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LVIA Methodology

Introduction
Tne methadology emp\cyed in carrying out an LVIA is drawn

‘Summary Overview of LVIA Methodology
Landscape and visua sssessments areseparate altough
I

from the Landsc:

Management snd Aesosements Gudeines for Lardsoape
and Visual Impact Assessment (GLVIAS) Third Edi

landscape ementaconoues m'om\mg the Zone of

change). Residual effects are those at year 15 considering any
additional mitigation meastrres in place over and above those
designed into the scheme.

the zbove factors infl th

Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) and ibility from the

he method adopted and
transparent process, and is proportionate to the proposals,
The term landscape is defined as an area perceived by people,
‘Whose character is the result of the action and interaction of
nature and / or human factors. It results from the way that
different components of our environment - both natural and
cultural / historical interact together and are perceived by us.

range
The baseline assessment describes:
Each of

the
landscape and visual effects.

9

for

The character, smenity and degree of openness of the view
a range of visual receptors (either transient, serial or

their significence, with tables and matrices used to support and
summarise the descriptive text. The criteria and thresholds
set outin the methodology are used to inform the assessment

The term does. m« (ean ust speam\ valued or des\gnzted static views): of effects. Ranges of criteria and mresmlds are used in the
The tand assessment where appropriate. Whilst every possible range
definition of \a»dsoape Con bo doceloa in each o
"Altypas of el andocape, o High mourtaln and the  and therefore the logic to each
countryside to urban Lar direct or range can be traced.
c allother alsobe

Marine and coastal landscapes (seascapes); and

tothe physical landscape which may give rise to changes

villages, towns

AnLVIA
s out how th sty rea an it appesrs, or would appear
prior op

is then

uel
{fom the roposed Develapment. The assesement o \mpad
to

to the Individual landscape components. This in turn effects
the

landscape is experienced and valued.

Visual effects relate to the changes that arise in the

composition, character and amenity of the view as a result of

changes to the landscape elemen

The assessment of effects therefore systematically:
Combines the value of the receptor with the susceptibi

the

is carried out as part of

il n
as possible. The impact assessment willidentify and assess

receptor;

Combmes the size, scale, geographic extent, duration o!

effects during the stages of
inthe case of this site the nitial site enabling and construction
stages and then at the operational phases).

The photography will be prepared in accordance with Technical
Guidance Note 06/19 on Visual Representation of Development
Proposals (Landscape Institute, 17 September 2019).

magmtude of the proposal;

f the each of
the magnitude of effect to determine the significance of the
effect;

Presents the landscape and visual effects in a factual logical,
‘well-reasoned and objective fashion;

Indicates the measures proposed over and above those
designed into the scheme to prevent/avoid, reduce, offset,
remedy, compensate for the effects (mitigation measures) or
‘which provi

‘Sets out any assumptions considered throughout the
assessment of effects; and

Sets out residual effects.

Effects may be positive (beneficial) or negative (acverse)
or indirect, residual, permanent or temporary short,
medium or long term. They can also arise at different scales
(national, regional, local or site level) and have different levels
of significance (major, moderate. low, negligible or neutral 7 no

considered.
tout

process employed,
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Establishing the Landscape Baseline
Desk and Field Studies

designati i  which
may be expressed by the local community or consultees.

The inital step is to dentify the existing landscape and visual Wherever possible information and opinions on landscape High Medium Low

resource in the vicinity of the Proposed Development-the

baseline landscape and visual conditions. The pi stakeholders and user groups.

of baseline study is o record and analyse the existing Netural Heritage

lndecape, in terms of 1s constituent lements, featizes, Landscape value is not always signified by designation. When o ecol logy,topography,soi's and

o b historioal and cultural considering a non-designated area, landscape value will be water. I Jogy.t hy,soll I
g determined / inchuding: [ water. topography, soils and waer.
associations, condition, the way the landscape is experienced e oun polcles, Site 9 Seneraly o
and e valse/Impertanco o at pamcular landscape. The AN opproprae Horiage Cons local or borough level, inclucing
il also Spedial Pvmecnon Areas TPO's Cultural Heritage

Iondecape dosigmaloniioe consoted miarms o ot ‘Anclent Woodlant

Ty 0 ocour m the loca andscape which wil chéngs the
characteristics of either the Site o its setting
A desicstudyiscarled out o etablis e physica

the

‘meaning’to today’s context
The tables relating to \andscape value and the value attached
ihe field. The

loc:
boundaries of the. smdy area, Ordnance survey (0S) maps
to identify local
to geology, soils, landform, drainage, vegetation cover, land
use, settlement,the history of the landscape and the way
iratlandsoapef exparienoed, whiohtogetar comoie to
fkey

