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Planning Department, Horsham District Council, Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham, RH12 1RL — sent by
email to planning@horsham.gov.uk
To the Planning Officer,

Application DC/25/2057 Land North of Little Slaughterford, Chapel Road, Barns Green 68
Dwellings — Miller Homes

CHALLENGE to Southern Water (SW) Consultation Response dated the 29" April 2026

| strongly challenge this further consultation response from SW which is unbelievable when the
extensive facts that have been presented are considered. This latest SW letter takes no account of
the facts and is a blatant example of staggering mal-administration where no competence is
demonstrated by this further response which lazily supports the incorrect statements made in the
SW letter dated the 21t January 2026.

To claim there is sufficient capacity in the Barns Green sewage works for new housing is just plain
incorrect and denies the facts.

The reality is that there is a history of repeated raw sewage overflow discharges into Parsons Brook
which in turn pollutes the wider river systems. Additional housing will just increase the pollution.

The information submitted by SW necessitates serious independent scrutiny and challenge, and
cannot be relied upon when considering the Miller Homes planning application.

(See the photographs at the end of this letter that show the polluting consequences of this reality.)

The SW responses are only based on modelling information and do not take any account of the
operating reality and performance of the Barns Green treatment works.

The following are my reasons for challenging the SW response.



Reason (1) - The Treatment Plant is Undersized

Calculations and operating knowledge by a professional expert wastewater treatment engineer has
conclusively identified that plant at the very heart of the treatment works, both the primary tanks and
humus tanks as well as the tertiary filters, are undersized and do not have sufficient capacity.

This is clearly shown by the following Dry Weather Flow (DWF) operating parameters.

e The Primary Tanks have a calculated capacity of 161 m3/day
e The Humus Final Tanks have a calculated capacity of 253 m3/day
e The Tertiary Filtration Filters are designed to treat 227 m3/day

Reason (2) - The DWF’s Exceed the Consented Discharge Volumes

Even before the proposed Miller Homes development, calculations indicate that the potential DWF
already exceeds the current Environment Agency consented discharge volume of 227 m3/day by in
excess of 18%.

If the potential additional foul sewage flow from the proposed 68 dwellings proposed is then
included, calculations indicate that the potential DWF would exceed the current EA consented

discharge volume of 227 m3/day by in excess of 28%.

This means that DWF’s are currently 267 m3/day and would increase to over 290 m3/day with the
Miller Homes development.

Reason (3) - Untreated Sewage Discharges

The SW response makes no mention of the overflow events and provides no assurance that
additional flows from the proposed development will not exacerbate the sewage discharge.

In 2021 there were 40 spills for a total of 252 hours, in 2022 there were 43 spills for a total of 411
hours and in 2023 there were 63 spills for a total of 569 hours. The latest data from the Rivers Trust

confirms that in 2024 there were 60 spills for a total of 503 hours.

Monitoring by local residents has confirmed that the discharge of sewage from the treatment works is
aregular and continuing issue.

Consequently the information provided by Southern Water ignores the facts and does not reflect the
practical reality of the situation.

Yours faithfully,

The Reality of the Current Operation of the Treatment Works

Raw Unscreened and Untreated Sewage Overflowing and Running Down the Bank and into Parsons
Brook



Pollution Flowing into Parsons Brook








