgehog in relation to the ground works phase of the proposals, since hedgehogs 
can become trapped and killed/injured in deep excavations.  

To avoid the risk of potential impacts, precautionary mitigation measures are recommended in a 
subsequent section. 

4.2.3.5 Reptiles 

The survey work has confirmed that according to the guidelines10, the site supports a low-end, 
small-sized population of common lizard (<20/ha), grass snake (<2/ha) and slow worm (<50/ha), 
which are associated with the eastern part of the site only.  

 
10 Herpetofauna Groups of Britain and Ireland. Evaluating local mitigation/translocation programmes: Maintaining best practice and 
lawful standards (1998). HGBI advisory notes for Amphibian and Reptile Groups (ARGs) 
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The site clearance associated with proposals could result in direct impacts to reptiles through killing 
or injury, which would be an offence against the legislation.  

To avoid the risk of impacts to reptiles, mitigation measures have been implemented in conjunction 
with measures for breeding birds and great crested newt, as detailed in a subsequent section. 

4.3 Legislation and Policy 

4.3.1 Bats, Great Crested Newt and Hazel Dormouse 

All species of bat, great crested newt, hazel dormouse and the habitats of these species are fully 
protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended by the CRoW Act 2000) and 
by the Conservation of Habitats and Species (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019. 

The legislation makes it illegal under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) to: 

• Intentionally or recklessly kill, injure or take a wild bat, great crested newt, or hazel 
dormouse; 

• Be in possession or control of any live or dead wild bat, great crested newt, or hazel 
dormouse, or any part of, or anything derived from a wild bat, great crested newt, or 
hazel dormouse; 

• Intentionally or recklessly damage, destroy or obstruct access to any place that a wild 
bat, great crested newt, or hazel dormouse uses for shelter or protection; and 

• Intentionally or recklessly disturb any wild bat, great crested newt, or hazel dormouse 
while it is occupying a structure or place that it uses for shelter or protection. 

The legislation makes it illegal under the Conservation of Habitats and Species (Amendment) (EU 
Exit) Regulations 2019 to: 

• Deliberately capture, injure or kill any wild animal of a European Protected Species; 
• Deliberately disturb wild animals of any such species. Disturbance of animals includes 

in particular any disturbance which is likely to: 
o impair their ability - 

§ to survive, to breed or reproduce, or to rear or nurture their young; 
or 

§ in the case of animals of a hibernating or migratory species, to 
hibernate or migrate; or 

o to affect significantly the local distribution or abundance of the species to 
which they belong; 

• Deliberately take or destroy the eggs of such an animal; or 
• Deliberately damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of such an animal. 

4.3.2 Breeding Birds 

Breeding birds are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) which 
makes it an offence to intentionally or recklessly kill, injure or take any wild bird or take, damage 
or destroy its nest whilst it is in use or being built, or to take or destroy its eggs. 

4.3.3 Reptiles 

All species of reptile native to the UK are legally protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981 (as amended) in respect of deliberate, intentional or reckless killing and injuring.  
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4.3.4 Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006 

The NERC Act extends the biodiversity duty set out in the CRoW Act to public bodies and statutory 
undertakers to ensure due regard to the conservation of biodiversity.  

This duty is set out in Section 40 of the NERC Act and states that: "Every public authority must, in 
exercising its functions, have regard, so far as is consistent with the proper exercise of those 
functions, to the purpose of conserving biodiversity". 

Section 41 of the NERC Act refers to a published list of habitats and species which are of principal 
importance for the conservation of biodiversity in England, including PHI deciduous woodland and 
hedgehog. 

4.3.5 National Planning Policy Framework  

The Government revised the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) in December 2024. The 
NPPF states that when determining planning applications, LPAs should aim to conserve and 
enhance biodiversity by encouraging opportunities to be taken for the incorporation of biodiversity 
in and around developments. 
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5 Recommendations 

5.1 Mitigation Measures 

5.1.1 Designated Sites/Notable Habitats 

Since it is considered that the proposals would not have any direct or indirect impacts to 
designated sites, mitigation measures are not considered necessary. 

5.1.2 Habitats 

As detailed in the report by SJA Trees, the retained trees will need to be protected in accordance 
with British Standard (BS) 5837:2012 “Trees in Relation to Design, Demolition and Construction - 
Recommendations”, to ensure that no damage to stems or roots, no soil compaction by vehicles, 
no contamination of soil from spillages, no scorching from fires, or instability/stress from changes 
in soil levels shall take place. 

