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This is particularly concerning given that the proposal involves the construction of two 
additional dwellings and the loss and alteration of existing garden habitat. The survey itself 
acknowledges that vegetated garden will be lost. 
 
The report also identifies potential bat access features on the existing dwelling, including 
gaps beneath roof tiles, soffits and loose lead flashing. While no roost was identified, the 
confirmed bat activity means the wider ecological impact of the development should not be 
dismissed simply because a roost was not found. 
 
Of particular concern is artificial lighting. The ecologist specifically requires a low-impact 
lighting strategy and states that lighting should avoid illuminating the identified bat 
commuting routes and retained vegetation. I therefore ask the Council to require a detailed 
lighting strategy and ensure it is secured by condition before any development takes 
place. 
 
The report also recommends two integrated bat boxes within the new dwellings. These 
should likewise be secured through planning conditions and installed in accordance with 
the ecologist's specified requirements. 
 
I also ask the Council's ecological adviser to consider whether the level of survey effort is 
sufficient, given the potential roosting features identified and the confirmed use of the 
garden by bats. 
 
In summary, the applicant's own survey confirms that bats use this site and identifies a 
specific commuting route which could be affected by the proposed development. I 
therefore ask the Council to give proper weight to these findings and refuse the 
application. 

Where did you 
hear about this 
application? 
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