Vertca sl hotoaraphy and Googlo sreetaw il bs

usedito supplement OS information. A tisstage,any special
such as National L

Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty), National Parks, oo

Belt,Conservaion Avess,Listed Biings, Avess o Special

Areview

ct information avallable in terms of

ollowing able 6t o1 o e el Gofintions ssed i the

to condition / quality). Box 5.1 set out within ‘Guidelines for
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment' (GLVIA3) Third
Edition (Routedge 2013, along wi Techrica Guidance
Note 02/21*Assessing landscape value outside national

CuturaiHoritage

relating to buil history that

conmbule tolandacape chersctr includng:
Itways / packhorse trails
sunken lanes.
idgesnd urow ks
ol farmsteods

built

Generally

landscape character such as vernacular
the locality.

including

Nationally /
'UNESCO World Heritage Sites.

Scenic Trails / Scenic Routes.

L
‘components in a poor
‘condition, with scope to
improve.

Listed buildings /

designations' (Landscaps Inetiute,
toinform these criteriz

Notall o the criteria within Table 1.1 need to be met for a
landscape to be assigned a value of high, medium or low.
Establishing in the Visual Baseline Desk & Field
Studies

landscape characterisation together with any other landscape
7 capacity / urban

the area in which the Site and
the Proposed Development may be visible, the different groups
they

outa this stage. In addiion, a desk study of any unbul
commitments will be incorporated.
Landscape character assessment is the tool for classifying

o views,

Y
willb bs affected and the nature, character and amenty of those
view

Englang)
Rogistorod Battofiol
et ncon Monuments

Landscape Condition

monuments

/
incongruous features.

knowledge locally or their heritage
h

Associations

importance or expressed through non-

ntact, with appropriate management
Absence

L

well-known events, people,
art, science or

o
butare not prominent)

Associations

ple. works
of art, science or technical achievements that positively contribute to
Jands

good ith
toimr

some de\luc\mg /incongruous
feat

Associations

perceptions of the landscape.
Distinctiveness
Few landscape areas that
are unique and contribute

for th nown | po P
the landscape into distinct character areas or types, which through dentifying the area from which the existing Site and ovents, peopie, works of art, sclence or | character
share common features and characteristics. There is a proposal may be visible (the Zone of Theoretical Visiblty Distinctiveness tehicl cievoments h posively | Corainindidu
well established methodology developed in the UK or ZTV). The baseline ZTV of contribute to perceptions of e ents idertified
the Countyside Agency and Scotish NaturalHerlage in fther h desk hin Whitby. | landscape. inandccopscaracer
i ot i 7 assessments may be worthy
h for Scenic beaut Distinctiveness of conservation.
publshad oy Neturl England in 204, Trenatol regonl nd EiA
me level character assessments are often avalla roshol or gl mapping e o b orth modling National Landscapes P 9
I publihed documents The enarocor sssesoment wil o L link with character.
Jud Recreational

buit f
recent changes, future trends and forces for change where Proposed Development may theoretically be v 0 extent Recreational L f land, land
they may be important in relation to the proposal, especially of the mapping will depend on the type of proposal. The actual tand and Landscape trategio or Local
considerngow thelndscapo sppears or wauld appeer extent of visibilily is checked in the field to record the screening Tral, Gaps. Poor accessibilty with
e Bt opportunities for the

effect of bulldings, wall,fences, trecs, thvery good or Recreational enjoyment of the outdoors.

o landscape, will be described as factually as possible. The
assessment

in the initial b

policy or designations as an indicator of recognised value,
including specific features or characteristics that justify the
designaion f the s

based studies are then used as a basis for
Ceriation e Tl T e sesed seesamentseo
ies of the landscape, inclu

ludgements on the value of both the landscape and visual
receptor are made at the baseline stage.
Landscape Value
Value s concerned with the relative value or importance that is
anwhed to d\“evsnt Iandscapss Landscape value is inherent,
proposal

herit

events and the arts, distinctiveness, recreational opportunities,
and pemsptual qualities (including scenic qu:

and cultural sspects, physicaland visual components are
nsidered tog

enjoyment of the outdoors.

n access land, common land

to provide an uccum'& baseline assessmenl of vls\hllny and public rights of way. Perceptual
pe ZYV Perceptual Li of
1or protograph: I itdc e 1t/ multiple
selocted todemmstmsmere\atwe vy of o St na form ¥ autdoors. Frequent/mltple

High \eve\s o uunqmnmy and relative wildness, including sense of

sunwndmg pe it form). a

wildife / bird song and relative

for detormination e fil

Functional

Perceptual
Demonstrates some wildness and
tranquiliy.