5.1.3 Protected/Notable Species 

5.1.3.1 Bats 

Since it is considered that the proposals will not have a direct impact on bats, mitigation measures 
are recommended on a precautionary basis only, to avoid the risk of indirect impacts. 

In addition to the T4 mature oak and vegetated boundaries to the north, south and east, the line 
of mature poplar trees on the site’s eastern boundary with the railway line will now also be retained, 
contrary to the original consent, which allowed for them to be removed. This will ensure that the 
relatively common/widespread species of bat that have been recorded during the survey work, 
along with barbastelle bats that may seasonally use a flightline between the Mens SAC barbastelle 
maternity woodland and a hibernation site, can continue to utilise these habitats for 
commuting/foraging. 

The lighting scheme has been designed by Landscape Perspective Ltd. (submitted drawing ref: 
L90-306) in compliance with the Institute of Lighting Professional (ILP) and BCT published guidance 
note 08/2311 (Appendix 7), to ensure that all lighting is low-level, downwardly directional and 
focussed towards the centre of the site, avoiding any direct illumination of the boundary 
vegetation, mature oak T4 and poplar tree line. The specification for the appropriate lamps/fittings 
will be confirmed with BEGA Lighting, to ensure that they are in accordance with the specifications 
in Section 4.29 of the guidance note. 

5.1.3.2 Breeding Birds 

To avoid the risk of impacts to breeding birds, the potentially suitable habitat was removed in late 
February/early March 2026, which is prior to the breeding season (March-July/August). The 
retained boundary vegetation and trees will be isolated from the construction site via the use of 
‘heras’ fencing, to ensure that there is no risk of affecting birds during the breeding season. 

5.1.3.3 Great Crested Newt 

Based on the results of the eDNA testing for P1, it is considered most likely that great crested newt 
is not present in the immediate area and therefore, should not be affected by the proposals. 

 
11 Bats and artificial lighting at night, Guidance Note 08/23 
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However, the proposed development site is located within a ‘Red Impact Risk Zone’ and there is a 
risk that the site clearance could result in impacts to the species. Therefore, great crested newt has 
been a consideration in the mitigation strategy that has been implemented primarily for breeding 
birds and reptiles. 

A ‘finger-tip search’ was conducted for the site by a Natural England licence holder prior to the 
clearance works in late February/early March, with no great crested newt or other species of 
amphibian being recorded as present. Potentially suitable refugia/hibernacula were also looked 
for, with none being identified. 

The mitigation strategy included a protocol requiring works to temporarily cease if great crested 
newt is recorded as present and to consult a Natural England licence holder about how to proceed 
further, without the risk of an offence being committed. 

As detailed in a subsequent section, there were no species of amphibian recorded as present 
during the mitigation strategy, including great crested newt. 

5.1.3.4 Hazel Dormouse 

Since there was no evidence of hazel dormouse recorded during the survey and the species will 
therefore not be affected by the proposals, mitigation measures are not required for hazel 
dormouse.  

However, if at any time during the proposed works, it becomes apparent that hazel dormouse is 
present and at risk of direct impacts, works will need to cease whilst a Natural England licence 
holder is contacted and consulted about how to proceed without the risk of an offence being 
committed. 

5.1.3.5 Hedgehog 

The vegetation clearance work that was conducted in late February/early March 2026 was 
supervised by an experienced Ecological Clerk of Works (ECoW), who checked the habitats for any 
features that could be used by hibernating hedgehog, with none being identified. 

During the construction phase, excavations that could trap hedgehog and other species of wildlife 
will not be left uncovered unless unavoidable. If this is the case, exit ramps (e.g. scaffold boards or 
similar) and floatation devices (e.g. blocks of polystyrene or similar) will be provided. Excavations 
will be checked first thing every morning to ensure that no animals have become trapped.  

If at any time hedgehog or other protected/notable species are found to be present, an 
experienced ecologist will need to be consulted and protocols reviewed. 

5.1.3.6 Reptiles 

Since the survey work has confirmed that the site supports a low-end, small-sized population of 
slow worm, grass snake and common lizard, which could be directly impacted on by the proposals, 
mitigation measures have been implemented to ensure that the site clearance works associated 
with the proposals do not result in killing/injury to reptiles. 

