


2

 
The response does not acknowledge or rebut the detailed evidence of repeated overflow 
events and pollution incidents affecting Parsons Brook and connected rivers. 
 
Incorrect capacity assertion:  
 
The statement that the Barns Green works have sufficient capacity is contradicted by the 
record of overflows and by the likely additional load from proposed housing. 
 
Risk to public and environmental health:  
 
Continued or increased discharges will further degrade water quality, harm wildlife, and create 
public health risks for local communities. 
 
Procedural unfairness and maladministration:  
 
The response demonstrates a lack of proper assessment and appears to rely on unsupported 
assertions rather than on up-to-date monitoring data and engineering analysis. 
 
Requested actions 
 
Provide full, dated evidence that supports the claim of sufficient capacity at Barns Green 
sewage works, including the most recent hydraulic modelling, consented discharge limits, and 
any planned upgrades with timelines. 
 
Supply the complete incident log for raw sewage discharges affecting Parsons Brook and 
downstream reaches for the past five years, including dates, volumes (where recorded), 
causes, and remedial actions taken. 
 
Explain the methodology used to assess the impact of additional housing on the works' 
capacity and on receiving water quality, including assumptions, load factors, and safety 
margins. 
 
Confirm any planned infrastructure upgrades (scope, funding source, delivery timetable) that 
would be relied upon to accommodate the proposed development, and provide evidence that 
these upgrades will be completed before any new connections are permitted. 
 
Reassess the consultation response in light of the evidence supplied by local residents and 
environmental monitoring, and issue a revised position that addresses each substantive point 
raised. 
 
Kind regards  

 
Kind regards  

  

Telephone:  
 

 

Email: planning@horsham.gov.uk
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