Functional
Limited or no contribution
o

o Functional
functioning of the landscape and make a strong and Landscape areas or components.
eg.areas | which
that 95: pes / elements that of
landscapes / slements that have
its

special quaities

with an adjacent national landscape.
designation, or provide some role 10 the
appreciation ofts special qualities.

of the landscape o
ecacentnatoal ancscape
designati
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vi of
The wsual sssosament vl include a seriesof annotated

d
specific.illustrative or static / kinetic / sequential / transient
i i d all sides of the Site;

From locations which represent a range of near, m\ddle and

Clacounted nthe Impact assossment s udgod tat

visibility will be extremely limitec);

Views from sensitive receptors within designated, historic.
or cultural Iandscapes or hentaue assets (such as adjacent
to Listed Bl - and co-ordinated wi heritage
‘consultant - key tourist locations and public vantage points.
Sueh as viewpoints identified on OS maps)

The inclusion of strategic / important / designed views and
vistas identified in published documents;

Views from the following are to be included in the visual
assessment:

\ndlwdua\ privte dwellings. These are to be collated as
mointa 25 1 mey ot be practica fo visit
i Dﬂwemes ot it bo afoctedt

Transient or static views from public viewpoints (ie. from
roads, railway lines and Public Rights of Way - including
tourist or scenic routes and associated viewpoints);

Areas of publicy accsssible green spacs e, public oven

view together with identifying the character and amenmy Citne

{eatires ssch s landierm, bulings o vegetaton o deacing
features which interrupt, filter o otherwise influsnce views.

By the end of this stage of the combined landscape and visual
site study, it will be possible to advise, in landscape and visual
terms, on any specific mitigation measures required in terms of
the developments preferred siting,layout and design.

Value of Visual Receptors

Susceptibility Criteria

High The receptor has a well-defined

composition with a direct relationship
to adjacent key characteristics. The
Gevelopment proposed s liely to alter
the overal integrity of the receptor

set outin published guidelines.

are based on the following criteria

Value Criteria

High Views from and to landscapes / viewpoints of
national importance, or highly popular visitor
attractions where the view forms a significant
raein e visuloxperionc,and /orhas
nationally recognised cul
This may include reslderma\ veceptors nUistod
th

p:
Visitor attractions, tourist destinations or scenic wewwmtsb
and

Places of employment, where relevant.
The finel sellction of the key viewpoints for inclusion in the
LVIA in relation to

nature of the development proposals and likely significant
effects.

“The visual assessment records:
Thecharaclrand amerityof he vew ncluing
topographic, geol ags foshres, wooelar,
o hacron v e o boundries
artefacts, access and rights of way, direction
ond polantia sessona screening oiscts and any akylne
elements or features.

‘The type of view, whether oblique or direct; panoramic or
vistas.

‘The extent of visibility of the range of receptors is based

e
uwemng is orientated to take. advantago of o

Medium The receptor has a varied composition
with some links to adjacent key
characteristics. The development
proposed may potentially alter the
overallintegrity of the receptor and
could incorporate recommendations
a5 set out in published guidelines.

Low The receptor has a disjointed
compostion wih e no Inks
ooy churacaritos
e development propos
unikety o ater heovaral negrity
ofth mosptor s capabl of
corporating recommendations as set

out 1 publihed qudeines

Registered
Park and Garden or National Park or National
Landscape).

Vi

Medium | Views from and to landscapes / viewpoints of

part of the experience, and / or has local cultural
associations. This may include residential
receptors whers the primary elevation of the

‘The susceptibilty of ifferent visual receptors to changes in
views and visua ameniy i mainly s functon of
activity of viewat
particular locations; and

the extent to which their attention or interest may therefore:
be focused on the views and the visual amenty they

dwelling is orientate a
particular view.

particular locations.