During late February/early March 2026, prior to the breeding bird season, a staged vegetation 
clearance took place to reduce the scrub/ruderal and grassland vegetation to near ground level, 
using hand-held strimmer machinery, rather than any tracked or wheeled vehicles, to minimise the 
risk of killing/injury. 
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During March, a temporary exclusion fence (design specification provided in Appendix 8) was 
installed around the boundaries of the proposed works area, where not in association with hard 
standing and outside of the Root Protection Area (RPA) as defined in the SJA Trees report. 

Subsequently, in late March 200 refugia were distributed throughout the site and during April-May 
2026, a 30 visit trapping/translocation programme was conducted by experienced ecologists, until 
five visits passed with no reptiles being recorded, which was considered an appropriate 
interpretation of the guidelines for the small size of site and very low numbers of individuals 
involved. 

There were no grass snake, common lizard or any species of amphibian including great crested 
newt recorded as present during the trapping/translocation programme and all of the slow worms 
captured were carefully removed to the other side of the exclusion fence adjacent to the railway 
line boundary, in an area of suitable habitat, on land already owned by the applicant. 

Table 12: Results of the trapping/ translocation programme 
Visit Date Weather Result 
1 07/04/26 19oC, clear skies, dry 1 x adult female slow worm 
2 08/05/26 17oC, scattered cloud, dry 2 x adult male slow worms 
3 09/04/26 20oC, overcast, dry 1 x adult male slow worm 
4 11/04/26 12oC, scattered cloud, dry None 
5 12/04/26 14oC, scattered cloud, dry None 
6 13/04/26 13oC, scattered cloud, dry None 
7 15/04/26 15oC, overcast, recent rain None 
8 
9 
10 

17/04/26 16oC, scattered cloud, recent rain 1 x juvenile slow worm 
11 20/04/26 15oC, scattered cloud, dry None 
12 21/04/26 17oC, clear skies, dry None 
13 22/04/26 14oC, clear skies, dry 1 x juvenile slow worm 
14 24/04/26 14oC, clear skies, dry None 
15 27/04/26 16oC, clear skies, dry 1 x juvenile slow worm 
16 29/04/26 13oC, clear skies, dry None 
17 30/04/26 15oC, scattered cloud, dry None 
18 01/05/26 16oC, scattered cloud, dry 2 x sub-adult slow worms 
19 04/05/26 15oC, overcast, dry None 
20 05/05/26 18oC, scattered cloud, dry None 
21 06/05/26 13oC, clear skies, dry None 
22 07/05/26 15oC, scattered cloud, dry 2 x adult female slow worms 
23 08/05/26 16oC, overcast, dry None 
24 11/05/26 16oC, scattered cloud, dry 1 x adult female slow worm 
25 13/05/26 17oC, overcast, dry 1 x adult female slow worm 
26 15/05/26 14oC, overcast, dry None 
27 18/05/26 16oC, scattered cloud, dry None 
28 19/05/26 17oC, clear skies, dry None 
29 20/05/26 16oC, scattered cloud, dry None 
30 22/05/26 18oC, clear skies, dry None 

In summary, a total of 13 slow worms were successfully trapped/translocated from the proposed 
development site into the receptor site, with no killing/injury taking place and five clear days with 
no reptiles being recorded as preset was achieved during 15-20/05/26. 
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The temporary exclusion fencing will be maintained in place and the ruderal vegetation within the 
site will be managed to ensure that the risk of recolonisation is avoided. Once the Section 73 
application has been approved, a destructive search will take place using an excavator with a 
toothed bucket working under the direction of an experienced ECoW, who will capture any 
remaining reptiles and relocate them to the receptor site. 

5.2 Enhancement Measures 

As detailed in the Landscape Perspective Ltd. plan (submitted drawing ref: L90-300), the proposals 
include the following habitat enhancement measures: 
 

• 16 no. native species of tree – extra heavy stock, 16-18cm girth, which include 
specimens that will be planted alongside the eastern boundary, to enhance the existing 
tree line;  

• Species-rich biodiverse turf areas to the south and east, to buffer the existing vegetated 
boundaries from the development; and 

• Non-native ornamental planting around the development that incorporates a 
proportion of species that are beneficial to wildlife. 

