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Paragraphs within the National Planning Policy Framework state that development should only 
be permitted where the impacts on highway safety would not be unacceptable or severe. In this 
case, the cumulative impact of additional vehicle movements on a narrow rural lane used by 
vulnerable road users raises serious highway safety concerns. 
 
Impact on the Character of the Countryside 
 
The site sits at the entrance to a quiet rural lane and contributes to the open countryside 
character of the area. 
 
The National Planning Policy Framework emphasises that planning decisions should recognise 
and protect the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside. The proposed increase in 
caravans, vehicles and associated structures would introduce a more intensive and urbanising 
form of development that is out of keeping with the rural setting. 
 
Intensification of Development 
 
The proposal represents a significant intensification of use of the site. Increasing the number of 
caravans and associated infrastructure risks overdevelopment in a countryside location. 
 
Planning Policy for Traveller Sites states that local planning authorities should very strictly limit 
new traveller site development in open countryside and ensure that sites in rural areas respect 
the scale of the surrounding community and do not dominate it. 
 
Given the narrow rural lane, the location at the entrance to the countryside road, and the scale 
of the proposed increase in residential use and vehicle activity, the proposal would be 
disproportionate to its setting. 
 
Conclusion 
 
For the reasons outlined above, particularly the concerns relating to highway safety, rural 
character and the intensification of development in a countryside location, I respectfully request 
that the planning authority refuse this application. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 

 
Kind regards  

  

Telephone:  
 

 

Email: planning@horsham.gov.uk
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