The 1 each visual receptor

Low Views from and to landscapes / viewpoints with
no designation, not particularly important and
with minimal or no cultural associations. This.

include views from the rear elevation of
residential properties.

a grading of degrees of visibilty. from a visual inspection

ofthe St and surrouncing rea. Therewil b o continuity

of degree of visibility ranging from no view of the

{runcatedtouly open views. Vews are leoorded even
the

Assessment of Landscape and Visual
Susceptibility and Magnitude
ndscape and visual effects s obtained

Deve\onmenl may be visible in e views, T md‘cme

of lan
ihrough assesing susceptiiity combining i with e
. to form

the degree of visibiity of the Site y t
categories are us

a OpenView:
An open view of the whole site / where much of the Site is
visible, or where the Site forms much of the view.

b Partial View:
‘Some of the Site is visible, or where the Site forms a small
part of the wider view;

receptors.
ked with a judgement of mag

form

ity and magnitude of

further within this section.

Landscape Susceptibility

The susceptibility of the landscape is a measure of its.

wvulnerability to the type of development proposed, without
consequences for the maintenance of the baseline

situation. Existing landscape capacity assessments may

© Truncated View: int for.
Noview ofthe St or the Site isdiffcutto perceive landscape susceptibility at the local and site level. The overall

Foll both ilty for eact ipe recept

‘winter and summer views) the extent to which the Site is visible High, Medium or Low ss set out i Table 1.3,

from the surrounding area will be mapped. A Viewpoint Plan

will be prepared to ilustrate the
/towards the Site (if publicly accessible) and the degree of

as High, Medium or Low s set out in Table 14

Susceptibiity | Criteria

5 Pecplesngagednanacitysnlorat alocstion

High whera they are focused on the
nevvewcontibaes e amenty ttonee:

and where there is opportunity to appreciate the

m People engaged inan activity and/or at a location

opportunity to appreciate the view.

Fecpl ngaged inan actity andort s octon
C=0 where they are not focused

vihere thefowdoes noconibus the
amenity experience; and where thereis tte - no
opportunity to appreciate the view.

Sensituty Judgements
landscape / visual i

ugh a judgement on
receptor (at the baseline stage) and the susceptibility of the
receptor to the proposed change using the criteria as set out in
Tables 13 and 1.4.

Taqu 5 below sets out the sensitivity matrix, with criteria set
igh, Medium and Low.

Landscape / Visual Receptor
‘Susceptibility
High Medium | Low
Landscape | High | High High Medium
/Visual
Medium | High Medium | Medium
Low | Medum | Medium | Low

Land North-West of Southwater | LA Chapter 8 Appendix

Landscape Magnitude of Effects

Size and Scale

Factors contributing to the size and scale of the change to be:

experienced by the landscape receplor (as set outin Table

16} include the extent of the receptor that will be altered (with

reference to their wider contribution to the landscapel; the

etic of be altered;
that will

and
altered.

Extont Description

Effects During Site Enabling & Construction
Itis recognised that project characteristics and hence

‘sources of effects, will vary through time. The iniial effects

rces
of landscape and visual effects may include:
The location of the Site access and haulage routes:
les, st
of material and cut and fill operations / disposal and

‘Substantial | i
receptor, which wil result in change in the intagrity of
the receptor of a wide geographic area

Sizeable | Likely be change to a high proportion of
landscape eceplor unich il et n s s notceable

The construction equipment and plant (and colour);

‘The provision of utilities, including lighting and any

Extent Description Landscape and Visual Receptor Sensitivity
Subsantr |l dsictchnge v compostont Hioh Medan | Low
Seent o i v ,
— B [P e T
o .
i viow which b s o th iewet anc o1 o Wodorss | Woaerae.
occupying a sizeable extent of the view. B | Mediom | VOT e Mior
i
Modest | iy oo eratlochangei o compaion odorae [ wosee . Tw
fine o which ey et som Gt o 4 [ow e e "
e iwer, o neary butonly
i
o [ oo [Minor R temporary fcilties
Compact

U the
composition of the view, whichis likely to be at a
Considerable distance from the viewer and onl;
glimpsed and / or occupying a imited extent of the
view.

of nce indicates
ffectiskly o be foma landscape and visuel (perspective.
t

Modest

L the
landscape receptor, which will be perceptible and
have some effect on the integrity of the receptor
within a localised geographic area.

Compect | Likelybe change oo mted poportonf the
landacape ecoptor,whichwil ot e iscarile

orhave ettt on the iegrty

et i e st o ooalaed

geographic ares).