 
As detailed in the Landscape Perspective Ltd. plan (submitted drawing ref: L90-200), the proposals 
include the following enhancement measures for protected/notable species: 

• 4 no. Schwegler bat boxes (2 no. model 1FD and 2 no. model 2FN, available from 
https://www.nhbs.com/), to be installed above 4-5 metres from ground level on the 
mature oak T4 and on mature tree line poplars on the eastern boundary, not illuminated 
by any artificial lighting; 

• 8 no. Schwegler bird boxes (4 no. oval entrance, 2 no. 26mm entrance and 2 no. 32mm 
entrance, available from https://www.nhbs.com/), to be installed above 3-4 metres from 
ground level on the mature oak T4 and on tree line poplars on the eastern boundary, 
on different aspects but not facing south to avoid the risk of over-heating during the 
summer breeding season; and 

• Consideration should be given to the viability of integrating/mounting bat and bird 
boxes on the proposed building, if the construction type/materials used permit this. 
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6 Conclusions 

To inform a Section 73 application, GreenLink Ecology Ltd. was commissioned to document the 
ecological and protected species survey work that has been completed for the site, and to detail 
the mitigation and enhancement measures that have been/will be implemented for the site. 

The results of the SxBRC desk study indicate that the statutory designated South Downs National 
Park is present in the ZoI, along with notable habitat types. There are also SAC present in the wider 
area. Since it is considered that the proposals would not have any significant impacts on designated 
sites/notable habitats, mitigation measures are not considered necessary. 

The SxBRC desk study data also includes protected/notable species records from within the ZoI, 
which of relevance to the site includes bats, birds, great crested newt, hazel dormouse and reptiles. 

The site contains common/widespread habitats that are not of conservation concern and since 
impacts to most of these habitat types are considered to be insignificant, mitigation measures are 
only required for retained trees, as detailed in the report by SJA Trees, which will be protected in 
accordance with BS 5837:2012 “Trees in Relation to Design, Demolition and Construction - 
Recommendations”. 

The results of the 2018 and 2025 bat survey indicate that the site appears to be of limited 
importance to the local bat population, other than in association with occasional 
commuting/foraging. However, there is flightline between the Mens SAC barbastelle maternity 
woodland and a hibernation site, which appears to be located close to the site’s north/eastern 
boundary and the associated tree line may represent a habitat feature of seasonal importance. 
Therefore, mitigation measures have been recommended to avoid the risk of indirect impacts. 

Potentially suitable breeding bird habitat was removed outside the breeding season and retained 
boundary vegetation and trees will be isolated from the construction site via the use of ‘heras’ 
fencing, to ensure that there is no risk of affecting birds during the breeding season. 

The results of the laboratory analysis of water samples from the pond located to the north-west of 
the site have proven that there is no great crested newt eDNA present in P1 during 2018 or 2025, 
and in 2020 there was insufficient standing water present. Although the risk of impacts was 
considered to be low, great crested newt was a consideration during the mitigation strategy that 
was implemented for breeding birds and reptiles. There were no great crested newt or any other 
species of amphibian recorded as present at any time. 

Since there was no evidence of hazel dormouse recorded during the 2018 and 2025 surveys and 
the species will therefore not be affected by the proposals, mitigation measures are not required 
for hazel dormouse.  

Hedgehog was a consideration during the mitigation strategy that was implemented for breeding 
birds and reptiles, with no hedgehogs recorded as present. On a precautionary basis, mitigation 
measures have also been recommended to avoid the risk of impacts during the construction phase. 

The reptile survey conducted in 2018 and 2025 recorded a low numbers of three reptile species. 
During the mitigation strategy implemented in April-May 2026, low number of slow worms were 
carefully trapped and translocated into the receptor site, with no killing/injury taking place and five 
clear days with no reptiles being recorded as present being achieved within a 30 day period. Once 
the Section 73 application has been approved, the strategy will be concluded with an ECoW 
supervised a destructive search. 

Ecological enhancement measures have also been recommended to ensure that the proposed 
works benefit local biodiversity, in accordance with the principles of the NPPF. 
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7 Disclaimer 

This report is issued to the client for their sole use and for the intended purpose as stated in the 
agreement between the client and GreenLink Ecology Ltd. under which this work was completed, 
or else as set out within this report.  

This report may not be relied upon by any other party without express written agreement. The use 
of this report by unauthorised third parties is at their own risk and GreenLink Ecology Ltd. accepts 
no duty of care to any such third party. 

GreenLink Ecology Ltd. has exercised due care in preparing this report. It has not, unless 
specifically stated, independently verified information provided by others. No other warranty, 
express or implied, is made in relation to the content of this report and GreenLink Ecology Ltd. 
assumes no liability for any loss resulting from errors, omissions or misrepresentation made by 
others. 

