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C
onditions 

B
.2    D

evelopm
ent is perm

itted by C
lass B

 subject to the follow
ing conditions - 

 
(a) 

the m
aterials used in any exterior w

ork shall be of a sim
ilar appearance to 

those used in the construction of the exterior of the existing dw
ellinghouse 

 This condition is intended to ensure that any addition or alteration to a roof for a loft 
conversion results in an appearance that m

inim
ises visual im

pact and is sym
pathetic to the 

existing house.  This m
eans that the m

aterials used should be of sim
ilar visual appearance 

to those in the existing house, but does not m
ean that they need to be the sam

e m
aterials 

or m
atch exactly.   The visual im

pacts of the m
aterials used w

ill the m
ost im

portant 
consideration.   For exam

ple: 
 

x 
the flat roofs of dorm

er w
indow

s w
ill not norm

ally have any visual im
pact and so, in 

this case, the use of m
aterials such as felt, lead or zinc for flat roofs of dorm

ers w
ill 

therefore be acceptable.  
 

x 
the face and sides of a dorm

er w
indow

 should be finished using m
aterials that give 

a sim
ilar visual appearance to existing house.  So the m

aterials used for facing a 
dorm

er should appear to be of sim
ilar colour and design to the m

aterials used in the 
m

ain roof of the house w
hen view

ed from
 ground level.  W

indow
 fram

es should also 
be sim

ilar to those in the existing house in term
s of their colour and overall shape. 

  (b) 
 the enlargem

ent shall be constructed so that – 
 

(i)  
other than in the case of a hip-to-gable enlargem

ent or an enlargem
ent 

 
w

hich joins the original roof to the roof of a rear or side extension – 
  

(aa)  
the eaves of the original roof are m

aintained or reinstated; and 
  

(bb)  
the edge of the enlargem

ent closest to the eaves of the original 
 

 
roof shall, so far as practicable, be not less than 0.2 m

etres from
 

 
 

the eaves, m
easured along the roof slope from

 the outside edge 
 

 
of the eaves; and 

 (ii)  
other than in the case of an enlargem

ent w
hich joins the original roof to 

 
the roof of a rear or side extension, no part of the enlargem

ent extends 
 

beyond the outside face of any external w
all of the original 

 
dw

ellinghouse 
 It is som

etim
es necessary to rem

ove the eaves of the original roof w
hile w

orks are carried 
out.  To be perm

itted developm
ent eaves that are tem

porarily rem
oved should be 

reinstated.  
 The m

easurem
ent of 0.2 m

etres should be m
ade along the original roof slope from

 the 
outerm

ost edge of the eaves (the edge of the tiles or slates) to the edge of the 
enlargem

ent.  Any guttering that protrudes beyond the roof slope should not be included in 
this m

easurem
ent. 
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 This 0.2m

 set back w
ill be required unless it can be dem

onstrated that this is not possible 
due to practical or structural considerations.  O

ne circum
stance w

here it w
ill not prove 

practical to m
aintain this 0.2m

 distance w
ill be w

here a dorm
er on a side extension of a 

house joins an existing, or proposed, dorm
er on the m

ain roof of the house. 
 The enlarged part of the roof m

ust not extend beyond the outer face of any w
all of the 

original house if it is to qualify as perm
itted developm

ent, unless it joins the original roof to 
the roof of a rear or side extension.  An interpretative provision at paragraph B.4 of C

lass 
B clarifies that for these purposes any roof tiles, guttering, fascias, barge boards or other 
m

inor roof details w
hich overhang the outer face of the w

all should not to be considered 
part of the roof enlargem

ent.  
 The enlarged part of the roof m

ay join the original roof to the roof of a rear or side 
extension (generally referred to as an ‘L-shaped dorm

er’ on a m
ain roof and ‘outrigger’ or 

‘back addition’ roof), w
hether the part of the house being extended form

s part of the 
original house or is an enlargem

ent, or the shape or level of the pitch of the roofs are 
different in relation to each other. 
 (c) 

any w
indow

 inserted on a w
all or roof slope form

ing a side elevation of the 
dw

ellinghouse shall be - 
 

 
 

(i)  
obscure-glazed, and  

 
 

 
(ii)  

non-opening unless the parts of the w
indow

 w
hich can be opened are 

 
m

ore than 1.7 m
etres above the floor of the room

 in w
hich the w

indow
 

 
is installed  

 
W

indow
s for a loft extension on a side elevation of a house m

ust be obscure glazed to 
benefit from

 perm
itted developm

ent.   G
lazing to provide privacy is norm

ally rated on a 
scale of 1-5, w

ith 5 providing the m
ost privacy.   To be perm

itted developm
ent, side 

M
inim

um
 of 0.2m

 from
 

eaves to edge of the 
enlargem

ent to be 
m

easured along the roof 
slope from

 the edge of 
the enlargem

ent to the 
outer edge of the eaves. 
The enlargem

ent cannot 
overhang the outer face 
of the w

all of the original 
house. 
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