Duration and Reversibility
Factors contributing to the duration of the change to be
‘experienced by the landscape receptor (as set out i Table 1.7)
include whether the change is wholly reversiole, permanent
or temporary. Construction impacts are likely to be short

term, temporary, but see the start of a permanent change.
Operational effects are likely to be long t

the change to be
experienced by the visual receptor (as set out i Table 19)
include whether the view is experienced in fixed or transient

CHocinet Ma|or o s-gnmcsncs are deemed
‘significant as governed by the EI

‘The scale, location and nature o! fonytemporary parking
areas and on-site accommodati

‘The removal of vegetation to faciltate site access and
estabiish the. deve\onment platforms;

Significance | Description

y protection of existing
emmres e vogotion eta.ponci o1 o hy
temporary screening (such as hoarding lines); and

sither imeversible or reversible, depending on the nature of the
project.

Extent | Description

Long Liksly to be of permanence (10 - 25 years ) with
limied progpect of beng elnstatedandis Geemed
irreversi

views; and the nature of transient views - being intermittent, work
limpsed or continuous: Major An effect thatis el to e very mpartant from ) !
2 Effects During Operation (at Year1and Year 15)
At i stage, pe |
Fea— stage. visual
Extent | Description landscape and visual perspective. The locati le, height, buildings in
p— oo Minor n treatments;
Long :re\v tobe of permanence and visible for a continuous. landscape and visual perspective. including any other features;
Negigibe | An d taffic movements;
Medium Likely: landscape and visual perspective. s
i v ntinuou fonal | for
i Likely to be temporary and visible for a continuous. No change No evrecl and therefore of no. wmpmmnce froma The operational landscape, including landform, structure
period. scape and visusl perspect] planting, green infrastructure and hard landscape features.
Very Short | Likelyto be tamporary and inermitently visole. Mitigation Measures
Nature of Effects

Magnitude of Effect Judgements
The assessment of size / scale / geographic extent plus
duration and reversibity is then combined based on the matrix
as set out in Table 1.10 below, with criteria set out as High,
Medium, Low and Negigible.

Duration and Reversibilty

Effects are defined as beneficial, adverse, or neutral, as defined
in Table 113 This consideration is termed the ‘balance of
cieland ach

The purpose of mitigation is to avoid, reduce and where
possible, remedy or offset, any significant (major to moderate)
negaiv adverse) fects o tho andscape nd visua

sffects! factoring in Mitigation

aspects assoclated with a given change and its resultant effect. e ot sololy concemecivith demage lmtation,but mey
e dged additional ravoidabl

mitigation or under

The significant landscape effects remaining after mitigation are
then to be summarised as the residual effects. Effects will be

three categories:
" Primary measures that intrinsically comprise part of the

lesign through an terative process;

vary and standard
ted,

Medium | Liely o be of permanence (between 510 years) and . an
is potentially, or theoretically reversible. Long Medium Short Very of any negative / positive effects quantified, using four
= Short categories of effects, indicating a gradation from high to low. Standard construction and operational management
ot |0 E s ! ational
rovereible recoptora can be remstated. s sustanta [ian — J1gn.  uosum fow. (tertary mitigation); and
Very Short | Liel g
Instatea reveresd Include coniruction Sizeable | Hah- | Medum | Medum |Low- i
:ﬁmiaslf:ufﬁfff’ nasnsaporogy oo Metium Nogigivte Nature | Description address the remaining effects after the
Modest Medium | Medium Low Negligible Beneficial | An effect that will on balance result in an improvement
Visual Magnitude of Effects oo T Toon Toegene Treaione 10 the condiion.ntegrityorkey haracterohce/ Residual Effects
Pt | Negigivle | Negiigite | oo compositon ofthe andscape receptororvewing The residual effects of the Proposed Development are to be.
erperience The resia !

ale
Factors contributing to the scale of the change to be
experienced by the visual receptor (as set out in Table 18)
include the angle of view in relation to the main actvity of

the receptor; the distance of the viewer from the Proposed
Development; the extent of the area over which the changes will
be visible; and the degree of visual intrusion of the Proposed
Development in the view.

Significance of Effects
magnitude of effect
one anater for each receptor, in e witn Table 1.1 below,

effects w\ll t

f the project
Voor 101 operation: ond at Yeor 8 of opoation. Te oasesament
is rated

Adverse
‘condition, integrity or key characteristics/Composition
of the landscape receptor or viewing experience.

andscape and visual sensitivties n place over and above

the primary proposed and those already

Neutral
integrity or key characteristics / composition of the
landscape receptor or viewing experience and may.
incorparsts s combination of st s negative
aspect

on a scale of Negligible through to Major. Table 1.11 sets outa
starting point for the assessment, itis important that a balanced
ond wol easoned profestional sdgement of hess two crers
s provided with an explanation.

included i tothe scheme.
assessing residual effects i the same as assessing the primary
fects.
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