Any recommendation, opinion or finding stated in this report is based on circumstances and facts 
as they existed at the time that GreenLink Ecology Ltd. performed the work. The content of this 
report has been provided in accordance with the provisions of the CIEEM Code of Professional 
Conduct. GreenLink Ecology Ltd. works where appropriate to the scope of our brief, to the 
principles and requirements of British Standard BS42020. 

Nothing in this report constitutes legal opinion. If legal opinion is required the advice of a qualified 
legal professional should be secured. Observations relating to the state of built structures or trees 
have been made from an ecological point of view and, unless stated otherwise, do not constitute 
structural or arboricultural advice. 
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8  Appendices 

Appendix 1: The site location and surrounding area 

Photograph 1: The approximate site boundaries and immediate surrounding area (drone 05/25) 
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Photograph 2: The site location and wider surrounding area (Google Earth 06/25) 
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Appendix 2: Site location plan 
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Appendix 3: Summary of the HSI scoring system12, using key diagnostic habitat variables 

SI1: Location in the UK 
• A (optimal) = 1 
• B (marginal) = 0.5 
• C (unsuitable) = 0.01 

SI2: Pond area 
• Measure pond surface area (m2) and round to nearest 50m2. Read off graph. 

SI3: Pond permanence 
• Never dries = 0.9 
• Rarely, no more than two years in ten or only in drought = 1  
• Dries sometimes, between three years in ten to most years = 0.5  
• Dries annually = 0.1 

SI4: Water quality 
• Good, abundant and diverse invertebrate community =1  
• Moderate invertebrate diversity = 0.67 
• Poor, low invertebrate diversity, few submerged plants = 0.33 
• Bad, clearly polluted, only pollution-tolerant invertebrates, no submerged plants = 0.01  

SI5: Shade 
• Estimate percentage perimeter shaded to a least 1 metre from shore. Read off graph. 

SI6: Fowl 
• Absent, no evidence of water fowl (although moorhen may be present) = 1 
• Minor, waterfowl present, but little sign of impacts = 0.67 
• Major, severe impact of waterfowl = 0.01  

SI7: Fish  
• Absent, no records of fish stocking and no fish revealed during survey = 1 
• Possible, no evidence of fish, but local conditions suggest that they may be present =0.67 
• Minor, small numbers of crucian carp, goldfish or stickleback known to be present = 0.33 
• Major, dense populations of fish known to be present = 0.01  

SI8: Ponds 
• Count the number of ponds within 1 km of survey pond, not separated by major barriers, 

and divide by 3.14. This can be done from maps rather than in the field. Read off graph. 

SI9: Terrestrial habitat 
• Good = 1 
• Moderate = 0.67 
• Poor = 0.33 
• None = 0.01 

SI10: Macrophytes 
• Estimate the percentage of the pond surface area occupied by macrophyte cover (between 

May and the end of September). Read off graph. 

 

 
12 ARG UK Advice Note 5: Great Crested Newt Habitat Suitability Index, May 2010 
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The HSI is a geometric mean of the ten suitability indices: 

HSI = (SI1 x SI2 x SI3 x SI4 x SI5 x SI6 x SI7 x SI8 x SI9 x SI10)1/10 

• The ten Suitability Indices are scored for a pond, in the field and from map work; 
• The ten field scores are then converted to SI scores, on a scale from 0.1 to 1 (0.1 is used as 

the bottom end of the range instead of 0, because multiplying by 0 reduces all other SI 
scores to 0); 

• The ten SI scores are then multiplied together; and 
• The tenth root of this number is then calculated (X)1/10. 

The calculated HSI for a pond should score between 0 and 1. The Pond’s HSI can then be compared 
to the following ranges of pond suitability: 

HSI score  <0.5 = poor 
0.5 – 0.59 = below average 
0.6 – 0.69 = average 
0.7 – 0.79 = good 
> 0.8 = excellent 

An inference can be made between the HSI of a pond, and the likelihood of great crested newt 
presence in the pond, based on the number of ponds in each category that supported the species 
in Oldham’s study: 

 
 

 
 



WT Lamb Holding Broomers Hill Business Park - Phase 2 

 

18_1396_ReportX05_MF_CR Page 31 

 

Appendix 4: Designated sites and notable habitats maps 
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Appendix 5: Protected/notable species data 
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Appendix 6: Results from the 2018 and 2025 eDNA testing
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Appendix 7: ILP and BCT GN08: Bats and artificial lighting at night (extract) 
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Appendix 8: Design of the temporary exclusion fencing (pitfall traps not used) 

 


