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Figure 1: tree location plan. 

 

Discussion 

The subject tree is located on the northern boundary of the property, and grows on the fenceline with the 

neighbouring property, No. 8 Bodiam Close. It is a mature tree that is likely to have originally formed part of a 

wider group that denoted a historical field boundary before the construction of the Cedar Drive development 

in the 1980s.  

 
Prominent surface roots are evident, which extend from the tree's base to the lawn area within the garden. In 

some places along the exposed roots, it is clear that damage has occurred from the use of domestic lawn 

mowers. The depressions between the roots have become more pronounced over time, and now present 

further challenges when the homeowner mows the lawn.  

 
Should the depressions continue to sink, it is likely that routine lawn mowing would cause further damage to 

exposed roots. As the tree is protected by a Tree Preservation Order, any such damage has the potential to 

constitute damage to a protected tree, which carries associated legal implications. In that context, the presence 

of the roots and their vulnerability to damage during routine garden maintenance presents a disproportionately 

high management constraint relative to the tree’s quality and landscape prominence. 

 
The tree has previously been heavily reduced to establish a high pollard, a form of management to which 

mature ash is not generally well suited. This was achieved under planning reference DC/18/1377. My review 

of historic satellite imagery corroborates the timing of this pruning, which sought to reduce excessive seed and 








